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1920 and 1930, when the depression (veginning the end of 19°9) sent 
large numbers back to Mexico. Nowever, the Yexican population here 

has only in a limited dogree established Lifetime homes; individuals 

have beon far less constant than numbers, and most of the VYoxicans here 


have not been in the district longer than from 3 or § to 8 or 12 years. 


5S. NATIVE ORGANT?74TTONS, 
whe Yexicane in District 2 are surprisingly poorly organized, 
condgidering their numerous organizations in some other districts, 


In Sacramento City is found one of the Honorary commissions fcomisiones 


Honorificas) » with, as customary, the Yexican coneul-generel at San 
Francisco as the néminal head, Tt has only sbont 28 members, and does 
Little except celebrate the patriotic holidays and once in a while take 
up @ collection for some individnal in need ox racial-cause, 
The Spanish~American Allfance (La Alianza MispanoeAmericano) is 
represented in the same city by three lodges, vith a collective member- 
ehip of anproximately 1°25. Tt is a fraternal organization rather 
similar to the Wasons, with ritee knovn only to members, insurance 
benefitea, ané mutual aid, 
She Mexican Athletic “lub of Sacramento, associated with the 
| Catholic Church, has a strong membership, as the “Yexicans, especially 
those of American birth, take enthusiastically to basketball in par- 
ticular, end aleo to baseball, and to a leseer extert, to boxing, ¥ 
wreatling and other ernorts,. There are helf a dozen each of basketball 
and baseball teams, and the Mexican teams — mage quite a reputation 
for frequent winning of the /AAty, asketball | Mamnianiaih, Many 
Wexicans are also found in the American toams, ineluding professional 
ss Hageball, 
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is the loeal Roman Catholic Church working with this nationality, 
thongh by no means confined to it, It has the following societios 
for the Mexicans: the Holy Name Society (98 members), the Christian 
tothera (110 members), the Children of Mary (75 members - ladies), 
the Junior Holy Name society (70 members - hoys), and the Senta Inez 
Society (50 members - girls). 


There have been some attempts to start labor unions among the 


Mexicans, but as far as can be ascertained none have been successful 


in District 2. Upto a short time ago there was a Spanish-American 
Center on Sixth Street between K and Ly which gave protestant (Methodist) 
church services and Epworth League meetinge for the Mexicans, This 

hae now been discontinued. Ae V. "Yisten is doing some social and 
religions work among the Mexicans, in the fubhouse at Southside Parks 
supported largely by the Bantist and to some extent by the Methodist 
Churches. 

For the migrant Mexicans, however, the only organization may be 
said to ba the Spanish-Potnenese Vission, 1916 Seventh Street, with 
Rev. John Gouveia at the head, It works virtually exclusively among 
the migrants, giving many food and lodging in their need, interpreting 
for illitrates and those not knowing the lansuage, advising and pro- 


tecting, as well as conducting religious services (Protestant). 


6. NATIVE NETSPAPERS IN THE VERN’ CTLAR. 
There is no Spanish language nevananer published in Pistrict 2. 
Howeve:*, the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament gets out a monthly 


bulletin in Spanish (F1 Boletin) which is sent free to ell Yext*an 


Catholic families in Secramento City and the immediate surroundings. 


Tt is edited by Tederico Falcon, ficld secretary of the "exican 


Catholic Welfare Rurean, Diocese of Sacramento. 
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7. FEASTS AND HOLIDAYS, POLMWAYS, 

The two great patriotic holidays are those of Septenber 16 
(Independence Day—- proclamation of independence by the patriot 
priest Don Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, September 16, 1810) and May 
5 (called by the Mexicans 1 Cinco de Mayo the fifth of Mey 
commemorating the defeat of the Freneh imnerialists in the battle 
of Puebla, May 5, 1862), 

The church holiday dearest to Mexican hearts is that of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, ecclebrated Desenber 12, hohering the reputed 
anpearance of the Virgin Mary to a shepherd at a spot where the 
HeLa S ex chapel. now stands in the towm of Guadalupe-Hideaigo, Mexico. 
Special church (Catholic) services are held for the day in Sacramento 
end ail other toms in District 2 where there are Mexican colonies, 
and there is often a religious procession, 

All the usual Catholic holidays are aiso observed, especially 
the Day of Saints Peter and Paul, June 2°, All Sainte!’ hey, Novenber 
1, All Souls* Day, November 2, the main Gays sacred te the Virgin, 
and of course Christmas and Kaster. A very customary feature of 
MexiLean fhostas is the breaking of the olla, or large weahiow jar 
that in Mexieo would be used % carrying and storing water, The 
jar will be filled with wrapped sweetmeats and perhaps other prizes 
and hung from the ceiling, Then each participant in turn ie blind. 
foided, and being handed a stick and turned aroma several tines, 
pernitted to strike three times, when the jar is finally located 
by one of the blindmen and struck sufficiently hard to break, there 
ensues a wild eeramble for the goodies it contained, 

Many Mexiean houses have what may be described as a fanily 
shrine, half of a religious and half of a pétriotic character, with 
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flowers and candles before holy pictures or images, end alse small 
Nextean flags, portraits of patriots as Juarez, Hidalgo, ete. Else- 
where in the house there are likely to be various fexican. objets a’ 
art, as decorated sombreros, displays of the liexican coat of arms , 
and colors, examples of typical Mexican handiwork, as caballeros on 
hoseback, made in woven straw, pottery, and wax, posters cepicting 
Mexican dances, pictures in feathers, wood carvings, and so on, 

Much of this work, made generally by Mexiaans of the first generation, 
often i1litrate, ana always totally untrained in art, ic #eiyuhihttix 
The fineness of touch is phenonenal. One may see a Mexican carving 
@ nut inte an exquisate ornament, or dressing fleas (dead) with all 
the proper details of a bride and groom at the altar, only to be 

seen under a micrescope, 

In clothing, the firet generation fairly often retains the 
sombrero, the rebozo, and the bright colors of lexico, Aénéerican 
foods are added to the diet, but the time-honored Mexican ones are 
not discarded, It is said that Mexicans sicken in our institutions 
and are adversely affected in our hospitals because deprived of their 
customary foods, Alike in their restamrants, croceries,end homes 
in District 2 are found tamales, enchii{edas, frijoles, pon dules 
and other breads, cactus and uit potatoe candy, penocha, Mexican 
chocolate, ete,  Suxh exotic articles as chocolate mills are sold, 
and ot crag Heyer chocolate (the drink), and even metates and 
rollers,@re displayed, though in the latter case, probably more ar 
& reminder of ‘exico than for actual use here, 

Mexican drug, stores are also interesting, having displays 
not dissimilar to the Chinese herbalists, Mexicans will tell you, 
however, that despite the many herbs, the ground drie: flesh of enaken, 
and so on carried, that the health of Mexicans ie so much poorer 
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in this coutry than in “exico because they are deprived of their wise 
women and herb doctors who knew how to cure them. | 
‘weddings and baptisms are celebrated rith music, daneing, and 
feasting, ond frmerals are vary elaborate and coatly. Instead of 
birthdays, the individual's saint's day, or day of the saint after 
which he af she is named, is a easly eceagion for festivity. 3 
The Mexicans not only have a remarkeble natural talent for art, 
but according to all chservers, tmusnal telents for music, ONL» and 
drama, including composition. Fev Mexicans but can pley some musical 
instrument. At their fiestas they will sing ballads (corridos) and 
and songs (canciones) to the accompaniment of guitars or violins. 
church holidays often occasion a dramatization described ae of real 


merit. 


ti hy FOLK TALES AND MYTHS STILL ALIV?. ; 
Peligions legends of Mexiean origin, tales of miracvlons hanpen- | 
ings, and folklore of lucky and minucky siens and portends are all 
fornd to be very prevalent among the Mexicans here, On certain 
church days buried treasure may be revealed by flames rising from the 
ground. One may be bewitched by the "evil eye." Svallove bring 
news, fed fas with some other races) keeps away evil. ore portend C 
bad luck. fertain objects must not be exchanged as gifts if disastrous 
consequences would be avoided, . em 
The above are some of the beliefs momntioned by the Mexicans | 
interviewed, The story of Our Lady of Guadaltme (referred to previously) 


wae told, also oceastions of good fortme coming through the intervention 


of saintsPeP ts oned, 


“OCCTPATIONS IN OLD COMVTRY, IN 1. 9.) AND OF PARENTS, 
‘The Mexicans in District 2 come predomingntly from the wmekilled 
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2 laboring classes, largely agricultural. A good many were share farmers. 
Some were skilled labor of the amall town types, frequently foreed here 

 d&nto the unskilled laber catégory through the difference in working 


methods of the two countries, 
™m this district the migrant Mexicans are of course found in 

_ seasonal agricultural employment, working in the sugar-beet fields, 
at hop picking, tomato picking, frnit harvesting, ete. dome who have 
their permanent homes in “acramento and other t ,owne of the district 
work out in the flelds from spring to fall, only returning neriodically. 
Other of the permanent residents are foumd employed at the railroad 
shops of Sacramento and Pogeville, in the oil industry at "oodland, 
in the brickyards, in construction work, in mine work, in foundries 
and factories, and in various sorts of unskilled and semi-skilled labor, 
Lesser numbers are found in the skilled trades and a sprinkling in 

_ the professions-- doctors, dentists, ete. There is a fair represen- 

tation of Mexican groceries, drug stores, dry goods stores, restaurants, 
and sinilar establishments in the district. 

The American-born generation of Mexicans, es would be expected, 
tend to better their occupational status, The labor position of the 
migrant Mexicans has many tragic features, "ntirely morganized, 
seldom sneaking good Bnelish an? often none, and all too frequently 
1114 a or at least with a complete lack of knowledge of their rights, 
they are completely at the merey of the labor contractors who supply 
gangs of workere where required and who in nine cases in ten mereilessy 
exploit theme: 

Verbal contracts are freovently violated, traveling and ontfitting 
expenses supplied by the contractor grossly exaggerated, and board on 
the job (not meomnonly pat up by the contractor) very unsatisfactory 


C4 AN ht the amount charged and from the standpoint of healthe The camp 
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store in the hands of th> contractor is another fruitful source of 


exploitation, with prices run mp two or three times beyond valve and 
a pushing of sales thet keeps the workers debt-ridden, ‘orst of all 
is probably the free selling of liquor and marijuana to the workers 
by many of the contractore, The workers, imdergoing the creat strain 
of “aquat labor"«= work in the sugar beete, for instance, is claimed 
to be the hardeet in’ California agriculture-- get along faster onder 
the “influcnee of such stimuli, Unt at terrible cost to themselves, | 
Owing to their Indian »bl-od, the offect of alcohol on the "exfieans 

is far creater than on the average white; while of course the detar- 
iorating effects of marijuane ae well ae its liability to produce 
criminal viclence are well kmown, 


Another sad feature of Mexican migrant labor ds that it 1s #0 


difficult. mder the small wagea paid and general exploitation to 


save enough during the agricultural months for even reasonably decent 
living over the winter, Ti vae suggested from more than one source 
that if the employers of “Mexicans wovld allow them, on the completion 
of prune picking or whatever the last autumn work micht be, to remain 
on until spring rent free, it would work ont to their as well as 


the workers’ advantage, making for a stronger, healthier, more con= 


tented, and more denendable Labor surply, than that which must, as at 


present, enend the winters "on the road" more or Lesa vainly searching 


_. temporary employment, or congregating miserably in city slums, 


90.... CFPLFBPITITS, GrYTRAL coments, 


‘here BFs ho imown celebrities in District 2, " 
Mexieens are predominantly of three racial divisions: Spanish, 


Indian, ond mixed (mestizo). Probably a vast majority of the in- 


nigrants here are nestiz os. 
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Tiliteracy has been mentioned, Although the passing of a 


| ‘legal 
Bie > ite teat fin any Language ) is one of the requirements for caeseudee 


All authorities contacted agree ae to the many “exicans here Allegelly. 
Neasonk for this are several: The ease and comparative ehearness of 
being emngel:@ across the border, eapecially op to a faw yoarea backs 
the high cost of lecal entranee (%18 total, ineludine °9 for visa by 

™, %, conevlar officer plus %1 for executing application nlus °8 head 
tax); the several days or more of waiting for action by, first, the 
Mexican “igration Office an4 then by the ‘meriean authorities, involving 
considerable exrense of food an@ lodcing; the literacy test, which 
many cannot pase; toe rough and humiliating troatment often received 
from the American authorities in the medical and other examinations; 
the encouragement given smuggling by some ef the contractors and firme, 
whieh desire to supply or hire contract labor from Mexico, though 

thie is in violation of both Amorican and temican lava, 

Probably largely owing to the racial prejudice the Mexicans 
(except thore showing little Indian blood) encoumtor, and also to thedr 
comparative cloneness to their homeland, they in many eases do not | 
become a permanent ad4ition to the United “tated. comparatively fow 

of the first generation become citizens, thouch, ae a matter of fact, 


their eligibility to citizenship when vredominantly of Indten blood 
pes never been Finally decided, Yat the generation born here ara 


“Aegeribed as stronely against their families returning to “lexico, 


immigration qvota restrictions 4o not apply to natives of Mexico, 


_ though there hae bean agitation to extend the qnotea to peop. This 
‘agitation hae 4ie4 40m since the depression becanee of immigration 


fren Mexico so largely decreasing of itself, 
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The Mexicans are praised on sll hands for their big past con- 
tributions to America as "*hewers of wood and dravers of water"-~ as 
: common laborers in fields few other nationalities rovld attempt. 

"since the depression this class has found iteelf much less needed and 
has returned to Mexico in considerable numbers, f those that remain, 
a large percentage etill eometitute a shifting nonulation, going and 
coming according to the demands of labor and their hones of emnloyment. 
There are, however, some thousands in District 2 who have been fortunate 
enongh to eeteblish some aesurity of employment an?4 residence, and who 

‘may consequently be called permanente 

"he Mexicans, as rould be expected in view of their living and 
working conditions, are a disrortionately heavy burden on American 
charities, Their crime rate, for the same reason, is rather high, 

Yot it is maintained that few nationalities are mor genuinely willing 
to work when opportunity is given and more appreciative of and responsive 
to good treatment. | 

There is no doubt that the race is highly gifted in the spon- 
taneous art expressions of nrimitive peoples, Mexicans take to muslo-- 
even written music+e- ag ducks to water, as it was expres@ed on several 
hando.e They have a remarkable flair for the composition of songs 
and ballads, In delicacy of touch in art they are unrivalled. 

Dramatic feeling is considerably developed. fortunately al1 these 
talents tend to be lest 4n the second cenera*ion under American ed- 


neation. 


SONROES 


- PEDERICO raLoGM, Field Secretary, “exican “atholic “elfare Bureau, 
| Diocese of Sacramento, and editor of Tl Boletin (Mexican monthly 
bulletin published by the Cathedral of the 3lesaed Sacrament), 


"(oe "*2 


Rev, JOHN GONVEIA, director of the Portuguese-Spanish Mission, Sacramento, 
1 Working largely with the Vexicans, | ae 
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goldrick, Cathedral of the Mleased Sacrament, Sacramento, 
“oh arge of the workogm chron works 


states Immigration Yorvices Sacramento. 
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; 
a ' BIOGRAPHY OF PaDRETCS FALCON, MEXICAN SOCTAL SORKER . 
oy, / 
. ; Falcon was born in the “tate of racatecas, central ost oo. mie 
father was a shoemaker in the small town of "resnillo.s Little Tederteo 
 beeame a chorister in the parish chureh, being donbtless chosen, 48 
is the custom, for his general intelligence and personality aa well 
as. voice. In any case he was encouraged to take an active part in 
church work of various kinds and to complete his schooling. 
very early he became a traveling salesman, goon establishing 
a oonfectiongry route between Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, and "1 Paso, 


Toxase Ye supplied the hotels, restaurants, otce Tt wae in 1916 


_ that he first crossed the border, "aleon explains that during these 
years he 90 managed his affairs as to avoid serving as a soldier, an 
occupation for which he had no Liking.» 

Tho eonstant state of war and revolution in “Mexico, with 
first one side and then the other in ascendancy.an@ the pendwdat 
bystander paying both ways, drow Falcon towards a more peaceful 
gountrye Pe came to ealifornia in 1919, his firet job being on 
7 the railroads. This was followed by work in a milk plant near 
Watesto for two years, and various other employments. 


Tt vas in 1927 that Faleon reached 3s cramento. wis aLlvays 


a 


# 


keen interest in chureh work, his special education, and his broad 
background of experience in many of the oecupations of his fellow 


ie 
eountrynen, brought hin his present position as £48t9 secretary of 


the Wexican Catholic © Telfare Surean, Diocese of Secramento, and 
x editor of El folotin, published by the Cathedral of the Blessed 


& gacrament for thesr Mexican ie ae 
| XO \ 
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ss. oy ¥ . _Palven net his wif a, vextcan born, in the United States, and 
‘The children have all attended the 
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BIOGRAPHY of JESUS RIVERA, LABORER, SACRAMENTO 


Jesus Rivera was one of a femily of seven, born in the State 
ef Chihuahua on « little piece of land farmed by his parents, The 
year was 1901, His father was something of a carpenter, and was 
paid by the villagers for making verious needed articles, His 
mother made pottery which was usually bought by a dealer, and probebly 
exported. 

‘ Jesus attended school for about four years. As a boy of 
15 or 16 he was conseripted into the reel army, end covered Coe 
siderable territory marching, He couldn't say his division ever 
actually came to blows with any eneny, They nostly lived off tho 
country, When Rivera found en opportunity to desert no one inter- 
ferred. 
Rivera stayed fwith a famtiy| for several onthe) who were very 

good to him, Me married a daughter of the house, Iisa Ortiza, a 

Very young girl. An American company was opening a gold mine near 

by, and Rivera obtained work in it. He worked until 1924, when, 

resenting some changes made by the company, he and some other workers 
and their femilies decided to find employment in America, 
They took they train to the border, and after two weeks’ 

@elay and the usual formalities, were allowed to cross into Texas, 

Several contractors hed approached then, offering employment. The 

whole group, all of whom were fortunate in having pieked up some 

English at the mine, refused, until an alluring premise of wonderful 

pay in Iichigan was made them. Free transportation was offered. 

They got slmost nothing to eat 1 the train. When they 
arrived at their destination they found the picture still lese rosy. 
j The work was in the beet Tawitn, and it proved to cost almost as 
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much to live as they mede, ‘The contractor kept back considerable | 
of thelr pay on various excuses. The water was bad, and two of Va 
Rivera's ehildren-- there were five already~- and others in the 
group, ‘siekenod and died, All the groun were i111, | | 
Work continued in Michigan through the harvest, Winter 
brought much suffering; they had never know such colds, The group, 
still sticking together, were gled to sign on for a yee Calivoxnias 
in this state they becane saparated, Rivera and his fenily 
moved from ome seasonal agricultural ogeunation to enother, They 
were in Imperial Valley, near “resno, in Placer County, ete, in 
the iast named county Rivera also got work in a mine, He, personelly, 
found little trouble about getting work during the é epression, but, 
working conditions were often very bad, 
‘Rivera cane to Sacramento City hoping to get steaiy empleyment 
for the seke of the family. He wanted his children te be eiucated. 
He has not been too luc Ky here, but has kept going during the last 
three years at various joys ina nd near the city, including unloading 
for & warehouse, work for a gravel company » ete, 
Re and lire. Rivera and the siz Living enhldren WOK avenalt 
hone near Southside Park; the youngeters attend school end are 


doing well, he Riveras feel on the whole that America has bettered 
their condition, 
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ee BIOGRAPHIES OF AURELIA AND EMILIA GIL 
es Aurelia Gil ia 18 and her sister Mailia id, They cene to 


the United States the first time, with their parents anc two elder ) 


brothers, when they were infants. Their pmrents worked in seasonal 
agricultural omployment (cotton, melons, etc.) in the Southwestern 


‘States. In winter they sonetines returned to liexico, When Aurella 


was ® the family wont back to their native State of duana justo and 
took up land under government help. The venture turmed out badly 
for the group involyei., Crops failed, they were without foods 
G11 the father was able to borrow a little money from Aurelila'sa 
godfather, who was a tailor in Guana juatgithe capital of the ftabes 
They cane again to the United States, engaging themselves for 
work in the cotton flelds of Imperial Valley, This was foliewed 
by other seasonal jcpbs up and down Californie, Picking heps the 
follewing year, G41 got into a dispute with a felllow worker and 
was fatally stabbed, The two boys helped support the girls and 
their mother until the latter died in 1933, Times had often bean 
very bade Since then they have been worse, The »rothers and 
sisters had to separate to find work; the cirls have had Some OR 
ployment in canneries of Secramento and Tsleton during last yoar end . 
this, but not enough to keep going without the money aent by their 


brothers, when able to do 20, (The Girls were so hard up a few 


months ago when they returned to Sacranento after a search for work, 


reine 


that they slepi for evened nights: un parka, until helpedby « mission 


working with the M@xLcanee Their position, like that. of ac meny of 
their nationals, has been partioularly hard because they have never 


deen in any community long enough to be entitled to more then trencsient 
relief « They have met with many disheartening experLenees in 


m8 seeking work, have beon insulted, ote, —t+-is_hoped— wala 
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fa SLOGRAPHENS Of LUIS PASCUAL AND ANA PASCUAL | 
> brs Pascual was born in 1284 on an estate in the State of 


Guanajuato, He had three brethers and four sisters. The family 
acquired a piece of land of their own, which they worked together 
with various enploynents on the hacienda, Pascual from about the 
age of 12 herded cows, At t7 he married the daughter of a taxi- 
dermist from the city who came to visit a neighbor who wee her 
godmother. Urs. Pascual was 16. 

Pascual continued as a worker on the haciendo, helped by 
his wife, until 1995, They had two children who died. Then Pascual 
decided to try his luck in the United States, He hated to tell 
his wife of his decision, Without informing her, he went to Irapuato 
and bought a ticket for the train, and as he could not write well, 
had aman write a letter back to her explaining that he would make 
real money in the United States and az soon as possible they would 
be together again, ("I felt, oh, very bad," saye mrs, Pascual. 

. "Sui pretty soon my man sent money, and I felt better, I have a 
good man.") 
| Pascual got common. railway labor in Texas, which lasted 
several months. He heerd of high wagee in Chicago, and went there 
atthe approach of winter, obtaining a good job in a tannery but 
‘unfortunately falling very sick with pneumonia as a consequence of 
the change of clinate. Only the devotion of a friend, Rephael 
- Dario, pulled hin through, The gicimess had used up all his money}; 
_ he was worried because he had nothing to send hie wifé, who hed sent 
sa word that she was with child. Dario loaned hin money to send. 
: In the spring Pascual got another factory Jop and did well. 
He stayed until winter when he went back to his wife and baby. 
After about a year on the lant they deoided to cone to the Unttéa 
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4 a ‘ota _ gang headed for Californie, They found thoneelves in en 


“Some of the field work 4s too hard; you get sick, can't eat, can't 
i a eit “nee; but I been pretty lucky. I save a little money, get house 
' Bi out near, North Sacramento, raise vogetables, sometimes have factory 


as 


sag.) a Va 


ates bo gether. Myer! At ‘the ponder a labor contractor persuaded them 


an ‘Santa Clara County. — : | * 
| ‘Since: “tan Pascual has had many sorte of agricultural and t 
"railroad worl. “He feels things have been fairly good with hine- } 


Joby Bonetines go out to fields for few months," 
4 Pascual at present is helping in the “exican restaurant kent 
by a friend, His son, the only living child, (4ecccaten in America), 
is in high school, Pascual himself has gone to night school in 
this country and becone sufficiently educated to subseibe for a 
“Mexican tia teiacal from los Angeles and one of the local American 


dailies, 
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RAPHY 09 IGNACIO tt, SALAZAR, BELLOY, SACRAMENTO a 
; gan ss Balagar was born ume 4, 1904, in the stete of Durango. Hie | 
tks "poopie were tenant farmers, He came to the Untied States ut the 
‘e o - age of 18, in 1°12, His first work was washing dishes in a hotel 
ve ian an El PASO, “Then he was taken by of daber eontracter to Arizona, 
then, to California. Since, he has done seasonal work in vegetable 
 thelas and orchards of eight or ten etates, Some paid well, cone 
- aday, ‘living conditions were generally very poor, "“Bteady work is 
os best." He is glad he lesrned Mgliah and got this job ap bellboy 
in Sacrenento. It is. firstpate; tips ere pieling up lately. 
lire, Salazer-is Ane: wLean-born, of “exican parentage, They 
rent their hone, have no children, Mrs, Salazer hes had semi- | 
professional engagenents as a musician. Salazar plays all instru- ag 
a gents, — he nover had a music lesson in his life, 7 ‘| 
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— BTORRAREE Oe PELIPE HORALES, CARPENTER 


Hie tates was 2 gy eo and bleckemith, Ag a 
5s man Morales served in. =e Mexican army and was invelided home. 
me He went pack to his trade, — 


i 


oh oy : ec % - Hoping to hetter his earnings, he came to the United States 
| oe an ‘firet in 1914, leaving wife and children in Yexico, He did not find 
oud the work he expected but got quite profitable empl oynent in Pais SOT 
"Oklahoma O11 fields, He then migrated to los Angeles, Selifornie, ») 
where he got work in a box factory. Wages Looked good and he sent 
‘for his family. ‘They Joined hin, ané after a year or tH, hearing 


ee of opportunities in Sacranento, they all cane here, Since 1920 


_ -- - Morales has mostly been enployed as a cerpenter, He and his wife 
beth read, and the children are all in school. 
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, and. many other erops, in California, Montana, advan Texas, 
life He cae erossed the border several bineb. In MexLeo 
ae an agricultural laborer, His age te 2. 


He has been, according to his ae 6d account, neues: 
He is, however, quite 


We 16 marrying 


numerous “tines by contractors ond expidars. 


ae and expects to remein in this country. 
pi. a Sacramento girl, and said (when net at the El Paso Restaurant) 

— Ny thet he was in the city for the cerencry. Then they will go down 
2 se ig to ‘San DLeG%, where his brother has a job for hia driving 9 trucks 


ta a ‘ “2 (iis brother eene to this country later than Vega, “but always strikes 
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John is still a youngster, just 22 years of age, slender, 
and handsome in the Rudolph Valentino way. He comes from 
Penjaro in Guanajuito. His father was a blacksmith, who was 
‘always re-fighting Villa's battles, and taking part in every 
political eddy. John got three years of school, just 
fundamentals, reading, writing and arithmetic. When he was 
10 he took all of his mother's eggs she was saving for market, 
some 100 of them, and arranged an egg ambush on his favorite 
enemy. None of the eggs survived, end John's mother was so 
furious she took some harness and began to beat him; John i 
refused to stand for it and tried to take the harness away, | 
but his father came in, end really node eee 

John brooded over this far several day Sy then filled his 
father's bellows with mud and sand, and ren away. In two 
days he got to a railroad StOD, ae bummed his wey; he had 
no idea where the train was going, and when it stopped in 
Coahuila, for the first time he thought of going to the United 
States. That was just a vague place where you earned much 
money and brought arovobiles (automobiles) three or four of 
which he had seen. There was a middle aged couple who were 
going across abe ak so they took him, too. He said he 
was an orphan, 

They liked John (then still Juan) and as the engachistas 


(contractors) approved of children of the age to help on 


. ra 
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crops, they invited him alog with them. They worked in 
Imperial Valley, but John was too young to really help 
much, only in certain part of the work, so he just hada 
good time. He used to bring water from the ditch to the 
workers (they called him "little boss," because he stood 
around and watched them working, but did not work himself) 
ae ee himself popular with the women by tending their 
children. | 

In a year he could drive any make of car. In two years 
he knew a great deal about engines; ‘Juan will fix it,' 
they would say around camp. 

Juan inspected at first hand the United States from 
Washington down a the Mexican border, and from Texas back 
to California, while he was following the crops. He did not 
always stay with the couple who had picked him up in Mexico, 
but would join up with any femily that took his fancy. He 
began to earn eee end more money, usually he would contribute 
half to the family he had adopted in the camp, and the rest 
carefully salt away, for he had one ambition to own his own 
eur, 

When he was 14 he bought an old Buick, into which he 
transferred a Ford motor because it was more economical. Hav- 
ing his own car marked his manhood, so instead of being every- 
body's child, he gathered his own family, four other young 
Mexican boys, end two orphan children, a little girl,eient, 
and her baby brother, four. And ney eae ee the crops. 
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Juan got into jail once around Turlock, because the 
grower gave them as living quarters a one room shack, which . 
had been enlarged out of an old privy, with the old seats 
uncovered, Juan insisted on pitching a tent, but the 


grower said he would allow no tents on his land, because 


Mexicans always left a mess; that they would live there 


On 2 slike AG. ee said they would leave. The grower said 
they couldn't, and then began to make slurring remarks about 
Donna, who was not 10 years old, and what were these five 
boys doing with a young girl. They had always eeened 

Donna like a ae te queen, and the tent they usually slept 
in had a canvas partition across half of it that was all 
Donna's oaiG Pedro's (her baby brother). Because Donna was 
there listening to all this, and the grower used such coarse 
Mexican esta Juan oon Saw red and knocked the grower out. 
They were arrested at the next town, and the juvenile 
authorities made an investigation into the matter of the 

two children. They insisted on a medical examination. The 
authorities wanted to put her in a home, but the boys said 
they would pay a Mexican family to take care of her, end 

the authorities finally agreed to this. They got some | 
friends here in Los “ngeles to take Donna and Pedro. Juan 
had been thinking of that anyhow, because he felt the 


children should be where they could get a real education, 


‘and so far they only knew how to read and write Spanish, 
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but it was the humiliation they put Donna through that anger- 
ed him. 

Juan got six months in jail, and a fine of $100. He 
could speak no English end they allowed him no defense any- 
how, but he did not understand until several months after he 
was in jail thet the fine meant they had taken away his car. 

Juan (now John) had mede up his mind to try to get steady 
work in the city, preferably Los Angeles, put the depression 
was just beginning, and for a elated sd had no, trade, a 
job was out of the question. So he had to go back to being 
a fruit tramp. 

In 'S32 and '33 the conditions of the agricultural workers 
had become so unbearable, their wages so Poe that a series 
of strikes took place. 


John joined the union right awey, as did thousands of 
Jf 


Mexicans. Overnight he found himself a leader; like many of 
his nation he had a natural eloquence, but besides that he 
had amazing organizing powers. He could think of a thousand 
schemes to outwit the vigilantes; he saved his fellow work- 
ers from much bloodshed; he was one of the first to organize 
defense squads, unarmed, but so strong in numbers they did 
not dare attack them. John was tear gassed more than once, 
end clubbed several vimes, but all of the strikes he was in 
were won. | | 


John came out of the strikes an entirely different person. 


He went to Sen Francisco and got work as a mechenic, and 
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studied. nights. He wanted to learn linglish well Sais could 
be of help to his people; he wanted to learn everything about 
labor organization he could. Besides he wanted to know enough 
so he could go to a trade school and specialize in automobile 


engines. Last year he came to Los 4ngeles. 


John.at the worst hatedysat the best distrustedf Gmericans,) 
But since he went through strikes side by side with ent cap) 
end southern whites, and saw their loyalty and sense of | 
brotherhood equalled those of the Mexicans, he has changed 
his attitude. Some of the American leaders of the union he 
speaks of with almost worship. He feels now the question is 
not that of nationality but of class. 

Like most immigrants who have been in labor struggles, 
he remarks how first they are despised because of their low 
standard of living, then when they try to get a higher one 
which they can only secure by striking, they are treated with 
the utmost brutality. 

John speaks our language with precision and ease; goes 
to American theaters and movies, has some American friends, 
but aces he speaks and is with Mexicans. He is working now 


on an cee or wih not sell it if. it works out. “He 


“says he will offer it free to the governments of Mexico, 


Spain and the Soviet Union. 
He makes a great deal of money at his trade. He still 
supports Donna dnd Peter, sends money home, contributes to 


labor organizations, but has one extravagance,--clothes. He 
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several dozen shirte, end three suits. His clothes « are 


not loud at all, but everyone aLwaewe stares at him on the 
street, for he is dressed so well. Piety ee blends. 
He has no vi sh i return to Mexico encore to see his 
cae and to study conditions there. He reels this is. 
‘his country, end that he must be one of those to see | 


Mexicans. get a square deal. 
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RACIAL MINORITIES SURVEY - MEXICAN 


Concepcion who has lived here 26 years, or since she 
was £0 years old, does not speak a single word of English. 


The information in this interview was obtained with ereat 


‘Gitticulty, for it had to be translated, and she observed 


me for almost an hour, before she trusted me sufficiently 

to answer the questions her daughter, Lupe, translated to 

her. She is known to hundreds of Mexicans as a "wise woman." 
She was born in Agos de Agua, Guanajuato, a little 

village on the great central plateau of Mexico. Her father 

tended cattle; the family income could not have been more 

than a fewcents a day. Sandals, blankets, the furniture 

and clothes the family used, were all made in the home. 


Schools did not exist. 


Concepcion was the youngest of the children, but when 
she was 12 years of age her mother died, and her father 
married again. Her step-mother had three little children, 
and Concepcion, took care of them. When she was 14 she 
married a peon, an Indian type like herself. After the 
first baby was born, her husband came to the United States 
where he worked picking cotton. For years he did this, 
working during the season, returning home from December to 
April. Once he stayed away two yearsy without sending home 


eny money. During this time Concepcion worked for a 
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"curandera,™ and became skilled in the folk practice of 
treating disease with herbs and spells. She used to pray 
every day for her husband's return, crawling to the 
crucifix on her knees, and starved the children and herself 
to be able to pay the priest for special prayers. When he 
returned, it nwo grag had been kept sm a virtual ae 
er in one of the mining towns, not able to send letters, and ; 
always in debt by the simple expedient of charging him just 
a dollar or so over what he earned, for his food, tools and 
lodging. He was threatened with ea bps it bev Ler ts 

After this he stayed in Guanajuato for a while, but 
there simply wasn't eae co live on, so in 1908 the whole 
family came to the United States. They went through Cueded 
Juarez to Hl Paso. 

During aaer this time two of Concepcion's four children 
ned died. She says with the first one it was the Evil hye, 
and with the second, the chili and lime she carried the 
ninth month of her pregnancy. The touch of chili or lime 
in pregnancy dooms a child to disease y she thinks. 

Jesus did’ the usual manual labor of immigrant Mexicans-- 
railroads, road building, brick kiln, construction. Once 
when he was working on the tracks, something went wrong 
with the hand car, and the foreman insisted Jesus should 
try to fix it; a freight came through on the same track and 
in helping to lift it from the track, at the foreman's 
ordersy Jesus was killed. This was in 1917. The company 


paid for the funeral, and got Concepcion to sign a paper 
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saying Jesust death was due to his negligence. 

She gave Jesus a wonderful funeral, just like in Mexico. 
Much food and BEAN a was brought, and for three days every- 
one ate and drank. She had two priests say paternosters, 
and gave the church a very large fee. 

The eldest of the six children wes 11 years of age; only 
two were old enough to earn anything. One shined shoes, the 
other made braids of leather in a leather shop. It was very 
hard at firsty but in several years, her burden was lightened, 
two more of the ehildren died. 

Concepcion stopped doing housework, and embroidering 
children's dresses, and became a curandera in her own right. 
She came to Los Angeles (1919) because she was offered a 
job in a drug store here. 

The children are grown now, but do not have to contribute 
to her support, rather she has helped support them. One of 
the daughters was divorced from her husband end she takes 
care of the three little ones while the mother works making 
dresses ‘(a power machine operator). Another daughter, the 
youngest, lives at home. 

None of the boys went beyond elementary school, neither 
did one of the girls, butthe-ovker, the youngest went 
through two years or hieh school, guit in order to work, 
but now is studying drematics. 

The boys occupations aret barber, and warehouse worker. 


They speak and read only Mexican. 
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Concepcion is still illiterate, and she has no Meiers at 
in learning to read and write. Neither does she have any 
faith in.doctors. She believes firmly in the Evil Eye (when 
I came in and laughed end played with the grand-children, 
she was very upset, and sent them out. Later Lupe (her 
daughter) told me her mother was afraid of the Evil Hye. 
Serancere should tease and make children angry as this keeps 
them wets but not be kind to them,as I had been,for this 
made them susceptible to disease). She knows many spells 
to combat evil spells and nahuales (evil spirits), herbs 
to cure all diseases, and secrets for winning the man you 
love, etc. Those who come to her, swear she has never 
failed. | 

These are same of the superstitions she has: Ifa 
pregnant woman looks at the moon in eclipse the child will 
be born lame; if she carries chili or lime the ninth 
ah Se the childewill be ill; if she sees blood, the ehild 
willbe in an accident. 

Sweethearts must never shake hands--this means desertion. 
To dance in the same room as a bride means bad luck. Any 
wish made at 9:15 p.m. falls true; to absolutely guarantee 
it look at the brightest star in the sky and make a cross 
of your body by standing with outstretched arms. Don 't 
leave rubbish by the door--nahuales will hide in it. 

Often men came to her and ask her will such and such a 


girl make a good bride; she has many methods of testing, 


but this is oe of her favorites. 
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She will ask the man to get her a jar of bees, and 
bring his would be bride, then she will enclose the bees in 
a towel and open it in the girl's face. If she shrinks and 
runs, that means she is no good, but if she just stands 


there, that means she is a treasure, for she has the fortitude 


to stand marriage. 


All these beliefs in spirits, spells, etc., do not inter- 
ferewith her religion at all. She is the most devout of 
Catholics. Her house if full of crucifixes, Virgin Marys, 
little shrines, images of saints, and colored pictures of 
holy scenes. She refuses to return to Mexico because she 
thinks they are abusing the church, and has raised money to 
help finance the Church campaign against the government. 

She would rather die under torture than place a hat on 
her head; she will wear only a shawl, and she battles with 
her daughters because they wear hats. American customs, 

t hocho" (American born Mexican) girls, st looks on with 
horror. 

As for American men, she despises them; she says one is 
not a man that lets women boss him, like American men do, 
She firmly believes wives should be submissive. When her 
oldest daughter finally decided on a divorce she would have 
nothing to do with her, and took the children so they would 
not be under the motherts influence. This in spite of the 
fact the husband beat not only his wife, but the children, 


unmercifully, did not support them at all, end threatened to 
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Carlos, although he looks much older, is thirty-eight. 
for fourteen years he has worked in the packing houses 
here. He was born to peons on an estate in Zapotlan in 
Jalisco. Schools, did not exist in those days, but one of 
the ladies pst spells of humanitarian interest in 
those who did her wrk, and then she wuld take some of 
the cleaner children ana teach them. This made up Carlos! 
education. 

Children had to start working almost as soonasg they 
could understand commands. Carlos was condemned to the 
tannery when he was Six, for he had had a fight with one of 
the master's Children, and the master said: "He likes to 
beat dina g well we won't deprive him, he can have a life- 
time of it." He learned every phase of tenning, and by the 
time he was fourteen was a skilled workman, 

There were nine other children in the family, so his 
mother had little time for him, but because he had such 
hard and unpleasant work to do, she used to baby him a 
little, and sing and talk to him. She encouraged him es- 
pecially to be pious. 

Shortly after his fourteenth birthday, one of Huerta's 
regiments came through and lining up all the peons, picked 


out certain ones for conscription. Though Carlos was so 
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young, he was very tall end strong looking, and they assured 
him, the whole enemy army consisted of boys. He was very 
proud of his smart uniform and real leather boots, so didn't 
object very much to soldiering. However in a year he had 
deserted, and ended up fighting with Villa. "I had rawhide 
on my feet instead of Ae a Na I was proud, for I was with 

' Villa who alone was fighting for us." 

When Villa gave over to Madero, Carlos was BRoeot ed, but 
refused to fight. The betrayal of the people's revolution 
so embittered him, he denounced Mexico, and decided to come 
here. His first entrance was "illegal," that is not 
registered officially and head tax paid. But most Mexicans 
come over his way; a "coyote," contractor, agrees to get 
them across if they will accept a certain job. Carlos was 
sent on "track" as a gandy dancer, at $1.50 a day. This 
seemed a fortune to him, but for the box car the men lived 
in he was charged two dollars a week, and for meals--just 
tortillas--five dollars a week. 

He drifted around fetwecweint-e, doing odd jobs, cottm 
picking, pipe-laying, ditch digging, then in 1920 went beek, 
to Mexico again. He married a Mexican girl, end after the 
first baby was born, decided to come back to the States. 
Wages were still at the best 75¢ a day for him in Mexico, 
another revolution was brewing, and he felt that in this 


country he could save enough for a better life for himself 


end his family. 
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They came up to Salt Lake where he worked in an 
"esmelda" (evidentally a copper foundry), but the winters 
were so severe (they were used to very mild climate )5 the 
second baby died. Besides Carlos got frightened that his 
wife or he would get the coughing sickness, as so many 
Mexicans did. 

So they moved dewn to Los Angeles. They got a small 
place in Wattsy and Carlos got wrk in the slaughter houses, 
first as trucker, then as pitcher up, then as cutter. They 
made a garden, got chickens, fixed up their house, but efter 
five years moved into Los Angeles. The reason was that 
Carlos smelled unmistakably like the packing house, and on 
the long ride home, if he had a seat, no-one wuld sit with 
him, and if he were standing, no matter how crowded the car 
was, around him would be a circle of space. 

They live in one of the ancient wooden shacks on the 
east side which rent only to Mexicans. They pay twenty- 
eight dollars a month. The rent was just raised againy. for 
this four room paper-thin house, which is so dirty, no 
amount of scrubbing can clean it. Vines have been planted 
all around, and inside the walls are painted a beautiful 
blue, with gourds hanging down; all kinds of pictures of 
Mexican heroes -rmemmdl, and the Mexican flag crossed with 
the American flag on the wall. There is a battered 
phonograph. 


Carlos has five children. They speak English of course, 


but it is only the language of school and of their few 
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contacts with Americans. Among themselves they speak 

Mexican, and with their friends, it is the same, their 

language is Mexican. This is not true of most American 

born ehildren of immigrant parents, but the Mexicans are 

so discriminated against, forced to live solely with them- 

selves, denied any chance to intermingle and become American-~ 
ized," it igs inevitable the children, end even the secmmd 

| and third generation children use Mexican to think with, to 
express their emotions, and to communicate with their friends 
(who are always Mexicans). 

Carlos is not very religious. They go to church Sundays 
and Holy Days, but religion to Carlos meant that pagan 
Catholicism of home, that had so much color end emotion to 
it, with processions, and feasts, and ceremonials. 

He belongs to several Mexican societies, reads only 
Mexican papers, and speaks English with difficulty. He, too, 
refuses to become an American citizen, Says it would only 
be a farce, for the rights Americans have, Mexicans don't 
have, and Mexicans never can be Americans. In Mexico discrin- 
ination does not exist, the white Mexican, the mestizo, the 
pure Indian, they all inter-marry. There are social strata, 
but no differentiation on account of color. Here it is 
different, a white Mexican has a chance to become American, 
but not the others, and the darker Mexican you are, the more 
‘diserimination Pehvunderco: 

Carlos is bitter about the way Mexicans have been begged 


to come, because their labor is so needful, and once here, are 
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Isidro, a forty-five-year-old day laborer, is a mestizo 
(half-breed), from Cindad Juarez in Chihuahua. From the 


time he was a tiny boy he had to work because his father was 


dead; his mother, a deeply religious woman, wOrked as a ser- 


vant on one of the big ranches, and he was a gemera)] little 


slavey and errand boy. It was the time of Don Porfirio Diaz, 
and schools for children, especially in the rural districts, 
did not exist. His mother, however, did extra service for 
the tutor of her master's children, and Isidro got the equi- 
valent of about a year and a half of elementary education, 
learned to read a little and sign his own name, much more 
than most children of his class learned. When he was twelve 
his mother was convinced the evil eye had been put on him, 
for he grew terribly sick, was unable to work and Sleep, so 
after trying many charms in order to find out who had cast 
the spell, she decided to send him to her sister in Sonora 
to get him out of range. His aunt brewed a “water of 
fright," got an old woman to spit into it, and after bathing 
him in it for several days, he got better. 

Then he went down into the silver minesy put after five 
years went back to Chihuahua so he could be near his mother. 
He drove the miles which furnished power for a sugar-cane 
mill, from sunup to sundown, earning about twenty-five cents 
a day. Experiences he does not mention made him join wg with 


the bandit Zapata and for a year he soldiered; then he joined 
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Villa's forces. When Villa was killed, he drifted around a 
white , CW a friend told him of the many pesos he could earn 
every day across. the porders in Laredo a contractor signed 
him up to work in American mines, but’ he earned little more 
than he had at home, for he had to buy everything in the com- 
pany store and they always managed 3# so he had no money left 
overg He bought bamwerf a suit of clothes and some warm work 
Clothes, and that was all he got extra out of his three years 
in America. During that time he learned scarcely a word of 
English, lived among Mexicans, just as he had in Mexico, and 
apes nothing but -caaaian food. However, he did not enjoy life 
ced he had back home, afeg resented the American attitude 
toward Mexicans, and the fact that Mexican children had a 
separate shack for a school. . 

The first year back in Mexico he married a fourteen- 
year-old girl, an orphan servant. Isidro learned plastering 
and followed that trade. 

In 1922 Isidro cat his family as emigrated pmms to 
the States; everyone said one could make a good living now, 


and save to go back home. This time they went through 


. Nogales; a contractor signed them to ge pick cotton, but when 


they got to the place in Texas the grower pointed out an old 
stall, open to the sky, and filthy, as their home. Isidro 
refused to live there; the employer said nothing, but went to 
town and an hour later was back with the sherifty khe sheriff 


arrested Isidro and said he would have to pay back double the 
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fare to the grower, or they would make his wife and children 


work it out while he was kept in jail. Isidro said he would 


pay what it had cost, but no more. Finally he had to pay 
double, and as he did not have the money right off, his wife 


had towork anyhow while he went to work on the railroad as a 


_gandy dancer for a week to make the money. 


isidro did not like "track" work, he was separated from 
his family, and had to sleep with the men on his gang ina 
box car, so, although he got (31.50 a day, he threw up the 
job. He wanted to get work in his trade but found none in 
(3 
San Antonio and Dallas. /We went to Denver , Wearing plaster- 
ers got five and six dollars a day) but he could not get into 


the union, and only occasionally sot workethes—wes., The rest 


of the time he worked as a laborer, as a peeler of vegetables, 


as a loader, and.other odd jobs. For a year the family 


farmed a strip of sugar beets, the children working SES. tnete 


metherand fathes, but after a year.of hard work, they were 
cheated out of what they had made and were left penniless. 


One of the babies got pneumonia because of exposure and 


died. -Isidro had never liked the cold, and Isabel was begin-. 


ning to cough, So they decided to go to Los Angeles. Another 
factor was the desire to be permanently established go the 
children could get good schooling. 

They settled in Watts, in a three-room house they still 
live in; wee Tsidro has einieua inside and outta is not 


modern, lights and running water, but it is’ 
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spotless and gourds hang on the beautifully colored walls, 
and there are pictures of Mexican heroes. 
Here in Los Angeles Isidro was again unable to find 


Steady work in his trade, and one off Season, in a warehouse, 


lifting an enormous load, he was ruptured. He was in bed for 


three months, but the ihe irae refused him compensation be- 
cause he had not known about reporting it at first, and had 
been sd ct order to get a doctor, to sign a slip of paper 
saying the rupture was not due to his work, but because of a 
natural weakness. Later, when he found out all this, he beat 
up the straw boss whd fe spa and got ninety days in jail. 
He could speak almost no English and was too poor to retain 
an attorney. During this time his wife got housework, the 
children down to the four-year-old sold papers, did errands, 
eF shined shoes, and they got along. Afterwards he was not 
vess—wekl able to do heavy work, but had tog. 

Three years ago his wife died of what sounds like T. B. 
This was the year after his jail term; the family was prac- 
tically destitute, but the neighbors got together money for 
the burial. Now Isidro had seven children to be mother too. 
The eldest was thirteen, the youngest eight months. That 
whole year up to his wife's death Isidro had been drinking, 
and Several times had beaten up those he loved; but he has 
not been drunk since his wife died in 1931. Work for Mexi- 
cans was hard to eo ond became increasingly so. One year 


they had to live mostly off their little garden, fruit trees 
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and a few chickens; Isidro worked most of the time, but it 
was work that paid almost nothing; one Summer he left the 

family alone in charge of the older children and followed 

the crops for what he could make. 

Isidro was one of many Mexicans who were bombarded with 
persuasions to return to Mexico. Isidro refused, penniless 
he would not go back. Finally, when Isidro could get almost 
no work, the family went on relief. From time to time they 
have been shifted from thirty-one dollars a month dole to 
the fifty-five dollars Isidro earns on the work projects, 
though he is a skilled plasterer. The children bring in a 


little extra, but the eldest son is married and has his own 


family (he is nineteen) g-aat Isidro has insisted the children . 


stay through high school. Pretty soon Lupe will graduate and 
can help more. In the summer two of the girls work in the 
canneries. On this sum, with the small additions, the family 
of seven exist. 

Isidro has been a successful father-mother. Everyone 
in the family has his definite task, from the hours they get 
uPy to the hours they sleep. Isidro makes breakfast the 
night before and sees all the clothes are ready. Saturdays 
he washes in the copper washtubs set outside. The children 
are always spotless, although their clothes are obvious hand- 
me-downs and charity clothes. Two of the girls Spw well and 


puy things at rummage sales and make them over. 
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The children all speak Spanishy mingle almost entirely 
with Mexicans. Several of the children are very bright in 
school, the others stupid; outside of school they are all 
intelligent children, much better equipped to face life than 
most children their age. The little nine-year-old girl 
writes poetry and is a bookworm; all sing beautifully and the 
pattered phonograph plays aches constantly. The boys are 
all mechanically inclined. 

Isidro himself is a lover of music, and still grieves 
over the guitar he had to pawn. American jazz he does not 
like. Since he joined the Workerst Alliance he has blossom- 
ed culturally; begun to read not just newspapers but pamph- 
lets and books. He reads slowly amt is almost blind, but 
refuses to let the children read to him. These last two 
years, since he has been active in the Workers' Alliance, 
he has changed his mind about the United States and thinks 
the working Americans are all right, but still he insists 
he is a son of Mexico and that she is the better country. 

Some of the things Isidro said: 

"yes, I sent all the children to church (Catholic), but 
I am not Catholic, I do not know what I am, I do not even 
know if I am religious. I do not believe we should suffer 
our lot here like they always preached to us; and look how 
the church is acting in Mexico now, to us they said we 
should suffer what we find here, and be happy later; why 


aren't they suffering the laws of Cardenas and the people 
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in a good religious spirit instead of trying to organize 
revolutions and sentiments against the so yeriuanee 

"T shall never become an American citizen and cease be- 
ing a son of Mexico; that is like denying one's own mother. 

"The rich Americans, they try and make us fight with 
ourself in Mexico so we will weaken ourselves and they can 
aout in. American say she love Mexico, but it is the kind 
of love a lion have for a sheep - to eat her. 

"Life is not better here than back home; certain com- 


forts we get better, but here one works harder and has to 


wear oneself out twice as fast. Back home we know how to be 


z 


happy and laugh; here it is pool halls and movie shows and 
dance halls. 

"A Mexican here is treated like diet: he Lege no chance 
in court, in anything; they take advantage because he does 
not speak well, and is not organized. Always he is cheated. 
They say we are dull witted and our children are not so smart 
as theirs on tests they give, but they give the tests in 
American and things American children know more about; they 
say we live dirty, but mostly Mexicans have just Sections | 
they can live in, where the houses are old and dirty; only 
such places, where rent is’cheap because the houses are so 
pad, do they rent to Mexicans. They say our babies die more 
than other babies, and our children are sicker, but they pay 
us so much less money we cannot give them good care, or even 


learn how to care for them good. 
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"ost Mexicans never thought of the United States as the 


promised land, jike other immigrants, that is true. It was ee 
mostly because they wanted better living for them and their 
children he at enere seine they have propaganda in Mexico on 
how they will welcome our Tabes. because they nesead us to 
build the country a long while. low they don't need us they 
want us to 220 home, and then they are mad because not. always 
do we feel good sentiment toward this country." 
Many songs have been made about life here. He sang twos 
one ended: a , 
"Juan Coyote said, 
| almost erying, 
better to: be in Juarez 
even if we have no work, 
then here in yanqui country." 
the other: 
"doing to California? 
don't take a Lovely woman, 
Nakties are there and beasts 
who will try to take her away.” 
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These are the rough translations by the daughter. 
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JOSE COLORADO 


José Cetoredo is an Indian of a race ex xisting in the 
State of Chiapas, Mexico, and known with the generic name of 
Chamula . _Menbers of this particular Evive are no higher than® 
five. feet, vigorous, peaceful, and loyal to their. superiors. 
The et da are also ‘exp at teched to their native State and 
very seldom are found neaners else in Mexicog bub—in-Chispas._ 
José Calenmac went te Lower California about 25 years ago “forced 
into military service during one of the revolutionary administ- 
gations in his Peteics and enrolled in one of the regiment's 
| dispatched from Mexico ity »tothe above mentioned territory 
José is anusually bright awe he learned to read and write,” 
and attained fetes: rank of Corporal in the Mexican army, some-_ 
thing very uncommon ‘vethie-eo-he 4 ig gas hundred per cent 
Indian. teens four years ago he lived in Mexicali and Tijuana ! 
commissioned ht a bodyguard for the military governor of Lower 
California, At that time he was afforded the privilege of coming 
into the United States as a servant of the governor, and he was 
proud of Whowing to his fale in thefe regiscut Cre border permit 
issued to him by the American Immigration Service, At the present 
he resides in American kerritory) on @ ranch near one of the border 
towns, and is well likea by ae neighbors. He speaks Spanish with 


@ broken accenty and has the eyelet tendency to use ‘the pronoun of 


the second person, thee and thou instead of you. 
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We went ko the ranch Tookimesfow= 2 mest: -mwers early.in the | 
evening w when he was throusn with his daily work of epee ing toa 
truck garden belonging to the owner of the small farm, We, found: 
him in “i? bedroom, 2. . simple amd humble place,hteewgh furnished 
with considerable. comfort ; an. iron bed. very clean, a. small tebdley 
two hates, A clothes ‘rack protected aeksnet the dust witha. 
flowered eretong courtain attached to. the wall, bulged withthe 
clothing of*Fose. Here end there, add around the HOSP, hung) reli- 
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When Jose Colovade- saw teat the ba he MAGE unable to dis- 
guise his fear of meeting pix oets a7 taabemcuetas 7ee- iting, 
peacefully ignored by people others. than those of the farm ; she. 
seanetfrightened, We knew that Indians are very distrusful, natu- 


rally shrewd, and. always unwilling to confide in wae white people, 


ery we he i, YY2, 


But @s soon as We talked with eas 4 and he reekizetion 
changed his Stns eee een. We had met WESnEy years ago and 
had been quite well acquainted then. . He has / manele nasi ttdn, 
twenty pounds, but otherwise 4€ hasn't grown oldvat all; we has all 
his teeth} his hair, but short, does not show a.white spot; his 
complexion is yellowish-brown as before. 

pe remember you when I was working with the Golonel and you 
were visiting him" } he Sides betame bx you are no, longer with the 
Government, are you? Nor with. the Americans, are you? I quit lang 
ago when my Colonel left Mexicali for Los Angeles. I was tired of 
my commission, and of getting up Dsopg@eed before dawn, and going to 
rest @bout midnight; so » ehuthe-tiest- “Opportunity- c~dkeft--the- try 


wf decided. to look for a job at a ranch accross the line. I have 


no family, no.wife,. no children; I. am alone in the world and AP don't 
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_, Jose, Colorado _s- 


think very much of going back tw) Chiapas; it is better for me to’ 
stay here, 


"I was born at Comitan,.Chiapas, a long time ago. I think I 


am something like fifty years old. I am-a pure indian, Chamula 


Indian. But I attended-school at Comitan, and learned how to read 
and write as I proved to the Immigration tien. when 1 worked for 
‘the "“nadrecito" (the Priest) at the me parish wuubie 3 I was happy 
then; after the morning services, l.would take care of our front 
garden, end the fruit trees and the vegetable patch at the back of 
the church. The "padrecito* had a. sister who kept "house for him, ° 
and I boarded with then, rarishonersy most indians, Like me, pros 
vided the “padrecito“ with milk, chickens, bee honey, Sox ctb0d and 
practically all he needed for his. home-use, ‘he "mestizos" provi~ 
ded ihowers for the fe STAPH mede money offerings for other ex- 
penses of the church, 

ee I remember @uite babe 2 new soldiers arrived to CGomitan 
fibling us with fear because we had heard ‘of war spreading all over 
Mexico; we hadn't had any fighting in Chiapas. The next. day I was 
arrested and taken to the military. barracks. where. I found about 
fifty young men of Comitan and .the adjoining renches. None of us 
knew what was going on some of the boys said.weiwere accused Of sete 
being against the Government, Soon we. learned that we were to be 
enrolled in the Army and forced to fight some rebels, we didn't 
know whomg Wemsae uur folkg protested against the REOSeGur Sfrct t to 
no avail, as in just a few days abewt fifty of us, all Indians, 
were on our way to Lower garde darn ee We considered ourselves ex- 
tremely lucky under the circustances, | 

"Not less than one half of the Comitan contingent deserted 
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Jose Colorado ~4a 


before arriving $8 the aenaare ‘Tine, ‘but I Fenainee’ in the Army, 
and was promoted to the renk ‘of Corporal. I iraee Rimost ten years 
and “then was honorable discharged. ‘nat ‘was I going ‘to. ao? iy 
town was thousands of miles away and “transportation was very cost- 
ly; besides that, I still was in sceeal of being mustered once more 
into the Army. What consideration = aac 1; an Indian, ‘expect? At 
the same one I was already in a free country amply protected “by 


the ytueal bree: While me ieaae fo. mabe up my mind ameudt what to do, 


ir. , ‘en American I met when 7 was at Mexicali with “my 
G6lonel, saw me at Tijuana and offered me a job near this ranch | is 
his. I think my God gent nim to ey so I ‘eeoeptee and came in aed 
car with him and his family. It was some time in the end of 1920; 
since then, I have been working for that man, one of the best I 

ever met; he treats me like one of the family. The boss told me I 
was going to learn to speak English, but on the contrary, he has had 


to learn Mexican, 


"I read Mexican papers once in a while after the evening medal, 


and wish I could go back to Mexsco, but not to 
live there, Fost to see the people. My boos made me sign some 
papers and took me to a room where the Post Office is in San Diego, 
and they questioned me for hours, They talked Mexican with me and 
made fun of my way of speaking; my boss gave them a check, and they 
told me it was to pay for my immigration. Two months later I got 
some papers which I keep in my grip in case I should need then, My 
boss says I could go to Mexico and come back to National City, but 
I don't even risk going farther than San Isidro, 
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"T have never thought of geterme marri eth a Bhamula 
girl, and to meet her I would have to go to Mexico and to Comitan. 
Some time in the future, if the boes fires me, or if he and his 
wife die, or they dispose of the ranch; if I ever feel lonesome 
in this country, I mee try life once more in Mexico, now that the 
war is over and the Government is giving lands to thepoor farmers. 
I have some savings, my boss ieoca them for me, and I could use 
them to establish myself in Chiapesy among my own people, But I 
would rather stay here, until they decide that I am no longer any 
good at the work. You yay see that Bite of Mexican magazines in 


ir, 
that corner of my rooms right now they are my only friends, my only 


company, 
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Mexican. 


Bysem vas born in Acapulco, Seca ae son of a wealthy 
merchant of Spanish descents his mother paiee French. Interesting 
indeed is his history, which dates back to the early eighties,the 
following efweteh are some of the high lights.- 


As a boy of ten, he stowed away on an English sailing ship, 


which put in at his home port for cargo and also for able bodied 
seamen. Hearing of this and craving adventure, Bysexr realized that 

here was his big eae Although confident of his physical tegen 
he had slight hose of being accepted owing to his tender ages Howe 


ever, he used what he deemed strategy and pursued the above mentione: 


plane 


Many and interesting were the incidents which occurred on the 
voyage North both before and after his discovery» The captain at 6 


was very harsh but as the trip progressed he softened somewhat, so Fay 
Fa 

at the end of the forty-five days, whichait took to Magers Prenat ets, 

e 


ALAR... 5 EE 
he had won over the crew and captain as well, Gim-.largely to his ii 


4 


able personality and the fact that he was a consefentious workem 


The water front in the eighties presented a decidedly dif rere: 
aspect from that of to-day, and in the vielnity of Folsom street ae 
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ES , 
pointed out to me where their vessel anchored: now of =a é 
lend. By#etr also pointed to the old two story wooden frame os 
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in his charge. 


ich he eee would take him there, but which lanaee him in Sac- 


Bee esta cine te much to his dismay. Since his arrival in America y 


and pottt omnis more “_particulerly, Byzerr has spent considerable time 
“in Beatt le and Port land and other smaller Northern cities, but most of 


aS 


we forty-five years in this country has been spent in the bay cities. 
His work has always been sround the docks ,and at present he is a steve 
edore boss and is held in high esteem both wife his employers and those 3 
pot 

Four WePES ago, he took a trip around the world, chowtnghy he had — y 
& penchant still for traveling and also that he has been thrifty and 4 


“ snaustrious. He is married and living here, where he owns his own horie, 


and is a respected citizeng 
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Albert Reyes--Mexican No. 733 


I was born in Mexico City, July 1905, When 1 was 5 years old 
my family moved to Amarillo, Texas where my father got a job with the 
railroad, We lived there for seven years and then moved to Los Angeles, 
Calif. where my father worked for the Sayta Fe Railroad, I was 
fortunate in that I was able to,go tye de school and also to 

aduates fitch School, Both in Amarill@ and Los Angeles we lived in 

he Mexican section of the townS. After I graduatedjhigh school I 
got a job with the Santa Fe railroad, not as a section hand as most 
Mexicans,bet ny job was to call on ali the section gangs and sell them 
merchancise, that is clothing and jewelry. I did much better than 
most of the ‘white men because i understood the Mexicans and it was 
.muct easier for me to-sell them. I have kept that job to this day. 

In 1927 I married and I nofw have one child five years old, My job ek 
turned out to be pretty good and I wed to make between 200 and 250 
a month, In 1928 I bought a $5000 home in a nice residential section 
where there weren't any Mexicans, just white people, I paid a $1000 
down and my payments were $50.00 a month, I also bought a car and 
furnished my home. I was able to do all these things as I was doing 
very welle I even took out $4000 life insurance to protect my family 
in case anything happened to me, At all times I kept up a ¢ood appear- 
ance and took good care of my home as I didn't want the white people 
around to cpmplain, and I took a special interest. in having a nice 
lawn. All of my neighbors were friendly towards us and we got along 
nicely. , on 


Then in 1930 things began to happen, business, got bad, many 
Mexicans were laid off and the rest had their salaries cut so much 
that I wasn't able to make much money. My income was cut considerably 
and I was unabd& to continue living the way I had, + couldn't contin- 
ue the payments on my home and in 1931 I lost it. I was forced to 
move back in the Mexican section and rent a very cheap:home, I have 
. i have had to change completely my ‘mode of living. I 
used to have a lot of parties and enjoyed entertaining people in my 
home, New-thet has all changeds Where everything used to be a 
pleasure now life is a struggle. JI used to be able to make a nice 
living, now I barely exist. However, business lately is getting a 
little better and I hope that one day real soon I will once again be 
able to have the things I had before and when ; am able I am going 
to have my own home again and not spend money as foolishly as I dids 

ecause had I saved before I wouldn't have had'to lose my Home, I 

am still a young man, just 29 but have a lot to l@ok forward to. This 
depression has completely changed my financial and social position, 
but it has taught me a great onthe by which I hope to benefit in 
the future. | pa q aK 
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San Francisco. 


Victoriano Guitteres: Native of Mexico, age, 46, married and 
has a family, wife and four children, occupation, fisherman. 

Blacksmith by nd states he drifted into the business 
of fishing when he was novJlonger able to earn a living at his trade . 

entered the U. 5. as a child somewhere along the Wexas pardon eke 
he was a small child when he came from his native country his earliest 


recgollections are of living in Texas on different ranches where his 
father workede pet ibd Yooh in that state tondke his-witec—nane Wack? “of 


her maiden name ny of the hexican people who are married in the 
chure he wifw retains her maiden name,the children taking their fathers 
family name as they grow up. wvitterez: came to Zuma, Arizona from Texas 
with about six hundred dollars savings and bought out a small blacksmith 
shop where he stayed unti the spring of 1931 when business conditions 
forced him to close ung says that at that time there were two banks at 
Yuma and they both closed at the same time, sagehe lost about seven 
hundred dollars that he had in @ne of these bankeStneticatvasece te left 
Yuma and went to San Pedro where his wife's sister was living married to 

an Italian fishermen working out of that porteiwent to work on a fishing 
boat leased by his brother-in-law for his board and ieeSoard of his 
family who were living in the same house.togethex ashowe in Jerminal 
Island,a fishing colony close to Wilmington, Calife ae states that from 
San Pedro most of their fishing trips were of thirty to fifty days 
duration as they went south into jexican waters, finally one of the 
regular crew leaving ,Guitterez was signed on as as regular member of the 
crew and that position he holds now. Has some sort of a cooperative 

scheme with which they work now as they are ona different and smaller 
boat than the one he oryiginaly started and says he averages around a 
hundred to a hundred and fifty dollars a monthe His eldest chilé,a girl, 
received a high school education and has a position in a large department 
store in Los Angeles where she alternates between being a cashier and 
interpreter as the store caters to a high class of aha ese and Aifexican 
trade, fis Oldest boy ke-says-he has lost track of as he says he was not 
“'much good anyway: te smaller children ,two boys of fourteen and sigteen_ 
he says are going to school in San Fgancisco, he says they are both very 
good in their studies and are inclined towards athqletics., named a well 


known boys club of, San Francisco which he says they are bot Veag interested 
in and attend reguarjly. I made three different trips to interview this man 


as he was rather curious as to my purpose in being so interested in his 
private life ant personel history but once I had gained his confidence he 
talked freclye He is very proud of the accomplishments of his children and 
with the spirit comman to the fatin races and the mexican people in | 


partiular wants nothing better than the living he is making and a chance to 


take care’ of and educate his children 


R. V. A&dmstrong. 
week ending, Aug. 
30,1934. 
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San Francisco, Calif. 
(name on request) 


Archie C- GOSH62%: Born In Ensgnada, Mexico “Mexican Mother, father 
native bornAmerican who had been raising cattle in Mexico for 4 period of 
twenty years. A. stayed in Mexico for-a—brief timeafter his birth and-ab t#e% 
age Of three was brought to the United States by his parents at the port of 
Tecate. His father bought land in that vicinity, a few miles from Tecate at 
Campo, Calif. Had a few head of cattle, some fruit and garden produce, enough 
for the family of six aidan his spare time Which amounted to about three 
days a week nis father worked for the state’on the public roads having some 
sort af an aggreement to keep a certain stretch of road in condition for a 
stipulated monthy salery. A. attended a mountain school, finishing the grades 
and high school and one year of state normal in San Diegog When he was nine- 
teen he forged some checks and being caught his father came to his assistance 
and made the checks good and the matter was dropped and he went on to schools 
betQg short time latZer he got into other trouble and his father took him out 
of school and as his next to oldest brother had set himself up in a roadside 
garage close to their home he was put to work hareg Boon after entering this 
garage he forged some more’ checks and was arrested and taken to San Diego, # 
this was a blow to the family as none of them had ever been involved in any 
sort of trouble beforee fais oldest brother who was an Immigration officer caw 
to his rescue this time and he was placed on probation or rather given a 
suspénded penitentiary sentence@ thtstime/fris father set him up in business 
. with a small roadside lunch stand and less than ive months latZer he states 
he was in trouble once more, the same old thing, bad checks and was sent to 
San Quentin to serve a one to five year sentences (after twenty two months he 
was released on parole and came to San Francisco. After his last fall from 
grace his family had wasBed their hands of him and he neither saw nor heard 
from his folks from the time he entered San Quentin. He was now twenty three 
years Of age, soon after arriving at San Francisco he secured work as an 
informer for the Prohibition Bureau a rather precarious form of employment 
but a well paid oneg stetes}iie was paid so much for each Place he managed to 
enter and turn into the authorities, states he averaged about seventy five to 
one hundred dollars a week at this. Stayed at this for a period of about a 
year and then weht home to his folks and lived them for the next year helpings 
around their small ranch, married and apparently settled down and as his 
brother who had taken him into his garage before ,offered him a place he went 
back to wo there. After about a year of this he separated from his wife and 
left again\As his narole was up and he was free to came and go as he pleased. , 
States he has been around San Francisco this last time about eight months 
has no visable means off support, has no work, dresses and is vague as to 
the source of supply of what money he has, has no future plans. Is about 
twenty five years of age and has an ambition to do most anything but work. 


R. V. Armstrong 
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San Francisco, Calif. 


Rudolfo Freres; 0 @u 
Sp pity Sipe abeae nationality, resident of the United 
States for the past Gighteen years, entered the—t=S. at £1 Paso, 
Texas. Has worked as a laborer since his entry, inte—the—tni 
When asked his oppinion of conditions in general in the U. S. for a 
man of his qualifications he said he was Managing to support his 
family which consists of his wife and eleven children on his wages of 
two dollars and sevent five cents a day as a laborer at a local can 
company. Fteses states he lived in’ Coachella valley for a period of 
nine years and has a small tract of ground there and Saye~ke wishes 
he had never left.,as,( Although he only managed to secure a few days 
work each month he Lived better than he has been able to in the city 
on almost steady work as he was able to raise a certain amount of food , 
and his expenses were practicaly nothing outside of his familys actual 
subsistences fe says he is saving his money toward making the triphe.4 57 
en I asked him how much the trip woulda cost | he said that as soon | 
as he had thirty dollars he was leaving» ween I &sked him how he expected§ ; 
to make a si ndred mile trip on a capital of irty dollars and with ( 
a family of istigase Ye Said that he not only would make the trip but wt 
would have enough to live on for a month or more after his arrival and 
he thought within a month he would be able to finda something to do to 
arn a few dollar heweeia Qutsiae of gasoline for a 1922 
Sora touring car*@he trip would cost him\only a few dollars for beans 
and tortillas. Fieres states that in the country at his home he can live 
and support his’ family on twelve to fifteen dollars a month. I had this 
conversation with Peres on the 8th inst, on the llth I returned for 
any additional information I could secure, a@ this time he was packing h 
and getting ready to leave within a few hours the had his car packed t 
with every thing immaginable, a crate of chickens, washtubs, cooking 
utensiles, rey Qe ect. and all four of his tli®es ready to blow out and 


=rs 


; 


no spare tirey Qne of his chief complaints aga t this part of the 

country and this‘ town in particular was, in his own language,"there are | 
too many people here! When last seen Flerves had completed three blocks 

of his journey and was was on his way to Cagachello valley, where ever 

that is. 


R ¥ Armstrong 
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MEXIC AN POPULATION OF SAS. DIEGO 


Location and Size of Local Colony: ‘The Mexican population of 
San Diego county according to the Fifteenth Census returns in 1930, 


was 15,996, Of these the great majority were of the working-class, 
that is unskilled immigrants of reemt arrival, The few of the re- 
fuges, diplomatic and educated classes are not recorded as a group, 
but it is very likely that there are not more than a few hundreds 
of thewte combine a groups,” te a the mative-born Mexicans of several 
genera tions standing. Likewise the descendents of aristocratic 
Spanish families (those who were political end social leaders in 
the early days of the Southwest), are to be found in very small 
numbers and largely are admixed with the Anglo-Ameridan stock, This 


latter group is not counted es Mexican in the census, however, but 


i 


any that could be classed as "white" were so counted, 

There are two outstanding settlements of people who 
‘olaim Mexican ancestry, One of these is 01d Town, on the northem 
side of the city, about three miles fron the center of population. 
The other is the Logan Heights-Neighborhood House District. 

Neighborhood House, an institution much like Hull 
House in Chicago, has in 1936, five hundred families on its files. 
The House is a social cent er for the neighborhood as well as a social 
service agency. Information derived from the director of this center 
therefore should give a representa ti ve picure of the entire neighbor- 
hood. It is probably that ‘about half of the Mexican population of 
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the entire city resides in this district. . 

Tie mein settlem nt of the native Mexicans is in 01d 
Town, where, according to the estimate of the principal grocer there, 
there are about seventeen hundred Mexicans, either mainly Indian in 
racial composition or mainly European, through long periods of inter- 
mixture, The social life thee emters around a Friday even, dance 
held in the schoolhouse, which is conducted in a thoroughly American 
fashion. The children disdain to speak Spanish or to be different 
fron the average American boy or girl in the larger community to 
the south. 

Places of Origin: From a sampling of the files at Nel ghborhood 
House it appears that most of the Mexicans come from Lower California, 
Jalisco, Chihuahua, and Sinaloa, There appears to be a larger number 
from Lower California than from the others, This is not true of 
Mexicans throughout the state, as Guanajuato, Jalisco, have first 
place# as states of origin, Towns in Lower California from whieh 
several families were known to have come were, Loretto, Ensenada, 

La Paz, and San Jose del Gabo. 
Places Lived Before Coming to United States: There are no fig- 


ures to show how many entered California thmugh other states in 
the southwest, but from biographical material it would seem that 
quite a large number came into Texas first, and hearing of the ad- 
vantages offered by California move here after perhaps years of 
living or wandering in other States, A few here in San Diego lived 
as far east as New York. 

Length of Time in U.S.: A little more than half of all Mexicans 
in the city of San Diego in 19%, were native born, ami a little less 


than half were foreign-born. Of the foreign-born, the largest numbers 
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Cam in the decades from 1901-1910, and from 1915 ~ 1930, This does 
not inefude those who came in large numbers illegally over the border. 
Some authorities have entinated on the basis of census figures that 
aS many have entered illegally as have come legally, Since 1930, 
because of the economic depression and the difficulty of securing re- 
lief begause of non-citizenship status, immigration has dropped off 
markedly throughout th muntry and in Sen Diego. In 1931 for the 
first time, the emigration of Mexfeans exeecded the immigration, and 
ever since that year the number of departures has been anywhere from 
six to eighteen times the number of admissions, Accor ding to the 
director of Ne ighborhooa House 4. those umier nineteen years of age 
of age were born her ey. for the most part, md those over 19 or 20 
were born in Mexico. 

Orgenizations: There are two agricultural workers" unions in 
San Diego County, One meets in the Neighborhood House District and 
is affiliated to the Mexiean Feder ation of Labor, and one is independ-~ 
ent and has several locals, Uitmasby about seven, and meets in San 
Ysidro near the Mexican border. Both of these unions mm ve suc ceeded 
in Teaising the wage scale two or more times, Membership is alsmost 
exclusively Moxican in both, 

In 01d Town there is a Spanish American Alliance, a 

secret society for Spanish-speaking people, with mutual aid and 
life insurence benefits, Another lodge, the Caballeros de le Gran 
Tenoxtitlan, (Knichts of the Great Tenoxtitlan), of similar aim, 


opretes in San Dica@, but its activities are very Limited, and its 
life is highly preearious, Membership in both societies is mainly 
Mexic an, 
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are Native Newspapers in the Vernacular; Most of the English 
speaking young Mexicans read the American daily papers, but the Los 


Angeles paper published in Spanish, La Opinion, seems to be the most 
widely read of the non-English papers. There are none pudlished in 
Sen Diego County at present although several years ago one was pub- 
lished Kewe and widely read. 

There are three papers issued in Mexico City to which those 
subscribe who can afford to do so, and these are the Excelsior, El 


Universal, and El Nacional. Another paper with a circulation here of 


200 is El Machete, organ of the Communist party of Mexico, and one of 


the favorite magazines is Caras y Caretas, published in Habana, Cuba. 


Feasts and Holidays: The. Mexican people in San Diego of all 
classes are mainly Roman Catholic, and their culture shows a consider- 
able amount of infiltration of Catholi¢ elements, There is a saint 
for every situation and person, Despite the pressure of the Anglo- 
American social milieu, they maintain the custom of celebrating certain 
‘Mexican holidays, One is the mniversary of their independence from 
Spain on the I6th of September, and the other is to commemorate the 
battle between the French and the Mexican armies at Puebla on the 5th 
of May in 1862, analogous to our Fourth of July, marking the end of 
Mexico's domination by Europe. 

Catholic holidays and festivals are observed by most of the 
working class and recent emigrants. The middle classes, who as a rule 
are most particular in the observance of religious customs are here 
becoming very lax in their celebrations. There is a lessening interest 
in their observance of the 16th of “eptember which festival is usually 
held at Bal boa Park with patriotie speeches and a program with concert 


and dances. 
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These people in their hone Sy “how6¥er , are still as hospitable as 
they are reputed to be, and on special occasions such as weddings and 
birthdays, or baptisms, they treat their gussts with home-made delica- 
cies, tamales, enchiladas, frijoles, albondigas, and tacos, all national 
dishes, They also a exhibition folk-dances at these private 
gatherings, one of the most famous of which is El Jarabe Tapatio. 

Folk-tales and Myths: There is a marked difference between the 
middle and working class families regarding the folk-tales kept alive 
within the family or group. ‘The former insist that the most popular 
stories are traditional European legends such as Snow White, Hansel 
and Gretel, Cinéerella, and Alibaba and the Forty Thieves. 

These are presented-with numerous variations of course, but follow 
the pattern in every respect. The workers’ children, while they hear 
these stories in school and at Neighborhood House, are more intrigued 
by the "devil" tales told them by their Indian or mestizo mothers. But 
the children are not alone in their belief in primitive sorcery and 
various superstitions, as may be seen by the following story. 

the director calwat kibeveané House invited several of the mothers 
to her mountain cabin for a week-end trip, but one of hem, who had a 
young henty refused to go, giving various reasons, She was finally 
prevailed upon, after being promised a comfortable carriage for her 
baby to sleep in, end upon their return to San Diego the director dis-~ 
covered the reason for her earlier unwilliggness. 

It seems that there is a story told anong the Mexicans that if a 
young mother does not watch all night, a snake will come, remove the 
milk from her breasts, leaving them dry, and put his hail in the baby's 
mouth to fool it into believing it has been fed. When the baby loses 
weight). grows sickly and scems about to die, the mother usually stays 


\ 
awake all night nadie cae and thus discovers the couse of the trouble. 
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This woman believed that snakes were numerous in the mountains, 
as she had been told so, and had therefore refused to go. ‘This super- 
stition is similar to the Asiatic and ancient Babylonian legends of 
Lilith. 

_. Another very old religious superstition held by the Mexicans is 
that when a saint is called upon to aid his or her protege, and fails 
to do so, the image or picture of the saint is turned up-side-down, 
and if that does not bring the required results, it is turned to the 
wall, This has a distinct relatioship to certain African, European, 
Asiatic and Mayan customs, and even present day Cambodian, 

Occupations: Most of the lower class Mexicans were farm laborers 
before coming to this country, and in fact were practically slaves on | 
the large haciendas of the wealthy land owners. Some worked in the 
mines, but in the United States the majority remain farm laborers, or 
as they are called in California, migratory agricultural workers, 

In San Diego, however, the proportion engaged in this industry is 
not so large. The greatest number of male wage-earners are day labor- 
ers, many of them employed on W.P.A.projects, Many of then are skilled 
in cement work and so are in demand in this particular field, They 
were formerly employed by the Gas Company, but have been laid off and 
replaced largely by white men, 

Perhaps a fourth of the male wage-earners may be classed as semi- 
skilled workers, such as gardeners, pantrymen, truck-drivers, firemen, 
janitors, cobblers and cannery wrkers, Less than a fourth are skilled 
workers, carpenters, plasterers, meat cutters, blacksmiths and cooks, 
while a few are shopkeepers, ship owners, salesmen, agents and clerks, 
The middle or higher class, who are much in the minority, are students, 


merchants, professionals or diplomats. 


ie 


Celebrities: During the last decade many wellknown Mexicans 
have visited Sen Diego and a few of them have established their resi- 
dences here. Among these may be mentioned three former presidents of 
Mexico, General Pascual Ortiz Rubio, who owns a beautiful home in San 
Diego; General A.L.Rodriguez; and General P.E.Calles, an outstanding 
figure in Mexican polities until recently, when he has made San Diego 
his refuge since his enforced exile from his own country. 

Two noted authors, Nenesio Garcia Naranjo, and Querido Moheno, have 
visited San Diego and given lectures on literary subjects to the Mexican | 
colony. Matta Grever, famous musician and composer, and Jose Mojica, , 
young and accomplished tenor, have given successful recitals here. 

The whole cultural motif of San Diego is colored by the historical 
fact of the Mexican colonization, and much of the interest in the city 
centers in the Moxican traditions and customs, yet class lines and 
racial heritage have preve nted the people from Mexico from presenting 


a united front to the Anglo-American world, 
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It would be very daffieult to report all of my interview 
with thio man in the form of questions and answers, 1 he hed 
had to answer the questions himself, as he spoaks very little 
Melish) and was foeding his roates on the Sunday morning at 
the time I Antorviewed him, He stood inetde the coat ven, and 
moved around from place to place, whtle I stood outedde the 
pen trying to write my HOteBy using & small piece of board! 

ai HOU, af a writing desits 
< asked him why he came to the U, S., and his reply WAS » 
"He make any money in Mexico, jJuet live, couldn't cot seed 
sometiios , and ain't get moh for 
mont." 


eron. Sometimes bad Laverne 


Did you vote in Mexico? . . 
""y fathor @id, I left Mexteo in 1920, Wes only fourteen 
yoara old,” | | | 
pid you got work in California? 
"Sometimes , and sonetines NO WOrite 
“hat have you worked at eines goming hore? 
"Sometimes ono thing, and sometimes something else, Anye 
thing X can gete” | 
pid you attend school An tlexteo? | : 
"Prom 84x to eleven yours old, didn't finish school, worked 
for my father on the farm" me 
“What kind of sports d4d you have while a boy? 
"No savvy." ; 
nen ane shay beans 


Racial Minority Surveysiiexican 


"Yes, baseball and football," 

What church did your folks celong to? 

“gatholie., Still catholics, and go to church sometimes," 

fiow do you like it in California? 

*potter here, Got more money, more work, and better paye 
Setter house here.” (His house is a modest four room buncalow). 

What kind of houses were built where you lived in Mexico? 

"In Mexieo had dobe house, sod roof leaked, Have better 
school heres" | 

At thia point Mr. ove vrother-inelaw appeared on the 
ecene, and as he sours ¥Git” fairly cooc English he took over 
the interview for Peres, This young man was born in Anericay 
but mew coneiderable about the home cormmity in Mexiea. He 
eada neither he nor his brother-in-law knows mich about conditions 
in Nesieo now, but told me something abeut how they wore in 
1920, when Perr left sthmt-countiys jlo said conditions are 
better here than they wore in lexico at that tines 

Can you give me his correct name and date and place of his 
birth? 

"tis name ig Daniel Peres, and he was born in 1906, in the 
state of Guanajuato, in the central part of Moxico. le did 
not belong to tho class that is called peons, who do not ow: the 
lend they farm, but rent it, or work for others on farmae He 

belonged to the class of small farmers who own patches of ground, 

ranging from 30 to 60 acres.” 

What did they «row on these benenane ov farns? 
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| they raised COPN, tobaced, cotton, beang and sugar cand. 
In fact almost any crop could be planted and would crow weil 
in this semletropical Glimate and good soll, Corn was the main 
product, aml wae raised on the highlanis, while sugar cane was 
raised on the lowlandes." | 

Vora there any other industries. in that community? 

“The only imiustries were farming and sowe stock ranching. 
On the patch of ground which Peres’ father owmed corn was the 
principal rope I think he had thirty or forty across" 

What kind of fare inplenents did they use? 

"whe only farm implemonts they had were a plow, cultivetor 
and a herrow, ‘They used either oxen or mules to do the farm 
work or haul their products to mariotj-what they did not 
consume at home." 

Were there any railroads in Guanajuato? 

“There wore two railroads through the stato in which they 
Lived, tG& the Perem family happened to live midway between 
“them, and wore thirty mtlos from the nearest railroad pointe" 

What kind of roads did they have? 

"he roads were vory mae Little or nothing having been 
done to Linpreve them, They were mostly just tratis where the 
earlier settlers rode pack horsea over the more level parte 


of the arpanty It was ten or agai Pe to the nearest town, 


their farm products @emie—toen, Tho country was mountainous) 
and farms products were packed on the backs of miles, When any 


heavy material, such as lumber, had to be hauled, it was carried 


on a twoewhoel cart draw by mies. A trip with the cart was 
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hagardous and slow, on account of the steep inclines in the 
road, ae woli as ite winding course." | 

Were there many town throuch that section? , 

"Shere were several town ten to twonty miles distant from | 
the Pepes home, the largost of which had a population of about 
20,000 people.” | | 

I wish you would deseribe these towns to mee 7 

“io modern system had been used in building them, ‘There 
were very fow Ar any sidewalks, no fire protection, and no 
water or 2ewor ayutems, The houses wore practically all made 
of adobe brie,” | 

How nany ehndidren were ‘ehawe in his fantiy? 

“there wore BALD and he was the second child," 

How many children has he? 

"He married my piston), pan they have four children, His 
wife speaks better English than ho doos, and the children speak 
as good English as the American children do, He has taken out 
his first papers for citizenship, end expects to get his second 
papers soon," 

Which countzy does he consider as giving ite eitisdns the 
more freedon? | | | . 
"so far as freedom is concerned, he saya he thinke there is 
more freedom in Mexieo than in the U. &., as there are too many 

Jaws hore for him to understand, (By freedom I think he moans 
freedom to do as he pleases, such as to etable hie conte alonge 
side his neighborta bedroom window, ov froecom to build any Icind 
of house he chooses, without any eity restrictions.) | 
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what socal events did they have in Mexico? 

"Dancing in the homes was the principal social enjoymonte 
there were no public dances." 

Ave his parents diving? 

“His father is GOA aia he deca not know whether his 
mothor 4s living or not," 

He spoke about having bad government scmetimete What did 
he moan? 

“when he left Wexteo that country was in @ troubled 
condition politically, and 1¢ was rolt that an uprising was in 
the offinge (Whieh uprising thie was, or who were the leaders, 
Z was not able to lear either from Pepes ox his wife's brother, 
out they told me 4t did occur after Perse loft), iveryvody 
wonted to live some place where there was a more settled state 
of affaire politically." 

‘What about the national sports? 

"Horae racing, bull fighting and roping were the importmt 
events, aml constituted the population's principal diversion 
outetde of the few social evento.” 

What does his reading consist of ? 

"He reads English a little, but not to such en extent that 
he can read the newspapers ami got the meaning of the things 
he reads about." 

Which language do they speak in their home? 

“they speak both English and Mexican in—thaie-hemer" 

Do they observe the liexicen holicays, and do Gey unersels 
ever to return to that country? 
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ei de they observe Hexiean customs and holidays sonewhat, but 
; “they do not expect to Live in that country agains" 
liew ia he politically? 
"He is a Democratic Socialist, and a Roosevelt booster," 
lias he improved his condition financtally in Amertea? — 
Hoy ho fe not any better off financially than when he 
came hore in 1020, and has worked at odd jobs Gurine the years 
he has lived in this country, He rents a lace Pl lig RD 
wie ate hawhherm, consisting of about a half aere of 
“ground, al is fenced, On it he has rabbite (200 does and 


some young ones), some chickens, some goats, one or two COWS, 


and several other kinds of domestic animals," | 
What de it he would like to do, or whet ie his exbition? 
"He would 24lse to om a farm of-niz-comy as that is what 
be is mors acoustomad to than anything elees 
realizing this ambition are not very geod at present." 


es 


Huan 9 
oP Gaelg & 


jae 


-— we 


Care (pete hci fle 


wes Le 


utes, § , 


pares 


; ee J * b. ‘oS ny a me ,- Pes 
yas. Sy ee, Sete “ 
of 7 Mele, Pai ey Ie q 


Te Ge 
i, }4 


vw 


—<—<$<—$—$——_~ 
‘ Pi. 
e kh 
a 

re Ss 

- § =o. 

; ‘a 

“e 

. ee 


RACTAL MINORITI&S SURVEY ~ ISxXTCAN. 


Interview wth Herbert de Ieries: "I was born in Mexico 
City, Mexico, in 1698, the eldest of nine children, five 
brothers and three ‘elsters; none of whom were over two years 
apart. iy father and mother's ancestors were epenseh, uv 
both were born and raised in lexteo. 

"For many years of my early life, ny fether, Sipiateto~ 
Lewes wes a colonel in the Mexican army during the latter 
years of the presidency of Porfirio Dias, the benevolent but 
despotic 'Dictator' of Mexico for a quarter of a century. 
Upon the downfall end—the-restenetion. of Diez in 1911, the 
ineoming president, Franciseo I, Madero, potdved my father 
from the army and he entered the wholesale liquor bueiness, 
which he followed until his death. 

"All of the immediate fenily, ny mother, two sisters and 
five brotherg, live in Los Angeles. Three of my brothers 
are narrieé , but the two eisters and two brothers are still 
single. Ky eldest sister, who was married to a General in the 
Mexican army, under the regine of Venustieno Carranza, died 
several years ago in san Antonio, Texas. Of the married 
brothers one is an electricien, one conducts a laundry route, 
ané one works for the Pullman Company, where the two single 


brothers work also. The two sisters do not work end are — 


supported, tocether with my mother, by the two single brothers. 
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Feorge Doward ; 
11-28-36 : 


“while my father never aequired wealth as it is gauged 
in our native country, the family was always in comfortable 
circumstances, and my éntire education was received in private 
schools. From "ghe grammar grades 1 was sent to a prepsratory 

* school which sorresponds to a high school edueet den in the 
United states, end then entered the National Militery School 
in Mexico City, where I studied for three years, craduating 
with a second lieutenant's commission. 

"Our family life from eerly childhood, at least as far . 
as the boys were concerned, was more or less of a military 
nature. As far buck as I can remember my father controlled 
the discipline ofthe household and consequently it was rether 
stiff and formal. Slang was not allowed and I cannot ever 
remember ef hearing my father or any of the family using a 
curse word at home, This formal life was carried out in the 
schools where all of my teachers were men, who seemed to pride 
themselves on discipline, «at times they seemed more interest- 
ea in curbing four independent desires than they were in just 
how well YOU prevered Fou lessons. 

"When we were old enough to want to read ashes they were 
selected for us by cur feather, and my early reading were those 
books whith my father thought best for me rather then the ones 
which I might have selected. However, the first story books 
I can remember were interesting to ne, inoiuedne *Ked Hiding 
Hood! tales, as well a® those about the birth of our Saviour 


and oher religious tales and myths, mostly of a Catholic nature, 
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"My outdoorPleasures in early life consisted mostly of 
trying $e play 'hookie' from sehool in order to play marbles 
and fly wi tons yweseiexing basebal{ and fencing interested me 
most after I had reached the competitive age. the latter was 
taught tn both the preparatory and the military sehools. 

*hexico's indscauhante day, September 16, Christmas and 
New Year's Day were the principal holidays we Looked forwerd 
to, and all were celebrated publicly with the usual Spanish 
Fiestas of dancing, eating, drinking, throwing confetti, ete., 
but in the honey dadiné'/gna a few simple games made up our 
celebrations. citts at Christmas time did not play as impor- 
tant a part in our celebration as it does today in the United 
States, or even in Mexico, After coming to the United States, 
while we continue to recognize Sept. 16th, the entire family 
hes become accustomed to celebrate qa the Fourth of July also. 

"My early superstitions were concerned mostly with what 
brought bad luck, such as ‘walking under a ladder,? "black 
eat crossing your path,' tmneeting a nunehback,* ata, but 
myths and fiction never interested me much, end later I turn- 
ed to history almost exclusively for my leisure reading. 

"Almost immediately after leaving the National Military 
School, I was ealled into service and given a conmission as 
captain in the Mexicen army where I spent eighteen months 
in active service defending the Carranza government against 

on of, tamale? ; 
the rebellion of Alvaro Obregon and tke- Adolfo de la 
Huerta sfereer, Gna) left rske army life after the overthrow 
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of the Carranza regime Bocthe=-+et+er—tro-pencrats., within 
a short time et#an I came to Los Kseeies, Calfornia for a 
visit and have never returned to Mexico for any length of 
time. Most of the actual conflict t énnunes in during my 
service in the Constitutionalist forces was around donterrey, 
Mexico, where we hed buearal engagements with Villista forces 
led by Peneho Villa, 

"The first sexsemeri visit I made to the United States was 
on a trip from Vera Cruz to New York City to accompany my 


eldest sister, making the trip to joln her husband, a general 


4n the Carranze forces, who was forced to flee Mexico after 


the downfall of the Constitutionelist forces, My brother-in- 
lew, tesetees with Venustiano Carranza, the president, and 
many of his most active leaders, fled e=-e=bedy-from Mexico 
City to Vera Cruz, when the downfall of Varranza was apparent, 
and from there they seattered to different parts of the world. 
Carranza never reached Vera Cruz, He was sdeakdinated en~ 
route. "9 is | 

"My first impression ppon-arrivine—ia—the-tnitet ctates~ 
was one of diseppointment in New York City, JI had heard so 


‘much about one of the largest cities in the world, that 1 


had built up in my mind something I can hardly describe, but 
which was colfossalg wed I had expected everything to be so 


different fromm i fexico City that ate 
ef in-this-resnact, ate impressed with the speed of trans- 
portation about the city and the latest methods of doing 


everything. 


Ty RAE ORE RRS nent rial: vara: ana Oy) ae ea ae 


AE oe hee at ab 
j 


' ' Co] _ 
© (a 4 f > . ‘ ‘i ; 
| " a 5 pre , * = - Atte eal s 
Te 4 TE ee Pr teak alll - net SP. PG) a fR 
‘ y ' : ae eee 
3 j , 
ily ae we. Nua i of 
. re Ba a 4 a : v 
' 
% wy ¥ t “4 
oT ¥ f 1 
} { ity BM ’ oa 
$ { ig 
4 
% 
ee J rye Ou ry ty Bas f 
+ hed "| w+ ee 
ik ‘ 
v ’ 
Pe rriary. r2¢ Dey t 
: ; 
i) Saree eee f ee ae 
\ fT ae s 
: ed Le hee Abe 
' tee ° 7 ‘ae 
‘ - * 7 
4 i fan fs), eee 1 he 
, 
‘ 
*” P . ‘ i vant * 
4 - yh ie SVR ja: Ol 
- i} 
, fy [hat ale Seal aed al ; wee f 
eri Sa ang id B® ese oot lie t | Heals Hy , é oh ei hou whit he 
ial Ties Ot sear PF : i j Se be) ee ae at A het Yel aan 
diag , 
? ‘ 
r 
{ u j 
. ‘ 
i yaceny f , 
¥ t we mit we 
’ 
” * ” haa - —_ a gue 
8 adi on ‘ q Se ple ab { P ni al 
| 
| 
‘ a ’ ' ; - $A 
* 
i : 
o i pt wt i a4) 
site, 
\ t OTT ats thy a 
| { Layee sp es { , A ge 
| 
: t re s } Rie « " a , 
ae ‘vie ieee me U ty he ne aro? 
| f é 
\ , ‘ J : ue i a i 
f ih hy j <a pall alae ai oi a vans aoe Oe ee go Oe ey, we, oe 
Se eee EE en Tepe liineren tinal (MET Dy) A a IT 
‘ Net ae all i = i! rw. 


i 


PT te er, ae reer res wey Tk Te 
7 4 > J ‘ Pal 
WER] ; 


ee 


Racial Winoritios Survey - 
Mexican. 


"I had a very close friend in Mexico City who at the 
time was attending Loyola University in Los fmgeles, and 
with whom I had been keeping up a correspondence. Shortly 
after my return from New York City I decided to take advan- 
tage of his many invitations Co ee and came 
to Los angeles for a three week's visit. 

"Through my student friend at Loyola UNEVEEEAGT: I met 
a Mexican doctor who was practicing in Los ‘neeles, and 
within two weeks after my arrival I had accepted a position 
as private secretary to nin, end liked the work so well that 
I gave up all idea of ever returning te Mexico City where 
_ governuental affairs seemed constantly in a turmoil. I felt 
that I hed little opportunity of taking advantage of my 
military education and training under the Obregon regime £0 
I remained six years with my first employer. During this 
time my father neditea; oad eldest ister adamo had died, and 
shortly : her death, her husband had been killed 
while leading a small army in an attempted counter revolu- 
tion against the Obregon forees, This led to the removal to 
Los Angeles of my mother, two sisters und five brothers for 
per manent residence tere. 

"The confinement of office work bean to irk nel, and 
through another friend I was prevailed upon to take my first 
trial at salesmanship by accepting a position to sell auto- 
mobiles. The outdoor life and freedom in working hours so 


appealed to me that I have been selling automobiles for the 
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ten years, Despite of the great depression I have been able 
to make a good living, whieh has about convinced me that 

for the present, at Teast, I could hardly petter my position 
in life in some other field of endeavor, and em content to 

be anal ork for advancement in automobile sales and service work. 
DOT a . “As for the future, my close blood relatives are ell Liv- 
in the United states; I have married an American girl oF. 


ie) French ancestry and we have one child. T received my business 


training in the United States, and while I etiil have a lot 
of feeling for my people end ny native country, I do not 
believe 1 shell ever again live in Mexico, Mexican wane 

i an despite their advancement in the pest ten youn are still 


too antiquated for one treined to the ways of the United 


tates." 
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Interviews A ; 


“ROSENDO GARCIA 


Born to middle-class parents, Rosendo Ganete, now 48 years 


; old, came to the United States in April 1908 };~he..does..no}—rer 


the—exect-daté. He was born at Leon, Guanajuato, this being one of 
the Mexican states which have given most immigrants to this country. 
Garcia- has made only one trip to his native town in the 28 years of 
his residence here; he says he had in mind to remain in Mexico for 
good should the conditions appear satisfactory to his plan. "But 
they are not" - he says - "jobs are scarce, possibilities for an ad- 
vancement are remote; life is so different from that over here, that 
after visiting with relatives a short time, I decided to come back to 
this country." 

When he was fourteen years old, just out of elementary school, 
he was put by his father at learning the cobbler's trade, all by hand, 
as at that time there was in Mexico no machinery used for this indus— 
try. At the beginningy he worked six months without any compensation; 

for the next year he got one peso every week; then, he states, during 
three years he was paid for what he produced, and got as much as fif- 
teen and twenty pesos a menor a magnificent salary at that time. 

With only forty pesos, all his savings, he made his first trip 
to this country, crossing the boundary line at Hl Paso, Texas. ‘He had 
no luggage with him; so one day he boarded a street-car at Juarez, 
ipntiods and after a few minutes’ ride he was ekwmeeady in American ter- 


ritory, with a few dollars in his pocket, no friends, and looking for 
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a job. His ambition was to get a steady job in a shaeafactery like 
those he had seen pictured in the newspapers: to work in immense rooms 
full of shiny and sturdy machinery, together with thousands of men of 
every known nationality, 

After working in odd jobs such as flunky in a Mexican restau- 
rant, shoe-shine boy at the door of a second class hotel, he was ac- 


cepted as all-around boy in a shoe-repair sa by a Greek, and 
Oe oes ntp 


KA OL. 


Since that time he has followed the-seme trade, new-with the use of 
machinery and tools he had never imagined when in Mexico, 

He had dreamed of joining the American Federation of Labor, 
but #e was told they do not admit Mexicans in the. workingmen's unions 


where the American element predominates. Now he knows that without 


being a union man he will not be permitted to work in any standard fac- 


tory in the United States, and that lately even in Mexico such restric- 
tions prevail. 

Ganete- is an honest man, home-loving, sober, and a steady and 
conscientious worker. When newly arrived at El Paso, Texas, he attend- 
ed for months the evening classes in English for foreigners, in one of 
the public schoolsy- and made slow progress. | 

‘After the second year of his stay in this country, he married 
a Mexican girl he met at the class-roon, and both of them quit the 
school work to devote all their time to the duties of their new life. 
They rented a modest apartment in bre-Second—Ware, a section populat - 
ed mainly by Mexican peopley-~-and-nreade-tt-thetr—-home, By that time he 
was making $20 a week, a fairly good salary for a cobbler. Since his 
marriage Gaweia has toyed with the idea of taking his wife to Mexico 


and acquainting her with his folks. They had the new clothes they 
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bought for their wedding, and could make a good impression on his 
relatives and friends living at his native town. He was proud. of 
himself and of his wife, and from the bottom of his heart de wished 
they could establish themselves anong his own people. This was not 
possible, he says, because his wife had already become accustomed 

to the American standards and felt herself & stranger in the Mexican 
environment; besides, their country was beginning to experience the 
evils of civil war, 

They came back to the United States, through El Paso, Texas, 
in May 1911, but Garcia being unable to get back his former job, ac- 
cepted the suggestion of a Mexican friend WOH Odt-C OP O-f--HiS-—-OWNL, 

‘mo Va to Los Angeles, where he succeeded in getting employment 
in the trade of his choice. Since August icasee ers and his wife have 
been residents of the Belvedere section where he bought a new small 
house on installments. ‘ 

Before their marriage, Catiodienks wife was a member of the 
Mexican Baptist Church and, although in Mexico both of them belonged 
to the Roman Catholic Church, Mrs. Gawede first,and then her husband, 
joined the Baptist Church at Los Angeles, They seem to be satisfied 
with their new hs tin ta ha are punctilious about their duties, , 

Past inant 
With respect to this, Garcia says that he gave up his plans to men / 
inber the Catholic Church ae their trip to Mexico, because he / 


found out hae ae expenses to be incurred were too much for him, 


) 


They _ Wrekin their new faith, instead, 
Three children, two boys and a girl, have been born to the 
GaT@ies. Thinking a lot of American education, they put them through 


elementary, grammar, and high school; one of the boys! and the girl 


has now been graduated. The has just married an American boy, 
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| and Gemrte feels proud of bees 228376 their union is going to be a 
happy and lasting one. 

Genete—does not want to become an American citizen, but 
everything points to his indefinite stay in this country. A+mest 

Lo a year he rides alone to San aki and goes across the line 
to visit Tijuana where he buys some presents for his folks. He says 
that now his daughter has made her home in the United States, that 
his eldest boy is fond of sports, and the Mine talks of uae 
ding a college education, he has made up his minal te remain here for 

the rest of his life, 

This immigrant greavel caecen English for his trade and for 
the most necessary occasions, but he does not read American papers 
as his children do. He buys the Mexican daily paper La Opinion,which 
is published at Los Angeles, and keeps himself fairly well informed 
of what is going on in Mexico, He reads also the Spanish books 
which he gets from the Public Library, and a few that he has bought 
from the three or four Spanish book-stores located near La Placita 
(The Little Plaza) in downtown Los Angeles, | 

But what Garcia and his wife enjoy soe what has become 
part of their life's routine, are the Spanish programs they can get 
on their radio, three or four of them every day. Garcia says that 
their radio maintains in them the Mexican ideals, and keeps him and 
his wife well attached to the old country; even their children who 
have never been in Mexico, are very fond of Mexican music transmitted 
through the Spanish broadcasts, 

| Money? Yes, they have saved a few dollars for an emergency 
aes as the erected arrival of their first grand-child, a baby they 


hope will be perce oy aame aus fe American; they were able to put aside 
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yt ‘enount but the. one nea for their Pate howe wed=- 
during the peak of the depression. . 


. ‘The two Garcia boys associate with American girls they have 
) at the schools, and their father thinks that when his children 
le and begin to get substantial salaries, they will marry American 


It seems to him there is no other path ‘to follow. In their 


a > ee ee ee ee ee 


_ hone the younger generation has almost forgotten the native tongue 3 

ter mong themselves, his children speak only the English language, dress 
Pe nee 

ree cording to the American fashion, and spiritually they have ceased 


tobe Mexicans, 
aw 
ee ols 
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Mrs. Clara Monrey, 42 years old, was born at Guadalajara, Mexico. 
She was ‘gebdaated from college and began a teacher's career jwonty f 
years ago. She has been a resident of Old Town, a Spanish speaking 
commnity in San Diego, since her arrival to-thip-eountryy~in 1922. She 
married a Mexican-American but is now divorced. The fact stated by 
Mya. Monwoy about her immigrating inte United States fourteen years 
ago, and the fact also that her elder boy is 21 already, gives ground 
to the idea of her having married Mr. Monwey, a Mexican-American, in 
Mexico. They may have came to United States years later, bringing their 


child with them. ‘he younger bey was born at San Diego four years 
after their arrival. 

When newly arrived at San Diego she worked sometimes teaching 
school to Spanish-speaking children, doing sewing and other labor for 
American and Mexican families, and giving Spanish lessons to American 
adultse Four years ago when she divorced Mr. Monroy, she was given the 
custody of her two boys ana she had to support them through school The 
older boy is now working with one of the largest industrial concerns in 
town; the younger, 10 years old, is doing fine in gmmmar school. 

lirse Monvey is a well educated wonan. Besides being very efficien 
her profession as school teacher she is accomplished at the piano and is 


‘ . 
teaching misic to her younger child. She owns her home in 014 Town and io 
well liked by her neighbors, although she stays home or goes to work most 
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pee cid Seep lings to thie ideas of her old tountry. ilrs. Moxrey's home; 

; a tiny frame house on an ineonspieuous street etenaeaoin': built om a 
pleee of ganten poorly tensed. A thick jasmine vine dedorates the front 

| of the eottage and covers part of the porch. Bactus plants and rose bushes grow 

ina sort of careless fashions ‘The dwelling is a four room mailaing, " 
‘the main room being a parler Of ‘rather small dimenai ons in which a vertical 
old piano lays opened always as being in constant Use. Two comfortable 
sheivs and a humble book ease complete the sStook. fumitures Mexican 
people are very fond of masie. Poor families We their guitars at yond, 
medium ¢lass and hich ¢lasa very ‘Vids dispenses with a pianos (af masie 
store in Sen Diego may inform that even after the pou larization of the 
radio, they are still selling many pianos, second hand in moat cases, to 
Mexican favilies.) A Mexiean drawing-room seldom lacks a plane, and in a 
Mexican home where the sala (front room or main room) will lack even chairs 
there will always be a piano. During the phonograph Cray before the radio 
became availsbie in price to Mexiean families, there existed a strong 
market for phonographs and phonograph near in Spanish, for the Mexican 
trade in the United States. Although ske rye Ne that ad stoves are more 


convenient; she ¢lains that cooked on them does not ‘ache as good as 
the-“ér ‘til aa eicutesin hina ap nieaeeaading tag iin dieedi Pogell-s oniguae 
Hetvkbera, when-preparin | “@ishes of which Mes, ieee is very fond, 


She still wears long tresses neatly and carefully done up» She is neatly and 
cleanly dreased at all tines. — 

Fron , her Ameri¢an acquaintances with whom she is very popular, 
TOL the principal of the nearest school, who speaks highly of hers 
In connection with him, she relates the following incident whteh-teok-place 


go. A Bo¢iety woman and talented writer of Point Loma, called 
upon Mrs. Moswey at the suggestion of the principal of the school, seeking 
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her aid in the staging of a Spanish folk play, using school children as 
talent, and she gladiy ecneumbele fe ee eT ee 

at was told by the principal," she says, thet I would be given the 
right to sesimaste nost puttable ext can types for the play and coach them 
in their parse The play was a Curt stins pageant, {a ia) very 
similar to those I have seen represented scores of times in all tows 
in Mexia) during the Yuletide cnt and . was entimsiastie about the 
matter yas. , é fig Vhows 


when the time arrived to chaos the seabare of the acute I was 
confront ed with a goed number of Mexioan girls from the school, and with them 
two Indian girls, very homely Looking, whom I judged unlike the great majority 
of Mexican girls. Then I suggested that these two Indian girls, none of then 
Speaking Spanish, be & aside, on that two Mexioan girls be given their 
roles." 

"The woman directing the play, ttre-ame who had requested my cooperation, 
cane to me and coldly said: “This is our show ani we'll do as we want." (I) 
I felt humiliated with her attitude, because I thought, and still do, that 
the supposed refined woman vias rude to me and with no reason at all; «TI 
swallowed my pride and didn't utter another word. Then I went home for the 
day." 

"The following morning I received a meanage ‘hn the ne gad asking 
me to continue the task assigned to me in the play, but I nag tatorma 
thet I had no intention of helping her any more, putting as pretext that my 
household duties and my daily work ahaerbed all my times Really, I never 
expected a cultured and talented woman to act the way she did toward me on 


gach an unimportant matters I had no obligation whatever toward her, nor was 


I going to receive compensation for my work, so I don't understand why 


 Mrse treated me with that sort of despotians" 
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speaks, otherwise, favorably of the American people. 
She has worked several times as dressmaker for prominent families and 
praises sae attitude of well-educated ladies toward her. She does not conteme 
plate going back to M xlegy for thase two reasong} her Amrican born 
~) lag and her financial circumstances, She would like to return, but with 


plenty of: funds to vipa Shek she hadn't bark ae count ry to ge back as poor 


as she was in Mexico, She is contemplating applying for Aneri can citizenship, 
she wtkbede # 

Until four months ago, irs, Monmoy nord hard to PUpport her two 
doves, then pne of ‘then got a poattton with a salary of $125, ard she becan 
to enjoy a well deserved rest, as hor oon gave. her $607 a xe for their 
living 6 saecapem| enough to sustain her vans nicely. Chere two weeks ago, the 
ir failed to show iA ed for thee night hs ten Mrs. Monwey Saw him agei Be he 

pa ane had married en American girl. 

"He said to me that he vas sorry," Mrs. Monsey Baye, "but that he found 
no other way ont Hie crt tetent was - in sreintie at the coumty hospital, 
and was guinea to be peace to contagious cases as part of her practice; he 


feared she iy ae contract & rosa ped probably die, so he spoke of getting 


married. she quit she studies and moved te an apartment)-with relatives of 


hers. He rented a Foon for MiMwelt » ana wi Lt. no longer be able ¢O support me. 
Ee suggested that I ‘take a position as ‘nda sieaneae for some elderly man in want 
of sonebody to tale Gare of him, or that I wrk for a fily as a chambermaid, 
"I will remain home to loek after your brother," I answered, "and I 
hope I'll find my way around without your help, as I did for so Many years 
before you got your \settad ee But it hurts me to think I worked so hard to 
Yaise and educate you, sacrificing myself for so long a time to alive you a 
geod start in life, and you pay me back siggesting that I go to work as a 
servant omong strange people." 
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SURVEY OF NATIONAL MINOIRTIES IN CALIFORNIA. 


w 


(Merin County) 


Mexicanse 


The history of Mexican emigbation and settlement in 
Marin Carnty iS very meager; in fact the United States Census of 
1930 gives the foreign born Seeeint cree ies 
The majority of this group came from the northern 
part of Nexico-@ those states bordering on the United Stat CSe 
\ 


The large Mexican population and cluster groups, 


both foreign and mtive born, are located in the Centrek and 


Southern parts of the State - Secramento and San Joaquin Valleys - 


and the citrus belt of Sathern California. 

Follwing swh ocmpations as laborers, fruit 
and cotton pickers, 

The group residing in Marin County is so small 
and widely scattered, that it is impossible to state tie length 
of time in the United States. 

There are no native organizations, newspapers 


feasts, holidays or Folkways Observed. 
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"HL CERRO DEL FRAILE* 
(Continued) 


"After the shepherd got out of the cave," Senora Campes, said, 
continuing the story of El Cerro Del Fraile, "he ran all the way 
to his home, and told his mother how the scapular of the Blessed 


TAA 


Virgin, he always carried around his neck, had saved him. At that 


Ly 
time," the senora exp laine 4d, "it was not a crime in Mexico to carry 
the blessed stamp of a Saint or of the Holy Mo bers, hung with a long 
cord, from. one's neck. I carry one myself," she said. And at my 
request, she showed me a square little package in which a picture 
of the Sacred Sacrament was printed.* She had her's pinned to her 
pee cere ey. wa eR a safety pin. 

"You see, it was really a miracle that the poor man was not 
killed in the fall,” the senora continued, "for he told that there 
were boxes and iron trunks everywhere, and he fell on soft sand in- 
stead. The shepherd told Ris) necher that when he opened hiseyes again 
and began to feel around him, accidentally put his hand in an opem box, 
filled with round things that shone in the darkness of the cave. 

iad with joy as he recognized the round pieces png: he be- 


gan 


* In former times the scapula was a narrow strip of cloth wr 
across the shoulders, by certain orders of the Roman Catholics. Later, 
the scapular was worn in front, a cord substituted the cloth, anda 
stamped image wrapped in a piece of cloth, was attached to the cord. 


The scapular is regarded as an amulet by the faithful. 
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to fill his sombrero, pe séen realized his impossibiiity to carry 


it out of the cave, as he needed his hands to climb Pe LA He 
scratched his Ree and then began to empty the contents of his knap- 
sack, (tortillas and frijoles), and filled it with the Spanish doub- 
loons. The shepherd was about to start out, when he heard a voice, 
calling his name. ‘Jose, todo, a nada.‘ (all or nothing). And as 
he felt the hairs on his body sharply rising, Jose turned his head, 
and saw the shadow of a priest, clearly outlined on the uneven wall 
of the cave. 

"Like a soul pursued by the devily Jose got out of the cave, and 
ran all the way to his home. 

"His mother warned him against going back to the cave, but the 
young shepherdy the very next day bought burros, baskets, and strong 
reatas, (ropes), amd earrying candles and a hammer ,~the=fotkowing. 
nerning—just-b-efore..deawn; he started on his way to the cave. 

"He reached the bottom of the cave quite early, lit his candle, 
and then began ve ea boxes}, end fill his baskets with ae contents. 
"Suddenly a —— “of hats appeared from nowhere and began to 
strike Jose on his face and bo dy y until the-shephera’ had to stop his 
Werirelcecangii tele ucaiashiktket-tuciare. ita the horsicica, case 
was about to give up everything and run, the figure of a bandit ap- 
peared, He-wes- dressed in Its priestly garments, but me face was 
only a grinning skull. ‘Jose," the figure said in a deep and husky 

voice, *you must take it all or nothing.' 

"The terrified shepherd did ‘not wait any longer. He threw the 
candle he-trad—in—h4 5 and blindly made his way out of the cave. 
He ran beteeady a short distance before he fell in a swoon. He was 


| piched up by strangers, ‘put he never told the story of his adventure. 
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He wrote it in paper, for Jose was struck dumb with fri ght. 
"Accompanied by date ai Jose tried several times to locate the 
Phace of the hidden treasure, but he never could. He was advised to 
try it alone, but he answered that, although he knew the cave was 
full of money, there was not enough in it to induce him to see the 
grinning skull of the ghost again. Some people doubted his story, but 
Jose, now an old and well-to-do merchant who jJives in the city of 


Culiacan, still keeps a few doubleons as souvenir." 


"TRICKS CF COYOTE" 


"Coyote is a very cunning(naimal who knows how to get rid of 
fleas," the enora said. "When coyote is bothered with fleas, he 
takes a small branch between his teeth and runs for the nearest pool 
or river. First »-he dips his feet in the water, and as the fleas go up 
to avoid being dromed, coyote gets in deeper and deeper, until all 
the fleas haave congregated on the little branch. Then, suddenly 
dipping his head in the water, coyote leaves the branch floating and 
comes out free from the annoying insects. 

"Another peculiar trick of coyote is, that as,in mos t Mexican 
villages, chickens roost on trees, whenever he feels hungry for a 
hen, he comes before the chickens have come down from their roost, 
and begins to go 'tround and 'round the tree, increasing his volsetty 
at each turn. Some fowl following the movaamts of coyote with his 
hess becomes dizzy and falls to the gmund. Swift as the wind coyote 
maps te his prey and BRA Peter e the attention of the rancher is attract- 
ed by the frightened hens.” 
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"6°98 JUAN GONZALEZ ove , 


“Nothing that I have done in my life may be of interest to you or, , 
to any other persdn ‘not of my immediate family.» I have nothing to conceal i 
either, but if you insist, I'll tell’ you°L was bornyin Mexicali, Lower, Cali-_ 
fornia.” 24 years ago. My father was’a laborer born in Rosario, Sinaloa, 
Mexico, who, having heard that big agricultural enterprises were being deve- 
loped at Imperial Valley,’ and that ‘subetantial’ salaries: were being paid, moved, 
from Nogulen, Sonora, where he was living, to the American town of Calexico, _ 
the center ‘of great activities , some time during 1904. My mother came with 
him, and he found occtipation in the irrigation works, canals end levees under 
construction at that time on Mexican territory. 

“when they arrived at the Valley; in those days practically: deserted, 
my father had to build himself in Mexicali°a “ramsda”»to live under, He used 
to say that during the first months of ‘their’stay at Mexicali, my mother suf- 
fered very much on account of the very hot climate, and the flies that.were a 
plague in the day time, and the mosquitoes which robbed: them of ‘their sleep at 
night. You know how those "Ramadas" were: a few long sticks supporting a roof 
puilt of a "cachanilla," a sort of ‘brush ‘growing alongside the river-bed and the 
denkis. Little by little, ‘when the cold weather was approaching, flimsy walls 
of grass ad mud were erected to protect the inhabitants against the chilly winds 
and the rain. My mother t01d the ‘tat ON“tHe Américan’side ofthe Valley.come of 
the new eettlers’ were building'a few frame houses, but those on the Mexican side. 
were less ‘than ‘half a dozen at the times” "9 o> oo 


"muy father worksa” onthe¢irst irrigation eanals-which: were, built. by 


Bass pes engineers, making $1.50 8 day, more than four times the highest 


\) > any 
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salary he ever “feceived back in/Sinaloa-and Sonora.where he worked. before. But 
the*cost of Lliving'was high toos»:Then came the 1905 flood when the Colorado... 
River broke*the main canal near Yuma,’ Arizona, and flooded the Valley until the 
following year, when its current swept» most of. the Mexicali buildings... My par- 
ents’ primitive abode was dragged into the river, and they had to flee for their 
lives losing everything they owneds .My mother was.expeecting her first baby who 
was born in August 1906 and died the following dey, perhaps on account.of lack 
of comfort. for my poor mother who suffered. intensely that time.. 

"By the time I was born, my father had already built. an adobe house 
in Mexicali. Due’ to his good behavior end his tenaeity.at. work, he had prose 
pered after the floods He was working forthe C..M. (California-Mexico Deve- 
lopment Co.) ‘in their ranch near Mexicali, where they had extensive fields... 
planted with alfalfa, and kept thousands, of cattle. and, goats grazing. on them. 
They would later import: these cattle, under bond, into Mexico, and then have 
them brought back into:the United. States to,.the slaughter-houses without, pay= 
ing any customs duty. My father was one of the foremen of the Mexican ranch, 
and received a fairly good salary. Hevenjoyed comfort at-home, some of which. 
he had never*had in Sonora or Sinaloa; our furniture was Amer icanemade, and my 
mother bought almost everything we-consumed, from Calexico, on the.American side. 
We were happy. > 

soo8T grew up'at Mexicali and attended the Calexico school for about two 
years during which term I learned enough English to greatly help me’ in. the ea 
I don't know what I-wuld be today without my knowledge of the language... I .also 
went to the Mexicali school»for three years, but I never finished the grammar 
school. When Iowas sixteen’ years old: my father put me to work asia zanjero, tak- 
ing care of a system of irrigation ditches which were.the property of the Imperial 
Irrigation District, an American company) with offices at Mexicali... They were. pay- 


ing me$3.50 a day. ‘My’ father was: getting. $4.00 from the Colorado River:Co., 
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which succeeded the C. M. Ranch, as owner dt tarde land-holdings on the Mexi-~ 
‘can side. © That: was the time when*the cotton. business went down, and employment 
‘began to be scarce in the Valley. \The cotton growers lost big money, ‘the sal- 
varies were reduced, iand ‘several: companies quit the field, pressed by lack of 
tiunded £14 scwuething better whic 

| -(oo"My job. was ‘very good, considering the citreumstances; many cotton 
growérs would not give up, and the small ranches :kept working with the hope of 
‘a reaction on the cotton price. (On my job Ivyhad to get up from bed almost at 
midnight, mount my horse: and go tq inspect the irrigation canals put under my 


vearé, and open or close the water intakes-for the ranchers, always following» 


the-daily orders given to me by the Company. Sometimes, for weeks, I had noth 
ing elas to do but watch the canals and see that everything was in good order. 
There was a lot of litigation going on between the Company and the customers; 
many complaints were being ‘filed, on bad faith most of them; ill feeling was . 
‘growing among the farmers, and the office was shifting us, the “zanjeros,” al- 
most every week; with the corresponding worries for us. I was the youngest of 
them and.got tired of my job which‘after four years of services I finally gave 
‘up with my-parents’. consent. : 

"We had a little money saved in one-of the Galexico banks. From the 
-beginning, my father insisted that I-open a savings account in my own name, and 
he had another in his name; we shared our household expenses and felt secure 
with the backing of our moneys I-succeeded, in getting a job with the Mexican- 
Chinese Co, as-a timekeeper, and had to be in different. ranches where the com- 
pany had made loans. to»the cotton.growers, most of them Chinese. I found out 
during my two years’ stay with this concern that. the Chinese people are meek: 
and gentle with everybody but their employees, to whom they are almost as.des- 
-potice as ‘the Japs. As ayrule, 1 don't like Orientals. The best bosses Lever 


‘had were Americans; they-are more considerate to the people working, for them,» 
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“VUl*onmen' the Chinese company went;out,of business about 1926, I was left 
again without ‘employment. | I had made.plans) to sleave the Valley for any other. 
placé of better climate; vubinateieniieg mine cot.uane, Job, with cotton-gin~ 
ning dohcern, of Mexicali also, and-I ‘accepted it. Instead of iia satan: 5 
there I did something better which was to marry a Mexican girl born and raised 
in Calexico. From that time on ed Run. 46 the American education she had re- 
ceived, I have been, myself, constantly becoming Americanized. We have had 
three children and they are more American than Mexican; our meals are cooked in 
the American style, and what is more appalling, the English language is spoken 
by all of us at home. Do I regret it? Yes, I do, and those most affected are 
my parents, who are now unable to understand their grandchildren. I wish my 
wife would teach the Spanish language to our children, but she is kind of sel- 
fish. What am I going to do about that matter? 

"We are still living in Calexico where we own a very comfortable cote 
tage and have everything we wish to make our home attractive, That seems to be 
the only concession my wife has made to my parents: not to take me away from 
them. I see them as often as I want, and at least once a week I stay with them 
for lunch and enjoy my mother's Mexican cooking. She does not agree at all 
with my wife; I know she hates to be called "granny" instead of "abuelita” by 
my children, and sometimes speaks of going back to 21 Fuerte, Mexico, “to die 
among her people," she says. I am still working for the ginning company in 
their very reduced plant, and my father is employed by them as a night watchman, 

"Religion? My wife belongs to the Baptist Church of Calexico; I was 
educated by my mother as a Catholic, but it has been more than ten years since 
I visited a church; I don't feel like it. My idea of religion is to be honest 
and kind to everybody, but it is not necessary to go to any church; I respect 
others’ ideas, though. My wife and I belong to the Alianza Hispano Americana 


(Spanish American Alliance) a mutualist society with which we carry ea small life 
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Juan Gonzalez dill ee eta iE 
» odnsurance, and my wife is a very, active member of the Baptist Church Ladies 

PUY | 
Club. We receive only American papers, the local daily and a religious week- 


ly, but when I visit my parents in Mexicali, I read the Mexican magazines my 


father buys for mother's enjoyment." 
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and half a dozen chairs, composed the parlor set’ of the Martinezs “ious: 2% 
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“wT was born 45° years ago to a farmer’s family of San Jose del Cabo;’ 
my father owned a atiall ranch which haa provided for his needs until last yeer, © 
when as & result of a furidus storm, the rivulet which crosses it, flooded the 
low lands, unrooted the trees, ‘end destroyed ‘the crops, leaving the section :). 
converted {nto ruins. But’ San Jose being a port over the Gulf of California, 
it is maintained by its fishing industry, so although they suffered from the 
flood, the sékeaapiiiaied actually subsist from the fishing. 

“WALT the boys” raised in thet ‘port become seafaring: peoples When I. 
was a child, becatise ofall the rowing and fishing I did; I became almost ‘a’. 


professional fisherman. “At thé samé°time I became a farmers Farming had: been iE 


‘my main source of incdme before I migrated into'the United States, 025. years | | 
ago, seeking a better field for my activities. I love nature and I have a | | 
great conr1aenve in the agricultural wealth of ‘this country} that’s why I am» | 
still working for the farmers of San Diego county. | 

wWWhen newly arrived here, I’ went to work for the:Japanese farmers at . | 


Mission Valley. “They plant different erops and may be considered the largest. - 
producers’ of vegetables for the San Diego’market. Very few people realize the | 
iwiber of Japanese farmers and the importence of their holdings inthis county. 
There are Japanese truck gardens’ at’ Encanto, Lemon Grove, Chula Vista, Mission . 
Valley and 014 Town, and practically all ‘around the city, and I have worked with 
several of them.” They Plant telery,: corn; navy beans, carrots, turnips, spinach, 
radishes, tomatoes,’ pumpkins, *everythings: At the same time, some of these in- 
dustrious Japs ate Aétsthé flowers) ‘ferns; and other *plantas —° ©) lest Ys 

te "It is quite true that there are Japenese people who aré almost impos- 
Sible to deal with as their Help; "but most of ‘thémy when'they find a’ goodiworker 
of any nationality aré considefate to"him!anddo. their dest tockesp-him with them. 


And not for one instant ‘do they forget ‘their country, and think atlot 6fritse:Jap- 


ae 


Weed uk Si ee 
ets tee’ “vsentirsM ant ‘to tox 


Trt teeta deal 


oe % | ree oer’ : i Oe 
‘4 oe “ay "Cuane A 
oad Leb ea0l m2 to Lina asc e a see oue emney Ga exad aw Te ‘Toate RC 
ey tesl {ting ebeen aid rot bebivorg bad ho ketw dona x oo 4 Berwo aodts yn | . 
Y Behoolt ,#! sesazote dot rie toLuy ts odd mote, auotliwt eg t0 themes, a as neds a 
Moltoee ent gu tveet saqom sat heyortaeh bam ,asett out Setecine: sabcal wot Se 
sigwotiie) to Ilyl-edd weve é10q 2 gaiod..exck 9B Ail ye tecturco tet bettevacy a 
eit, moxt, botetive yet Ageodtle on “eKtoubad aaddel® agt yd. bomtatatiun eb tt 
sqntdelt edgar tededue YiLeudns iatnantdorget 9 dt ~hoor® 
L nodW . .elqoeq gaitataen anoosy. roo ted at Sealer ayod ets LEAN « pew oul 
& taoule enpaed I bth l gotdeit.oos gatwor eddite Qo: eavened », bitdo seu 
ed Dad. goboea® stemtet  aemasodt ents emt, weit ta \snsomedal? Lanolteretong ; 
minoy OS Rotate betiny edd ofat, botougte Lerotedemoomt toeowoe sheer yr 
2 sved I bas ewten evol I ,aelttivi¢os wm ro? Blett nedted e gaiiess ,ogs 


os I ¥dw a'tadd ;yntauco, aldd te dt laow. Lawn luotae edt, nh adnebitace tseTs 
ooo A Rewoe. opet@ se8 to: erent, ont Tob welttow Li ite 

etesrrs axenecel. edt 20% Atom of tren L.,exed bevtane yLwea: sree): | Hesey. BW 
1egial edt hershienoo.ed yes bap eqens. $uoxe%t th tamiqoged’), <yeLta¥. aopneta 
} esiiser elgoeg wot yteV . steduse oneld seb ens, 10%: aeldetegev to aussyborgy 
ume Bbdt at agehblod weds Td, pocaduoqns oft Sue eregiat onsasgai lo. redaun 
Sat gagalY alii ,evor0) Komal ,csneoei. te srebtsy,tecxt esesegal exsiemst — ri 
bedsow eved I bas ,ytto odd bowete iis yileoltoeng fas), nwoT BLO. fan yollev i he 
18 egtame eter, ee ee svrelen. tase yest ential: to feveves 
eae to, ema, semis ems edit tA. o Babdtyreve, babdgaug, (oot aaod iesdathar 
esinaig se dso etd gnerentistrommnl cd ota. aqat avolutass 

i tuomls era odw,elgneq esogagel ets eredd todd ouxd ettupoal: REP pete sn, may E 
a hoog.2 bal? yodt nodw ymadtute teem ted: qed: sieddvea aw aed od-eldta : 
fiw até good of #900 xtont ob bas midiof etatebtenos sua yetiaaniten \ue%6 
a ‘to tol, agate baa; cent ae 


He ES NOS SPO oh ee Mach mista vie CP Ube ge Sate: Si hc ue aie Habe {Rabie oh 
‘ ‘ ah by : Oey Les i) = Y 


bis sities 4 nays A” 


s . % 
: ber poe ee eee ee a ees ee 
PO SRP VAS Te Se a eS Oe Cee ee 


Alejo Martinez ~8~ 


~anese bosses are steady workers and set. the: example for their employees; at | 
» the,same time they take on their Shoulders théevharder tasks and’ are on the fob: 
‘day and night. They are cheaters too, if youvlet them; they believe thensélvés 


to be plenty smart, and jay. prove, it to»you at your own expense. 

"Il have done some other kinds of works At first, I worked with the 
pick and shovel for the street ‘improvement contractors; then I worked’ on cement, 
and for several months I hed steady employnient in the rock=erusher plant of 
Sweetwater Valley. After working ‘there I made:a trip to San Jose del Cabo; to 
see my father and bring my.two brothers to work in San Diego. I tried to set- 
tle down again among my people back home,.but. after three months’ stay with © 


them, I decided to return. here..: Even ny family who owns property in Lower Cali- 


fornia, lives very poorly, with no conveniences whatever, and I couldn't be 


satisfied among them, :«.« 

» “After my attempt at- repatriation 20 years ago, I was’ lucky to tome © 
back to San Diego and find. vacancy which I could fill, and I kept busy for 
several years, during. which time I succeeded in saving almost $400,00: oI Wes: 
advised to invest that money in .« business: of my own, but’ Iedo not trust myself; 
i have always worked for others. and: I fear going into a business thich Ido not 
know, , and without enough,capital,to develop\it. Besides; the Japanese people, 
for instance, always help one another »and> stick by each.other. We Mexicans are 
different; we are inconsistent and selfish among ourselves and very seldom help 
a countryman to make good, And when.we.do it, there is great possibility that 
he will not reciprocate to our protection. ; 

"You can see what happened to us during the strike we had last January 
at Chula Vista, when the Mexican Field Workers Union started a walkout in demand 
of better pay from the celery growers. We lost the strike because there were 
Mexican scabs who took the side of the employers, growers and packers of celery. 


Four of the strikers, all Mexicans, were arrested; we put up the bail for their 
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Alejo Martinez ( : me 
release, and finally paid their fines. One of the prisoners was so poor, that 
he beg#ed us to give him the- bail money/and allow,him to serve his time in jeil. 
I'll ‘tell ‘you, when they told me about,Mexicans acting as scabs, I was so mad I 
could ‘have Kicked them tome dne ages sea hcee i 10% Mexican union. | eile 

_ "Five years ‘ago/I married Mexicen, girl from Sonora, By that time 
I had bought this Little house for vhich we are paying at the rate of ten dol- 
lars a month. “I'mede’a down payment of) $300 and signed a, contract for $500. 
About November. of this year, with God's help, we will cail this property our 
own. ‘But we have no children to whom to will this house. We are taking cere 
of Lolita, this girl here, because her mother, a.close relative,of my wife, is 
working a6 a cook fora well-to-doyMexican family, end.has to stay with them 
over night. We love Lolita es if she were of our own blood. 

"I am her Godfather, and. the Catholic church to which we belong, gives 
me certain authority ‘over tie girl in the,absence of her parents; and I am under 
obligation to look after her needs;s0 I,may consider myself almost a father to 
Lolita, I talked with the Mexitan priest.at Gan Ysidro,.and he says that with 
the consent of my wife weimay keep the little girl with us as long as her mother 
let us do it. This year we took: Lolita to the parochial school of Our Lady of 
Anadis, on 25th Street, and she mis been doing fine. She speaks English md has 
very good manners, Irwish my "comacre" would marry again leaving us Lolita for- 
ever, 
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they adopted strong-arm methods to keep the growers in the 


_ association. One night fifty cars drove into his place and 


Gud 


| Stay ect 
- SuProunded his house estes ite until after two in the morning. 


A 
All this time they demanded that he sign the contract to re- 


join the association. | . 

On enother occasion, this <rmmenian was taken by these 
ruffians, hired by the ascociation, in their car toa river. 
His wife send other friends followed in other cares He was 
tied by a rope under his arms and dropped from a bridge ine 
to tne water and at intervals was held up above tie water 
and asked if he would now sign the contract presented by the 
association. After several duckings he consented to sign. 
This Armenian's neighbor,a widoay with children, refused to 
sign the association contract and one night these same hired 
ruffians poured coal of] a gasolim in a syce two or three 
feet wide a few feet from the house but completely surround- 
ing it there lighted it with a m teh and allowed the blaze 
Go surround the house. this widow asked the sheriff's office 
for help, but was told they could do nothing about it unless 
she would sign the assoclation's contract. 

Hot long after this, there being little @ no mnvke+ for 
Teisins, this Armenian was umable to my intersst on his land, 
so hig ranch was taken over by the bank. Hg Came to Oakland 
where he had a brother, who assisted him in opening a little 
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fruit and vegetable store in Piedmont. Here he earned a liv- 
ing for his wife and daughter for about a year, when one by 
one three chain store branches ware established in the seme 
neighborhood. 1% wasn't long after that he had to close the 
fruit store since he was not being able to compete. 

the result was this men was as on to Charity and has 
remained on it sines. | 

His father and mother were killed in Armenia by the vurks 
in 1915. All their property was confiscated and he was unable 
to receive any help from that source. | | 

This man tas become an American citizen and adheres to 
his religion. 

About two months ago this mn's wife gave birth to a ba- 
by boy and two hours Is ter weer H@ is now left with a daugh- 
ter ten years old on his hands, so his infant son, and while 
he is still terribly upset over the less of his wife, he is 
Going his best to carry on. 
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(Mexica 
ety 
In the little village of Tamascal about 30 miles from San Louts Potosi 
in Mexico, about 30 years ago the Nietos and the Sanchezes were the ruling 
families; in tact, mearly the entire village was composed of relatives. Its 


chief industry was agriculture and dair¥¥ the mass of people was poor, ignoral 
and illiterate; the streets were “just dirt and a tew of stone; the houses of 


wealthy were typically Spanish-~-a patio and around it the rooms, all woe bui | 
of stone; the peons lived in adobe huts with thatched roots--they were called. 


“Huacales*, the floor consisted of the good old earth and there were not 

more than two rooms. Education was of course, nom-existent--thepeons never 
learned anything and the wealthier families handed down their education verbal 
to their, children. 7 


It was in such a village that Mr. N was born and raised until the age of 
15 at which time he ran away from home tor the sake of adventure and came by 
to the U. S. where he remained tor 12 years. During his stay in the states re 
he broadened his outlook immensely-{he not only worked hard as a miner but he 
educated himself and adopted many American ideas. When he was &7 he returned t: 
his native village and with his tirst hamd intormation about improvements, Ki 
he retormed the entire village. He built a school house and thus started the — 
wheel ot education, and though he,—-hHmset+ty was never very religious stillhe © 
was very thoughtful of his tellowmen and re-built the old church. He also in= 
troduced a more sanitary sewer system and made the supply of water more. con= | 
venient. The ftérst business ever realized in Tamaseal was brought about by his — 
store which started trading with the nearby towns, especially with San Luis  & 


Potosi trom which he obtained all his outside commodities, oe 
Ce ae 
Mre N married,gbout a year atter his return and led a very peaceful lit 


ere: he had six children. He was judge of the village during his entire sta) | 
Ibeing a very peacetul man, everything else followed. He had a very highi} ¢ 
opinion of the U. Se. because he encouraged other men to come and work and he Ay ) 
promised to take care of their families. 


in 1915, however, their entire easy-going routine of lite was disrupted |.» 

by the revolution. Wntil then the villagers of Tamascal paid no heed to it but 
when it struck them they were swept off teir teet with a bang. The majority of 
the adventure-seeking young men took part in the @ntanglement, but’Mr N and 
his family moved to San Lwis Potosi where he built a 10 room house and started 
in business. The Nietos had always done weil in Tamascal WhaNmsgmo st ot thesahoz 
perty andthriving wirh their business so-in San Luis Potosi they also lived in | 
luxury, [The children were sent to private school. However, they had been there j 
only a year when the revolution hit them again and this time even harder tor P 
@ new money system was put into edtect. Mr. N sold some of his business and with 
the new money that wasntt worth anything he came to the U. S, with his own 
tamily as well as that of his brother. Because both ot them had been prominent 
in politics previous to their departure it was very important thatthey make a 
very quiet exit so they rode in a box car up to San Antonio where they found out 
that the new money from Mexico was na worth anything. That was the beginning 
of their moffy troubles in the States lhe uncle and the family went to Arizona 
to try their luck and Mr. N and his tamily went to Hoit Mining camp. Fhe condi- 
tions thgre were of the poorest especially since it was in winter-=a to0P ouse 
mat wot eh p baa ; ped. Ss 
ane AR IB ee filled with Cracks, no furniture, bad water swarms | 

1 es. The father worked terribly h : : ot hE 
Ober was in agony b A a. rribly hard as aminer, the moth 
OER UR. gony because besides dotng housekeeping ot which she knew j 
he all her young children, she was preghant | 
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The children were sent to a Catholic school. Besides the tribubations of the 


they managed to pull through. 


-daughter from whom | got this intormati on, none ot them regret it. While the 


ey, Cee ge aM PD | c -wa™ Me'e fy). ae 4 ak ate a Fe Fe et PS LW ae 
dy VAN Rr i 
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Per Meath: jhe year in Hoit was like Khel" to tne family. 


The tollowing year they spent in Visalia where they had a tairly com- sh 


fiethabie home, though very little clotheg. Mr. Ne work@d in a lumber camp. 


The children for the forst time were sent to a public elementary school-- . 
they all began with the first grade. They were all very well treated and were 
even ted milk due to their under nourishment. The mother maWe no attempt to 
learn english. The maiden aunt who had come with the family married. 


The Nites then moved to Longbeach because the rest of their family was 
naere. oince.his turn to the Slates Mr. N had always had intentions of buying 
a farm and raisinggtamily on it; -butiifori some! reason or other in Roar e 7 
managed only to buy a five room house and an empty lot. being a very capable 
and handy man he built in new additions. The familt stayed there four yearSe 
During that time Mr. N first worked tor the Gas Co. and then in a lumber camp. 


world War the taemily was hard hit by Mr. N's critical illness. The family 

was kept going with the help of the uncle and the few pennies the Dede earned 
selling newspape®. The mother had another baby at a critical time and it also-s~ 
died. petween the food and doctoris bills, living was too expensivee However, 


The children were growing rapidly, and as Mr. N always @bjected to city 
conditions tor growing, children, he bought 30 acres of raw land about 20 
miles trom Fresno. He knew very little about soils so the buy was a very poor 
one but through his ingenuity and persiztence he today has a Wery comtortable 
home and a very prosperous tarm with all the modern egquipmentf#, The process 
was siow and tedious not only for him but tor his children abeoawho had to go 
out and do a manis job when they were still very young, but according to his 


farm was still in the process of making, Mr. N sold some of his lands in REE RO 
Mexico and képt the fanily going. He has k@pt about 7 of his property in a 
Temascal mostly tor “sentimental reasons", i 
Mr. N has been quite successful in his business. He has nearly all of pod 
the land paid for now besides having put all of his children through elementa\ = 


and high school ,and two are now in college. The oldest son is married and has 
an tarm ot has ea and the next. one is about to buy one in partnership with | 
the youngest son. lhe entire tamily is very ambitious and eager to advance in 
every way possible. One daughter is ein a convent and the other’a nurse. Since 
all of his children have lett and his house iis quite largef# he has turned i hem 
into a licensed boarding houses e has four orphan boysyfor the up-keep of bere 
he gets 15 dollars ea month eache- Now, however, he has intentions of either 
selling or renting the tarm so he can move mear Fresno tor the convenience of 

his yougest son who wishes to attend the college there. 


Mr. N thinks well of the Americans and admires their spunk. He says 
fimisrs the Very tand tor the go-getters, and there is: no reason al all tor 
failures. We is very brofad-minded and honest and has always been of excellent 
standing in his community. Honesty is the keynote in his character and he looks 
tor it in every one that he meets and it he does not find it that person falls — 
in his estimation. 
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: oF Lent 
On the Saturdsy before Ash Wednesday a great fiesta is held. This 


lasts until Wednesday during which time emphesif is placed on friendly re- 


; 
: 


lstionship. On Seturdey e great funeral procession is held for Msl Humor, 
A sack of flour is carried ceremonially through the town snd is buried in 
the Plaza with mock solemnity. Immediately following the funersl the 
people divide iuto two bands snd hsve sa sham bettle with cascsrones 
(described ss an egg shell filled with flour) ss the smmunition. The 
losing group in this battle sa tey as hosts to the winners sts grand bsll 
in the evening. The festivities continue until Wednesday when the people 
carry ashes to mass ana flent actually begins, During fent the people 

lesd a quiet abstinent life which ends with the ringing of the bells on 
the Ssturdsy night before Esster. | 
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Dec. 12 Day commemorsting the appearence of Nuestra Senora de 
Gusdelupe. 
een AT MR rere 


On this dsy specisl masses sre said in honor of the Virgin of 
Guadelupe who is believed to have sppesred to San Diego on Dec. 12, 1521. 
(The Story of the miracle which follows should be compsred with that told 
by Alfonso e.. ) 
Juan Diego wes on his way to secure help for his uncle who was very 
ill. On his way he had to pass the carro (hill) de Tepsllsc, a place 
that he had known since childhood. As he spproached the hill. there 


gppesred from its side s besutiful woman who stopped him and asked him 


where he was going. He told her \ 


ne end the circumstances 


which made the trip necessary. - 
dtu A * 


2603——hartes sher, of his unclessickness she replied, "Do not 


worry sbout your uncle any longer for he will get well. You must take g 


a, 

ay ar 

a ae . 
Be ; 


g 
message from me to the priests. I went them to build s temple for me on 
the top of this hill." 


Juan told the sppsrition that they would think him crazy if he should 
sppectid teotle 
a 
The priests thought him mad end sent him from the 


deliver such a neeengs bay she i Peeling 
, | 
church. On his return he attempted to avoid the hill but sgain the 
Virgin sppeared to him end -egeimesite mde him go back to the priests snd 
mske the ssme request. 

His second trip to the priests was no more successful then weemdshe- 
first for they still refused to believe him and dismissed him ss Wai 
insane. So Juan returned once more to the Verein unenoonset al, This 
time she asked him to go to the Archbishop himself snd make her request. 
towlnukm, Jusn was very reluctant and asked her if she wouldn't give him 
Some proof to take to the Archbishop. 5 

"Go to the top of the hill end fill your telns (poncho) with the roses 
that sre growing there and teke them to the Arahbigher as 8 present." 

Juan, who knew the country-@@ well, remonstrseted with her, for he knew 
that the top of the hill wes bsre of 811 vegetation. The Virgin told him 
to go and see for himself and then ote disappeared. Juan climbed the 
hill end there he wes emazed to find a garden of roses which hed 
miraculously appesred. Holding his telns in front of him es s women does 
her epron, he niaees 8s many roses 9s he could carry sand hurried sway to 
the Archbishop. 

_duan stood before the churchman end told him 911 thet. hed happened. 
Then he relessed the corners of his telne and let the roses fell st the 
Bishop's feet. iéppeeutowsty imprinted on the front of the telns was the 


o 
Since that dsy many greet artists have seen the picture and 911 sgree 


picture of the Indian Virgin which gave final evidence of her divinity. 


that no human painter could have mede the mervelous picture on such coarse 


cloth. 
The 12th day of December is still celebrated in Mexico and in c#ttes— 
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Wigan Mexican colonies with religious cezdmeméee in honor of the pstron 


saint of Mexico, Nuestra Senors do Gusdalupe. 
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. SE SE Antonio.Aguiier-from-Metzetlen,—Mexico. 


Christmas celebration, 
The prepsration for Christmss ends and the celebration begins with 
midnight mss on Noche Buena (Christmas Eve). After the mess (I could 
not discover whether it was at this time thet the pastores perform) the 
people return either to their own homes or to those of friends. The 
homes sre decorated for the occadgion end usually 


a crib with e doll in it to represent the infant Jesus,“ Upon entering 


the house it is customsry to spend some time “adoring the holy child”. 


d 


After this there is a feast which consists mainly of enchiladas, temeles 


and bunuelos with wine, beer snd whisky to drink. 
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Kew Years Day 
During the day the peovle visit their friends end exchange Wew Yeors 


greetings, wieehutiom, In the evening there is 9 fesst. At this party 
they usually play “pinate" which is s geme that sppesars to be 8 cross 
between blind man's buff and 8 lease bresking. A large pottery jar is 
filled with candy and cakes and is placed in some conspicuous place, 
Then s man or women is blindfolded and givens stout club. The object 
of the game is for the blindfolded person to find the jar snd smash it 
with the club. When this is sccomplished there is s scramble for the 


ad A ga Plan 1o AQ, The MOMED af al thamey 
4S4+1-0f--the-men's-nemes” 


At this feast theit@mbe 5 stra 


sweets. 


Me DARED 
sre written on slips and plsced in one container snd the 


a eee Then slips sre drawn from esch of the con- 
tainers and the people designsted thereon become pertners and sre called 
compadres snd commedres (s term usuelly used to mean godfather or god= 
mother). After the aaa be. phe compadres gather together hi make plens 
for a party in honor of the commadres. The goumadias Sekso bare a party 


for the compadres. To these affairs each men Pt commsdre which 


ore 
5 


Py aa we R 
he drew at the he wager: party end , at the compsdres party, he ‘eos 


her 8 small token of as At. the womens’ party they give the compadres 
Some gift or favor. "At these perties they sre slways very nice and 
they have the cheperones, At least, they did have when I was. there but 
you can't tell about these young people*, “/ 
FOCI OO OOOO IG I I IO KO AGI 

May 5 

This day is celebrated because on this day in 1867. the decisive battle | 
took place which eventually led to the liberstion of Mexico from its hated : 
Emperor Maximilian. The history connected with this event is ss follows; : 

“ae in 1861 Juarez entered Mexico City as tne eget long 
Struggle between the liberals and conservatives. He immediately put into 
effect many VRSAPME ERO RG which wes the confiscation of 911 church 
property, velzued at spproximately $375,000,000. Frence, Spain and Eng- 
land then urged claims for damsges to their Subjects residing in Mexico, 
and in December of thet year these @iebyS Occupied Versa Cruz. During the 
following year Mexico was sable to negotiate with England and Spain end 
they withdrew their military forces, France, however, continued the 
war with such success that in 1864 they were able to set Archduke 
Meximilien on the throne as Emperor of Mexico. The Mexicens sontinaaa 
their fight and when France withdrew her support from Maximilien in 1867 | 
the republicans under Gen. Ignecio Ssragoss were sable to defeat the 
royalists snd capture the Empe who was executed on June 19 of that 
year. My informant tells me that the four royslist "Ns" (Maximilien, 
ani Generals Marces, Miramon snd Mejille) were to be executed on the 
same Bay amt that Gen. oP ae able to escape by concealing himself 
in the belly of 2 dead horse which was dragged awey, "Sort of like whet - 
you calldelmme and the fish." The dsy is celebrsted with militery 


persdes and fireworks st night. 
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Sept. 16 Independence Day 


4 
4 


30, ae ere! the first "shout of independence" from he’ be leony 
weer ‘the Presidential Palace at 11 p,m. Sept. 15. The "Viva Mexico" is 
token up by the country. On the morning of the 16th there is s pserade | 
of PaGierk and drummers i followed ie 8 2l-gun salute as the fleg 
is reised and ene 4g hen pleyed. LE this is a militery 
the ef ternoon the Literary. 
ef ternoon sage ana boat races in towns nesr the ‘water. In 
the evening thers-ere three pelle given fe every town of any consequence. 


One large ball for the "populace", one middle-sized ball for the middle 
ee e1ess) and one very emell nett at the Casino for the “ sristocrets"s 
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ee se el solemnity, “Thmediatl yo followi g Wa fune rat the people 


e ‘int “two bende ent have a shen batt le wie cagesrones (described | as 
en exg shell | filled with flour) « as the amunition, the losing atte in this 
battle’ act, 28 hosts to. the winners at @ grand ball ia the te antan! the 


i) Poslivitien: er until Medusday when the people carry ashes to mess 
ext Pont actually Dering, ‘duringblent the people pond a quiet abstinent 
i lite which onde with ‘the ringing of the bells on the Saturdey night before 


‘Bester, Pe care a. ae vue ye oe a ee : 
v Uppercase teenporn 


Deo. Be ‘hey commemorating the. eo cdeonee of Nuestra Seho ra de Guade lupe : 


es On Baio special masses are said in monor. of the Pe. of Guadelupe 


a tanger * for. he will get : 


sf 


Poe deliver eek 2 message but she insisted, Ae trek aa thought, so the events 
| a place. The priests heuer a wag But werk Win fron the piven, On 
eae his” return he attempted 40. avoid ae hill but Syghiele the Virein: appeared +o 
| him and agein she made Bim go back to the priests and make bait same heqheet, | 
| His ‘second trip Go the priestd was no more ‘successful then wee his Tirst 
for they still refused to believe him and dismissed him a8 being ingeane, So. 
3 . a returned ence more to the Virgin dnedeneatulty: This time she aeked 
| him to go to the Archbishop himself and make her request to him, Juan was 
véry reluctant and esked her if she wouldn't ¢ive him some proof to take to 
the Archbisho, | | 
"Go to the top of the hill ae ee telma (poncho) with the roses 
‘thet are eeaine there and take them to ine Archbishop a8 a present." 


Juan, who knew the country so well, remonstrated with her for he knew 
| | E 
that the too of the hill was bare of all vegfteation, The Virgin told hin 


i 


to“go and see for himself end then she dasha puon red, Juan elimbed the 
hill -.and there he was ee to find a gerden of roses which hed miraculous ly 
aa ODL 

appeared, Holding his gies in front of ink 13! 6 a8 women does: her apron 

he picked as many roses as he could carry and Loa away to the Archbishop. 
Juan stood before the ehurchman and told him all thet had happened, Then 

he released the comers of his telna and let. the roses fe liet the Bishop's 

feet, Miraculously Teprinted on the front of ae telna was the pisture of 

the Indian Virgin which gave finel evidence of ‘ divinity. 

Since that ye anit artists have seen the picture and all agree 
that no humen painter could ‘have made the marvelous bretare on such coarse 
cloth, 

in Mexico and in cities with. Mexican colonies 


The 12th day of December is still eelebrated/with religious cerimonies 


in honor of the patron saint of Mexico, Nuestra Seftora do Quadalupe, 


4” 


te represent the infant daous, Upon entering the house a is customary to 


os spend some. time Nedoring the holy onila", After this there is a feast 


sie 


which consists nainly of ouchiledas, tamales and bunuelos with wine, b eer 


vend whbeley to arin, 
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‘New Years, 2 Day 


© Daring the aey the. ‘people visit their friends and vighokbemxwetk and ery te ee 


“new years: greetings with Shae.” In the evening thete is a feast At tide 


) 


_ party they usually Diey "pifiste! which is a game thet appears to be @ cross 


“betneen blind men! 3 pute. and. a. lease breeking, A large pottery jar is filled 


Se ti 


wth candy end oekes and is placed in some conspicuous place, Then a man or haha 


i - “women is blindfolded end given 8 stout elub, The object of the game is for 


the blindfolded ‘pereon fe Pind the jer iat smash it with the @lub. When 


“thie is ‘sccomplished ‘there is | a -soranble for the sweets, | 


“at “this fesst there is a stronge: reffel held, AML of the Nocatee names’ 


ye 
% ‘ By 


are writ en. on slips end | placed in one container and the same thing is 


tt i 
OR 


a one mith: ‘the: wonen! = names. ‘Then Sana are drawn from each of the con- sae oin ) Cag 


“This dey. is celebrated because on this ‘dey in 1867 the auetsiee battle 


ae place. shia eventually led to. the Liberation of Mexico from its hated . 
‘Biperor Vaxinilien, Ehe history connected with this event is as follows: 
Early in 1661 Juarez entered Mexico City a8 he vietor in a long strugele 
vottoon the ‘Liberals an¢ conservatives. ‘He immedietly put into effect many 
reforms among which was the confiscation of all ehureh yale vallued. at - 
| aporoxinat oly #375, 000, 000, France, Spain and England then urged claims | 
Ofer damages to ‘their subjects residing in Mexico and in Decenber of that 
year t these allys oecupied Vere Cruz, During the following year Mexico 
"gs able to negotiate » vith Bane and Spain and ores withdrew Shety 
ae forces, ‘France, however, continued the war with such success 
that in 1864 ney were nels +o ae Archduke Maximilian on the throne as 
oe of heen: ‘The Mexioans continued their Fight end when Prange 
 witntren her support from Maximilian in 1667 the republicans under Gen, 
Ignacio Seregoss were. able to defeat. the royalists and capture the 
lg who was executed on June 19 of that year, My informant tells 


1 “that the four royalist "Me" narexka (eximilien, Mind Generals Marees, 


“‘Whramon and Mejilie) were to ‘be executed on the same dey but that Gen, 


or Marcos, wes: oe to escape by. concealins himself in the belly of a 


eee dead horse whieh was dragged away , ‘Ngort of Like whet you call Johna 


end the. sat ‘The aey is colobreted with neg ene and fire- 


works at night 


wey, 


ts ‘taken up by ‘the ‘coustry. 


and “dramerh which 


¥ 


ma ‘consists of spesctee being given, papers read end pleys 


on neer the mater, Ta ‘the evening there are Musee. ide given in every 


Heine ee the middle class ; end .one very emal1 belt me the Casino for 


the" laristocrats", i ut) etrancef y enough \overypne: would rethor 0 * tHe 


iv: 


softrofs varr although 


Lggeet ball bechuse wealth ien't! heppinpss you 


Gon on dare 80 Vener chin through the Christian world, af 
‘Christmas, Raster, ete. Fiestas are celebrated nationally over 
wide periods on days particularly venerated by Mexican patrons; 
for exanple, the Madonna of iui aii Locally, they take the 
form of dle and dances and may be celebrated on days of wich 
“patron madonna or saint, usually the name saint (example, Ste 
_-Franeis Day is a fiiesta in all places named for st. Francis). 
this is not a rigid rule, as the name saint is not always the 
ne patron, in which case beth days are celebrated. Some local 

‘at images known to be particularly miraculous, draw pilgrims from 

a wide zone, each village in Mexico imposing on itself the 
obligation of attending one or several specific fiestas for 
images of the soil (for example, Lord of Sacromonte in Amecameca). 
‘These very special fiestas nearly always have some non-evident 
 @onnection with the seasons, the most importan’ eceurring in the 
ary season to forestall the dangers of pee etary is trans- 
a lend into: a | apring festival. All Soul's into a harvest fest- 
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This intricate organization is bound up in many cases among 
the peons with secret societies of sorcerers, nedicinemen, ete. 


The dances are a combination of Indian and medieval Spanish, 


< owing to the thorough substitution methods employed by the 
Fe missionaries, who preferred to have the Indians dance a panto- 
fae ane dine of the vietory of St. James over the Moors, instea) of 
iF their own "devil-prancing," if they must dance. Dance chythms 
# are native; music, perhaps slightly Europeanized; instruments 
Pe : native, reed oboes and druns; costumes heterogeneous, Spanish 
i | knee breeches and conquistador capes, feathers and mirror head- 
4 dresses, rattles, armadillo guitars, pink and purple stockings, 
ae | fringed ekirts, masks of mustachioed men or fierce animals. 
Bei ae The theatrical companies perform, as a rule, medieval 
| mystery plays, «- the birth of Christ, the Passion, etc. Satan 
a always eheuren prominently. The Christmas plays may be performed 
: on nearly any important religious oceasion. Other plays are 
dl “pudlt around native myths or memorable events, and some are 
i: ballets of hunts, cockfights, etc. These religious fairs are 
. . mainly rural. They correspond in some ways to American county 
a fairs, but are much more complex and picturesyue in character. 
a On the whole, they are startlingly medieval. If you want to 
ey - Know what life was like about the time of the Crusades « dirt, 
ha ss @lamor, religious devotion, and trade in erafts, great pilgrim 


camps spending days and nights gypsy-like on the steps and in 
the shadow of the venerated shrine, try for example, the 


--— @uadalupe festival. It is a vivid approximation to the pageantry 
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oT , concentrated on fairgrounds officially set apart for the 


_s:peepeshows, freake-shows, and other carnival entertainment 


 eountry. Many of them walk, driving burros loaded with ceramics, 


‘basketry or toys. after all the effort, they sell their wares a 
for prices which seem hardly enough to cover the cost of the 


raw waterials, Labor counts Little, as does travel; and tine | 


“pulatiante, ocktighte, games of chance; and the chief business 
Me eating, satis horseplay, buying, selling, and praying. . 
th La | 


In the eities, religious reform and civic consciousness 


has split ‘the fair from the pilgrimage, so that the excitement 


purpose. Here stalls of all sorts of arts and crafts are set 


up for a week or two. There is some singing, much eating, and ; 


‘ 


drinking, and horseplay, but no dancing or praying. Instead, 


prevail. 


{ 
Fairs in Mexico City draw traders from ali over the | 


most decidedly ia not money to a good eraftsman. : | 


ae ‘Fiestas held on both weekiSih Kad puidaleun holidars ane 


ne as iene: 
| New Year, fair begins a week or two before christmas, 


| tactrtng pinatans whieh are large clay jars, covered over with 
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a else has tried and tailed. Toys always are much in evidence. 
ial The fair lasts until after January 6, (Magi Day) the Santa 
“Glaus occasion for Mexican children. 


DAYS oF mA FIOMAL MOURNING 


Open 14, Death of Vicente Guerrero, independence 
a hero. 

February 22 Death of Francisco I. Madero, leader of 
. 3 the Revolution of 1910. 

ie. “se ay a9 Death of Alvaro Obregon, nero of the 
Ne Ns ae My Revolution of 1910. 


i ie July 18 Death of Benito Juarez, victorious contender 
AR | against the Frenoh-Austrian ankeht in 

Ef ae | me ae, | (laximilian) 

| eateh* Sd OAS 30 Death of Muguel Hidalgo y Costillo, leader 


| By ae a of the Revolution of Independence, 
ae a December 22 Death of Jose Maria Morelos, Independence 
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‘Baeh city, town ana tL wAllaga in lexi co has at least 


one 
| specifically local eelebration yeerly, plus its more or less : | 


enthusiastic recogni tion of fiestas celebrated nationally. 


while there is ‘no complete calendar of Mexicen fiestas, 


any 
of the more 


outstanding and picturesque are eAaerakee in | 
‘San Francisco's und que Mexican colony of some 4 


,000 people, 
or par ie aes edhe OFFICIAL HOLIDAYS 
- Commemorating events of national significance dates 


recognized as official holidays and celebrated 
Republic are: 


all over the 


February 5 Anniversary of the establishment of 
the Constitutions of 1657 and 1917. 
May § | Anniversary of the Victory of Mexican 
| troops over French in Puebla, 1616. 
‘September | 
18 and 16 Corresponds to the American 4th. of July. 
bi Evening of September 15, ceremony of 
"The Shouty' commemorating Father Hidaligo’s 
Declaration of Independence in 1610. 
The President ‘Stands on the central balcony 
of the Nationaal Palace and repeats the 
tha heheh shout at midnight; belis toll, and 
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the crowd takes up the yell. The. 
ceremony is performed everywhere, 
the local authorities initiating 

the shout. 

September 16 Anniversary of Independence, given 
over to parades, bullfights, in 
Mexico; here, to dances and civic 
celebrations, 

October 12 HiSpano-American Day ealled Dia de 
da Raga, recognized as a ecivie holiday 
by all Spanish-American nations. 

November 290 Anniversary of the beginning of the 


Revolution of 1910, 
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Living in a three-room cottage at the rear of a modern 
bunge low’ located onthe way to one of the city cemeteries, we: 
found Ramon Deerte and his wife, Matilde. Husband and wife for 

as 


thirty ‘one years, they cling together Lake the first day of their 
married we they live as simply as. when \theyeweme in Sonora, ex. , 


esac Ly A ptr VAs Ap Modehands 


with Sa. dey tonabtltbes acct. could not: dispense with after ‘be- 


coming accustonied to them. Duaste's neighbors’ comment is that 
nae Se Ki eta loving as it can be. 

\We'met Matilddlat ‘the front porch ‘steps wheresshe-wae ‘Seated; 
with tee knitting needles eeendiinabiiy working ‘on @ scarf for hér 
husband ; enjoying the ‘sun with her ‘was’a ‘purring cat p-her=pet:;. 
from under ‘the stepaceame “to greet Use large old GORY “thomdextes 
houses 


No noise whatever’ disturbed the silence of thé: 
little ee Se “he street, 75 feet distant, 
ies -cortotr dirt road very seldom traveled,’ ~moktsty the Duartes' 


isolation more evident.’ 


"Yes, this is Ramon Duerte's home", ‘said his wife when we 
‘the -head-of-the.hourehobih, "but he is not in yet. i 


Hx Vi vais | 
ee him coming home every day along that path behind the nanae.. 


yg litte ae fie 


He has been working for a Long time, ‘for "te: ; digging 


reves ‘in the cemetery", % And she pointed out bs us ie cemetery, 
half a mle distant, “Like a forest of crosses and funeral monu- 


ments dot ting “the. green and sloping field at the east side of the 


a . 
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Ramon, Duart € ‘ .32- 


the window.,; He is,on his way home gae#ti now.">\And.when She Sa&ia” 
80, she.was already getting up from the wooden step’ wheré she had 
beensitting. .."Do.come in, please; Ramon may not like my keeping 
Lajas outside therheuse .instead.of inviting you to’ sit°in®the front 
290m" « 

The, Duertes' parlor was @ itinyroom of beaver-vodrd walls. 
and hard-wood floor, emetutiiy serubbed.. three or four LEP MG 
picture, enlargements, in, heey’ 4 cheap frames + about half a dozen 
religious, pictures, and. an old Crucifix hung onthe walls, A couch 
covered witha a a blanket: of vivid colors, a sewing m&chine, 
end. four. chairs composed jhe furniture which ‘surrounded a, center 
table, Jaden, with, flower. vases, An alarm clock ateojawee on the 
table, aidietpends 


eHes pointed: tor 5.50) o'clocks 

»*+resently,. Ramon. Duante, climbed. the steps and waiked into the 
house, .He wore blue overells.and aheavy: cotton sweater,” He aps 
peared, to be fifty years oldj,andchisogeheralcappeara nee owas that 
of.a husky, flan accustomed;to hard\laoor! ‘he shook. haids with wus 
in the, Mexican, style uttering.an excuse for oeing late; His @yes 
were full of mute questions >to ins. Duerte; asm" inguiring the 
reason for our visit... Werexplained air to him; and he very’ gracious- 
ly accepted: our 420] ager fon interrupting this daily routine with 
our .c@ll.... 


"What..do you want me to..tell jeer about: my: Life? I aim hy was 


in Mexico,. 


jus’ & eomen laoorer , a-peon, making a 
living»from uy wagesss, Although ain ny actued job: I feel certain 

of. getting: my: salary promptly, every: Saturday; before, shifting™ ( 
from one ial el a notvso. sure, « Ty was’ bornex/ co: 


to..a farmers family, at) Magdalena; Son, , 56 years agos®worked’ as ° 


sinh Shea ; : ry eager Beata 
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Ramon Duarte | 2 em, ve. t7 has oo 2 Pohards 


‘Morenci’, in the mines, ‘It was a very hard job, but I dian’ + mind 


it for I‘was young and strong.’ Morenci was a town more Mexican 


than Américan and I went torEtve | with a Mexican carte “Bvery- 


body spoke Spanish in ‘the mines as even foremen were familiar 
with our language: this’ special ‘circumstance helped me a Lot to 
perform wy duties. And I savea money. It was there that I wes 
inidietea into the Alianza” Hispano dnerteane (Spanish f eoseggae 
Alliance) a society to which Iam still apiiietea. | , 


"During more than a year “my wife and I sav red more ‘than $200; 


fos ‘that tie I bok bought. two suits of clothes, “and. ny wife was 
given a few ‘pieces of wearing ‘apparel by ‘the family she was: serv- 
ing,” ° Don't: laugh at me, but the first honey we spent Memaiee 
was fora photoewephic picture of both of us in our Shae cinthen. 
and we mailed several copies. “to our. erelatives and acquaintances in 
Mexico:” Do you gee that @nlargement in ‘the gilded frame, repres- 
éenting ‘two well’ ‘dressed young people? That! s the picture we hed | 
taken that time: Kind of showy , “don! # you think? And we decided 
that having been away from ore ‘another, ‘and with $200 ee ‘our name, 
we Rnoutd go to Los ‘Angeles, ‘Calif... ‘to try our tuak at some job 
that would keep ‘us together, °* “68 "8°" sea caieieis 

"Los Angeles is @ much larger town than ae Diego but I 


couldn't find work in the ‘town. ‘itselt: I mean | steady work; sol 


left Matilde at Los Angeles’ ‘and went “oO pick fruit to Monrovia ; 


I’ would go home every week end, ‘and in ‘the Tollowing year our 


family began Coming, ~ During the Heit five years three boys were” 


born to us. They are already merried, and two ‘of them neve made 


us” grandparents, We moved to San’ ere 21 years B20, one year re 


before: the’ first Exposition’ There was plenty of Phe rena 
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Ramon Duarte tO 
Eee set tle ‘first in Lemon Grove. I saw these lemon orchards in 
} their peeiating,. and was employed in one of ‘them for more tian 
three years; then I worked with the lemon packers on the shed they 
erected alongside the San Diego and Arizona tract at Chula Vista. 

"Then I heard they were looking for a few men to work as grave- 
diggers in the cemetery ; they wanted family-men, sober and steady, 
and I figured I que lity for the job, and I.like it... I moved to 
San Diego and to this Little house, From here my boys went to 
school, one of them étdduating - the other two quit apse finish- 
ing their high.school. The first one married an American girl whom 
he igh at the school ; his two brothers are married to two sisters, 
Mexican, The one who Ss edia ted is now an automobile salesman, and 
helped by” him, hay? other two boys are employed in a garage. Being 
American born the ‘three of them have had no trouble in finding work 
and they are proud of thei, citizenship. | 

"Is there anything else that you want to know? My boys are 
very fond of sports; two of them used to play in the baseball team 
of their:school. they are very American at heart, but they still 
enjoy their mother's cooking, Mexican style. The eldest, the one 
who married the American girl, is the father of two. His first 
child, a boy, is the picture of his father, and the little girl, a 
blue-eyed blonde like her mother, 

"My lodge? I keep my membership in good standing. When I die, 
they'll collect enough money to pay for my funeral, and more will 
be left for my wife. Since I came to San Diego I took one insurance 
policy for each one of my children; I paid ten cents a week until 
they began earning money of their own; now they are taking care of 


their own life insurance, ly aspirations? To end my days as they 


began, with my conscience Clear. I ama practical Catholic. 
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Que en esta huelga pasada 
el triunfo no se alcanzd 
ni el sueldo se consiguid 
tal y como se esperaba, 
eso no importa, lo cierto 
es cuidar con precaucidn 


ogue la-reata se reviente’ 


en este primer jaldn. 


hecho 
Que’ el juego nos lo hayan 

tablas, no nos extrana 

cuando” es una vieja ‘mafia 

que no tomamos a pecho 


‘pues lo importante: del caso 


es evitar con razon 


“que el» cabrestoose reviente 


con ese solo jaldn. 


~~ — nd 


Probandoles que también 
sabemos lo que es perder 
les dimos a comprender | 
cuando juegan y con quién. 
només les recomendamos, 
que no olviden la leccidn 


‘y se les reviente’el hilo 


en otro fuerte jaldn. 


Qué pensarian estos gallos" 
tenernos muy amarrado 
pero salieron chasqueados 
al toparse buenos sayos; 


“ya estardn desengafiados 


para alguna otra ocasidn. 
Ay  reata no»ate revyientes 
que fue noms un jaldngf 


Popular song originated gubing the 
celery pickers strike in San Diego county, 


Jan, and» Feb., 


1937. 
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STATETING ernyey OF NATIONAL MINORITIES IN CALTFORNTA DIST. 


eee 4 / CS Ge 
| / J } wextcays = 1 


AMADOR, ELDORADO, NEVADA, PLACER, SACRAMENTO, SIERRA, SOLANO, STITTER, 
YOLO, and YTBA COMNTIRS, . 


1. NUMBER AND DISTRIBITION. 

for reasons given below, the tmited States Census figures for 
1930 for Mexicans in these counties undoubtedly present an imperfect 
picture. They are as follows: Pacramento, 4,624; Volo, 1,984; 
Placer, 1,427; Solano, 711; Amador, 858; Sutter, 492; ‘Yuba, 205; 
Nevada, 168; Fldorado, 48; Sierra, 38. 

In addition to the figures quoted, which are given in the census 
in a senarate table for Mexicans, gf comparatively sat few persons are 
Listed in the same publication under the designation of "ToreiLen-born 
“hites" from "Mexico. These figures are; Sacramento, 115; ‘Solano, 31; 
Placer, 26; Yolo, 19; Amador, 15; Yuba, 10; Nevada, 6;. Sutter, 2 
Fldorado, 1; Sierra, 1. 

The biggest factor affecting the exactness of the census figures 
is that so large a number of the Wexicans are (like the majority of 
the Filipinos, “indus, ete.) migrant, congregating in the cities or 
returning to Mexico in winter, and spreading over agricultural Calif- 
ornia and beyond from spring to fall, according to the calls of season- 
al employment. Other factors are voluntary and assisted repatriation, 
whieh have both been heavy since 19230 because of the devression; a 
severely decreased immigration, for the same reason, which fails to 
offset this emigration; and, on the other hand, a heavy birthrate. 

The percentage of women is unusually high among the Mexicangroup. 
The census givestt8 males per 100 females, The married numbers are 
"also conapicuourly high, since married “Yexican labor is commonly given 
preference in employment. In District 2, most of the Yexican children 
are said to have been born in the "hited States, BHA comparatively fow 
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‘he number of Mexican transients in Mistrict 2 depends on the 
season of the year and also on the particular year, being naturally 
_ainfInenced by labor démand and sconomie conditions. “he number of 
vexioans permanontly domiciled is estimated at 5,000 to 7,900. Tn ) 
and immediately around | 
Sacramento Citys Federico Falcon, “atholie field worker among the 1 
Wexicans and editor of the ‘“exican monthly bulletin cirenlated among | 
them, gives the number of permanent, families as $00, comprising 
perhans 24500 momberg « They are found within the city in the mS 
southwest, and Oak Park especially, and outside, on the way to North 
Sacranento and within that city. Tn Yolo County many are found around 


Toodland, and in Placer “ounty around Roseville. 


t 


"he main labor distributing point for ¢ thee migrant Mexicans is 


the so-called “est Side, Sacramento City, and it is in this rart of 


town that they congregate whas avaiting employment and during the 


winter, when their peeunlLary condition is often tragic. 


EYACT PLACE OF OPRTGIN, 
Immigration largely comes from the “esa “Sentral and to a 
lesser extont from the Mesa dei Norte of vexico. The Stetes of 
Guanajuato, Jalisco, and *‘ichoacan give the heaviest numbers; 
the Stetes of Zacatecas, nurange, , Sistrito federal, and chihuahua 
then come Sinaloc, 


follow in distinctly second place; Senora, and 


Coahuila. ‘ll the states contribute occasional immigrants. 


3. PLACES LIVED IN AFPORE cove ™ 1% &. 
All immigration may be said to have beon direct to the 


Mmited Statese 


4e LENGTH OF TIME IN 7, 8. 


~ _ There were some Mexicane in District 2 from the beginning 
The number reached its maximum between 
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not want to be a carpenter, he might like to play in @ jazz orches 


J *atner 


| inpel’ obra, age 26, who has lived in this country since the 
age of 12. Me Ys a poor Mexican boy ran away from his home in- | 
Juarez, which is just across the border from El Paso Texas. He 
has no parents sewyboth are dead. His father was an agricultural, 
worker in a small town near Juarez had 4 children, of whbem 
Angel is the third. He lived very oorly, there often was not 
enough to eat for the whole family so the father and the youngest 
ate first. Angle got tired of living in such poverty and so he 

at the earliest opportunity ran away from home. On entering this 
country he bummed around from place to place, not really inter-. 
ested in working. ‘hen he heard of the Mexican settlement im 

the town of Los Ang@les and sp he headed ou} this way where he 
had some relatives. He got a job BE ono months of 
enforced idleness,in a silk factory where We worked for several 
years@ then (& strike broke out and he 1@dt his job by his union 
activity. He had gotten married and so vy this time had already 
three robust children, He was forced to go on relief, then out 
into the agricultural fields by the charities, and now hw lives 
in Berkeley, working patt time in the El Dorado CocShut Works, 
How he came to Bes erke ley is explained by the fact thathe has gone 
all over the state in search of agrivultural work, and now he 
heard of the work in the works, so to Serkeley he came. He is 

not sorry that he lost his kob in the silk works He Says that 
he would not work while there is a strike for a million pesos. 


ae 


Case 2. 


Romolo. Relies: Student in LL. He came to this 
country when he was a small boy. He has a very fannt recolection | 
of Mexico, comsne teed) ths state of Sonora, on the Arizona bor= -— 
der. He has both a father and mother alive and three Sisters, no 
brothers. His father was amaliaround man in the small town in 
which they lived. He oodts carpenter, plumbg.and do other man- 
ual semiskilled jobs. He got,tired of living in Mexico and wheh 
he heard of the Jobs to be » eben here right after the war, he 
got a job on the Texas and Pazific Railroad, He worked on a see... 
tion gang and was carpenter. ‘hen he got tired of working in the 
cold weather and came to valifornia where many of his country 
men live. He first lived in Fresno and then in North Oakinad, — 
He has always followed his trade, being a rather skilled artisan © 
although he has had a rather hard time of it the last few years 
due the fact that there is discrimination against Mexicans in 
competition for jobs. 1 Remolo has ee at the HENEB ncwsppaper 
racket, selling and delivering #e has atined schools in Mresno 


and in akland a. Hé does not know what ie Syants to do, he does : 


- tra. His grades are fair and he represents the average Mexican 


American youth, well dressed, looking for good times, more int-— 
erested in. girls than in school. 


TB 


Subject---“exican 


He was born in Guda Lajara in the state of jabace 
Central Mexico. Because of internal strife in Mexico he 
came to the United States. iis port of entry was Juarez. 
This was in the year 1916 and he was twenty-one years 
Ce « 

He first got work as a Sheep herder in Taos, New Mex- 
ico. te spent two years there herding sheep and doing 
general bee work. Whéle herding sheep he found deposits 
of good building clay. Having a great deal of spare time 
he began to model clay earthenware. he was no novice in 
this as his father and his father's father and as far back 
as he had any trace were all potters. ‘this pottery making 
later played quite an important part in "hie Tite’. 

he next obtained employment with the ~anta Fe rgilroa 

as a track hand. He eventually came into Corona, Califor nia 
still, working for ithe railroad. there he met a “erican girl 
and they pot married, They continued to live in @orona 

until” 1930. 

Hopong to maxe more money, he quit the railroad and a? 
devoted all his time to making pottery. tte found a good : 
outlet for his wares in the “exican and Spanish “Te crlepe 

Finding wrk getting slack, he moved to oan Pablo. 

There he opened a shop in fromt of his house. he special- 
4zed in making oramental pottery, cornices, and exterior 
decorations. he uses no machinery aoing all his work by 


BW hand. He is tctally illiterate, cannot read not write 


and is not a citizen. 
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San Nrancisco,\Ualif. | 


pias | 
Alec L. M. $orn at the family ranch close to @nsanada, Gaia 
Valifornia, mexico, on the place that had been the family home for many 
years, known as the Hacienda Sanzal, His father,at the time of his 
birth and for a period of ten years “after was judge of the court of 
Assize and consequently all four of the children di&x received better 
than the ordinary education. after the death of his father the home 
ranch was leased to am american concern as a hunting club and the family 
moved to the united states and he secured employment with a state 
automobile club as their repessentitive and agent in ~aja @alifornia. 
After several years at this form—of-employment the home in | 

mexico was lost due’ to loans they had made against iteand(As his older : 
brother had married and left he found himself the sole support of his 
mother and two sisters, what surplus money they could get over living 
expenses went for lawyer and court fees as they were trying to recover 

their home but finally gave it up as a bad job. me finally found himself 

out of employment due +8%q wexican law firm t over his duties said... 

ade arrangements with an american bonding compan} to finance him in a 

bali bond business over the line in-tia vuana sg igh pe he had a relative 
conected with the »xazz police force at that place he secured the bulk 

of what business there was and consequently prospered accordinglysbet— 
hortly after the abolishing of prohibition in the united states he says 
that his busimess fell off to practically nothing and what matives were 
arrested never had enough momey to finance bail,so he closed his office 

and took a position in the office of the company om the unbdted states side 
of the line, thet—had—fitaenced—him. this is his present employment and 
his duties consist of acting in the role of interpreter and Keeping 

track of their clients, he states that he is making a living and im hopes 
that thimgs will be better in the future. 


K V Armstrong 
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ancially ruined fags the pels Villa fiasco. Baudet 
orker at the age of six; worked in and about Mexico City 
iis errand boy for the station master. Also shined shoes in 
. stands. Mother taught him to read and write English at 
ts. Father died by Court martial when Obregon coup failed. 
He , the subject,migrated north in search of steady employment. He 
yes orked in mines and oil fields as roustabout. Although young and 
slight of build he is strong. Then he got job as waiter in Agua 
lente. Here he learned with a certain sceptiaism the ease in 
sh a person could make a living in th “nited States. However 
years ago he came into the U.S. as a strike breaker: imported 
wealthy Southern California fruit growers. When he found he 
breaking strike he quit. He was caught by police and brutally 
eaten. He escaped jail and made his way north to San Francisco 
where he searched out other Mexicans for protection. He is now 
ish washer in a Union restaurant. 
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San Francisco, Calif. 


eB 


Juan penee? exican nationality, born in the state of Chihuahua, 
Mexico e’youngest of four childrens ff#is father was the proprietor 


of a small wholesale tobacco shop and also manufacturing cigarettes. 
He attended the public schools of his city which he states are among 
the best equiped public schools in Mexico, graduated from the grades 
and latser attended a trade school where he mastered a course in 
modergn business and @nglish intending te latexctake ap the study of 
law but states that the heavy demands made on his fathers finances 
by the other children forced him to discontinue his studies and abandon 
i a law carfeerss@ He went to work in the shop opferated 
by his father, after three years at this work he married and left his 
home bound for El Paso as he had tenativly accepted a position as a 
clerk in the office of a relative of his wifes who was running a custom 
brokers office at that Place. He emmigrated at El Paso and went to work 
in the brokers office where he stayed for six years losging this job 
when the office was closed by the authorities for some sort of unethical 
practice. He left El vaso with his family and went to Nogalessfailing 
to secure work there,he went on th Calexico in Califorhia where he 
secured a job as a dlerk in a department store owned by a Syrian and 
catering almost exclusivly to Mexican trade,(dfter about a year of this 
he was replaced by a relative of the proprietorg and failing to find 
work at this vlace he came to San Francisco in answer to a letter from 
a friend. Arriving at San Yrancisco he was helped by his friend and 
secured employment as a janitor in an office buildind, not much but 
enough to provide a living for himself and wife and two children, his 
standard of living is not oe as aw child attendime school and one 
small child, the average Aiexican family prefers for some reason or other 
the cheaper cuts of meat and with the addition of tortillos and a steady 
ration of frijoles which is indispensable to this race,their living 
expenses are not high. In direct contrast to the other or most of the 
Other alien races in this city the }iiexican people have not formed uRkenia 
colonies but seem to prefere living in whatever section of the city their 
economic status will allow. 
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San Francisco 


francisco Sanchez G. Whe ~RD. Ae, 
' ‘Born in, state of Oaxaca, Mexico, attended public | 

school through the grades and managed to aquire a secretarial course 

after he had left schoglpand went to work as a clerk in a first class 
"Posada" in Tehuacangwhi town hw lauds as quite a famous and well 
known health resort, a rather pretty place with the exception of the 
dust storms which he states give the town a rather drab appearence at 
all times. His father was a wholesale drygoods merchant specializing 
in blanket s}@ which he-seys that part of the country is notedsaae 
Sie to the cochineal industry the best blankets in mexico are supposed 
to be made herey he-stetes his home town is also proud of the fact 
that Portfiro Diaz came from there as did Juarez. He passed into the 
United States at Nogales in 1926, ke-ked-meanried— oat he and his wife 
had secured employment with an/§merican family who had holdings in his 
home state, he as a secretary and his wife as a maide : 


e—of<iis—empioyer. He stayed at this form of emvloyment until 1932 
in the meantime making several trips back into his native country in 
the course of his employment. Eighteen months ago his emploger died and > 


he and his wife were given money for their fare and expenses to return 

to their home byy instead of returning came to San rrancisco where-~te=- , 
aft some time,Secured part time work with a mexican Goverment attache» i 
‘ert ABeveral mo s ago his new employer returned to Miexico and since thxs | 
time he has been with out means of earning a livlihood and as a result A 


i 
self almost destitute in a stange country and citye? is now working ( 
two or three days a week washing dishes in a small mexican resturant 
and he-stetes be auguments his small wages with what food he can smuggle ; 
out of his place of employment and barély manages to feed himself, wife 
and small child» When reminded of the fact that if he were in his native 
country in the same economigz situation he is here he would probably be 
living in a dobe hut or arrow weed shack he replied that at least it ws 
would be clean with plenty of ventilation and as good or better that va 
the place,he is living or rather starving in at the present in#this 
co ountryYe@ wits/Ambition is to rem&in in the United States and 
earn an honest living and says his race is no different than the 

ericans as far as the makings of a good citizen go hinks in 
“mexico,as here, the number of people making their living or existimg by 
Other than honest means is determined the extent and degree of 
Misery and poverty that exists. 


of living up to his salery during fe time he was sa a he found him 


finn nbing 


a 
b 
Hs 
{ 
! 
l 


sa GF i Kiev? fe OY gag 


i — 


rh ‘ : “ hi “ES 
_ a: ge Gi P eatres on 
ee! fi atintiids, Lean Sneak a 
‘Vn. Py Cie se ab a / 
, ™ 


ws 
5a) ut at Re a 


i 


AL 


Fas 
s 
' ; F 
f 
he 
4 
2 


. 4 “ va le 
f 3 Ne 
‘ . s) a 
hy * *. 
— s ‘ oe > 
¥, 4 . "i 
‘3 Pet ye ~ 
~~ 5 
‘ ~ . ¢ 
Q e ‘ » | * « 
e ¥ he 
* ah 
Po 
‘ 
a, eee LT ‘ 
<® Rak ou arn 
FO Nat cae eet 
. 
‘ in 
‘ 
. 2 , = . ; 4 
* 
\ 
a ~ ¥ 
he i 
: + v3 7 “ 
& % 
J , 
f c 
4 : ‘ ) 
. 5 <?¥ i.) 
F , 
5 4 . > K. 
. © ea }f* 
\ . : Ly a 
) 
B r > 


e i an We 
S82 bons Se 


nie 
4 
= 
~ 


: Ti eae 
as 


7 


peat. 
. 


ea yp vs Bs 
at i ee: 


% 


Much en pea ee 
i 2 re 


4 


| cade “htc dtS Ree Se oN 


Vatiae et 


a on 


Tey : 
Sarre | Ve Lt 


Prayoarl Le ae 


Po arias ee and 5 Sle Pre AMegur' ca We poche eas 
fathink aut a addy Lhlan dD, bevaght nip Katy ok nf 


wt = And Ke Of gla ated Tee Cm vies Vee , zZ,. A224 
f /) i? : ya é 
a) ct Qe yA iA. Ver ee, ee Aeatening Ragege £ Qe i, AtkAS 
ws arfering 5 ea: Pie pal TG, icnie.s ae etl ar thd 


Vi ~G y, 
Only - a) nIptre2edl Qa @ aad GUE . Gfarer 06 ee By Ed tn eo Le 
wg oe Re log Lf i‘ 
1 a hey AA€L€ ven? - eK Ao ADO ow aw t/ 2ztkad 
o ds of * Sia tik | 0 ett Ds La Ontbare O44 He ¢ 
oA ew We ) bai: ae han, BAL ere a ree 
L Sy fp / 
DIA AS WR Dp ed trey L FA AABN lat bp fees: serv 
ZL Ci. Lie ee MET 
we GlE ie eA ae 4 ne tae Bit Ltt. then Donat 2 
) : x 
v ip Va) 
pore GTN AP G Lat rnc al PBF at Lz 1-2 Pica [Lp Bro PLaroek 
2 | ¢ r 


L 


te Jel mad ue ae Be ee Li as) ae ea ae 
Lose wee Engabagsd ee Stn aLy. fo lke echt 1S for 
(Aang 2 ak LSD Se es lag 4 tbe nha Cafe a 
o-? Qa aan bath AL Als ees LLP ae re ye. ed 
a) arrteod AnA fat greys eee ae Liat ae ee 
OnA all Be ae ee EY an ope me SEE LIE LLY PE 


Preeye "On LEG ee Aaa Oa ie a | 
7 ‘ 


ian 
a 


; : 8g MUU ite a ae 
; 2 Pan aA 


Biro aaa te “3 A A i Ne, 4) Wik 
dy ; hy a, a 7h Marian «<n ada al 


’ 


, if ; 4a v ra 
¢ ‘ You “ Ws, Ny ee ty: no) 
: . ‘se ' oe aE Ss buiesl * 
; vas : BW te RRS Mpa hy ge pT ae ee aie a ae a 
a 2 yt \ “a » 4 "e f F 
“4 Wie 
! ’ Nivel de kero 
f J re : Moey es) PRD oy Ae 
‘ " A ] be mat ‘ ; Pon? ae - 
i" ‘ iN l a , Ae 
Fi ‘ wy he us ag ‘ 
: : Wir, ; oF 
» . ‘ AS ont, : \ % af + 5 amy 
- . ' 2 \ ‘ 
t 4 %. 
i t q 
. i 4 why SUK 
. * | b D> yg Sere ig . i Bay 
i" one , Nye 
" ve ¥ “ 
a 4% i F = 
7 ¥ é \ 
ss, i 
/ we »y 
\ ‘ 3 * J 
at 7 he ; = ee = SS a , + he) 
W 2 oa pees 7 
* Me ‘ E - ; 
: » 
. \ 
bc mS ’ Nae Ay f % M 
; i 7 4 \ eels » ea : 
HY Bey % + 4 ‘ cam 9 Ba, ‘ u A Pre) ) 
ae ‘ A ¥ Re oo 
‘ ‘ene: : é 
4 ] 7 
5 " it ¢ 
Ne ; wy ¢ t <f 
‘ ‘ 
‘ 
» , ‘ 7 pik jets 
: ¥ a ‘ hy 
. \ 4 mat 
id < . * 
% ‘ Y ian “Aha 9 SS io , * Oe hes wee 
4 me x 
- V r ‘4 ¥ * 
7 F . VA: 
: ° : ot * ’ 
rh Pad 2c -) > ‘ : = 
hs, ‘ 


ee Ve OR it 
a 


Oo: 


y 


March,7,1935. 


Be Rimeonrete 7A, 


e was born in 2achuca, (State of Hidalgo), Mexico, 
the second of four children. He @njoyed the advantages of a fair 
education in the public school,as \fris father was a skilled mechanic 

orking in the eléctric power transmission company at thet place. as 

side from the grade and higher branches of schooling,he and his 
brother were placed in a trade school where he received what js known, 
Or as what he describes,as a Junior Civil Engineers aiilomaabes that 
field was rather overcrowded in his home town jhe reverted to the position 
of opp@rating some machinery in the plant where his father was employed; 
and stayed at this i eee a tee for several years ;during which 
time he beeeme married-{\Several years ago in 1928 he secured work with 
the ilextican Goverment,and,with his family,he went oo aes California 
where a large dam was in the course of constuctioneaad“stayed on this 
job until its completion,some time in 1931. aed Mere made what was ,to 
him ,considerable money, ag sidestron- his sare weytvep@tnat the graft 
Pape vad from the contractors wa 


< onthal gt 


So ~ O'S 


s much more th 


he his salerys.ané~—ferther 
states; prehapsto-salve-hig~ownconsttous;—that Ynless he accepted 
this iey,and made his resorts as instructed his employment would have 


ended<jjAfter the completion of this project. he brought his family to 
San Diego where is wife had relatives, After a few months here, through 
onan) ae oe had madegwhile at his last employment,he sevured.work 
with an(g@merican company in Arizona on the Colorado River, B%t this job 
was short lived as ihe work on the s#exican side of the border was soon 
finished and the company refused (to hire ting but native workmen on 
the Aer ican end of the projecteSince that time he has had only téporary 
employment at long intervals and'‘came to Los Angeles in hopes of securing 
work in a Natioal wexican exposition that was to be there , but due 
to a postponment!was unable to secure anything, teewe.// His oppinion is, 
that for a man of his accomplishments, that the chances of economic seturiy 
S#e- better for him in his own country eespecially for a nationalist. and 

t for the better living conditions,;'would have returned there immediatly 
“upon failing to secure steady employment in the United States,amd/is 
convinced that he should return there but has been putting it off from 
time to time hoping something would turn up but stetes=-¢ket his finances 
are now at/a point where if he dées take the step now he will be unable 
to.soon.e7He finds living’ conditions as a whole much higher here thanhis 
native Peal io wp thinks now he made a mistake by ever leaving. 4 


R V Armstrong 
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Subject........eliexican 

Time....e.......Approximately fd heurs 
sa 

Repert DY clas ela ie sisters co RY Wit Leeffler 


Nete: I feund this family living in the @tmest poverty. Their 
howe was the bearded up from ofva stere en lewer University ave. ‘bk 
single roem was practically veid of furniture or rugs and the enly 
bench was the ene fermed by the pretrusien ef the platferm of the wina— 
ewe A single bed and a stove and a few boxes completed the furnisning 
ef the meager room. Because of the peer understanding of “nzglish poss 
essed by the eld felks I had extreme difficulty in convincing them ef 
the nature ef my werk. Thi seemed rather odd because they had been 
residents ef this country fer 23 years. On my third visit with the 
help ef ene of their English speaking Mexican neighbors I managed te 
ebtain the fellowing infermatien. 

The man wes bern in / Mexice, His father was a laborer in 


eens se 


the mines nearby. this wal the only werk that his father had ever dene 
hee on 

te the best 9 Tidal eran da The father died when the lad was a ma 
mere child end the yeungster was breught up by his mether. Witheut 
any scheoling he got his first jeb at the eee ll werking at the 
mines. He did this type ef work for five VOOrs. 

Heping te impreve his cenditien he went to Elpase. “e got a jeb 
as a carpente@rs helper there and stayed with the same outfit fer an- 


ether five years. Shortly befere he lest this job he get married te= 


& Mexican girl who had just recently came te this ceintry. 


——— 


Subject focican (cent) 

He stayed in El Pase fer a bout three years deing manual laber. 
When he fewnd it difficult te fet work he meved his family te San 
Francisce as he had heard that it was a very busy city. He first ve 
ained werk in a lumber yard as a sort of caretaker, night watchman and 
handyman. For some reason unknown to him he was fired so he leoked again 


fer werk. ‘this time he feund work in a cable factery. His jeb fer 


the first time was slightly specialized. He had te take the strands 


ef wire and braze them tegeather. He held this jeb until werk get 
slackyand again he was laid eff. 
After wabsence ef several menths frem werk he feund a jeb in the 


El Derado--a factory in lower Berkeley that makes meal out of gronrid 


C- LON a 


cocugut. Twe years age he wastlaid eff and had not been employed since, 
He and his family have been obtaining releif from the mebilized 

Teta yy 
wemen of Berkeley at 9th and University ave. Accerding to the Sec'y 
they are very conscéentieus, very sensitive, but mever-the-less 

+h oly 

cempletely dewn and eut. Of there several children the eldest bey and 
girl are in high scheel, twe are in grammar grades and ene is just ready 


fer kindergarten. The sixth is just a few months eld. 
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Mrs. Juanita Alyssa)’ rn in Mexico, age about 36, one child and lm 
és alone being abandoned by her husband in Mexico in 1922. Mrs. Alviso 
is apparently a woman of considerable refinement and has Jad a thourgh 
education although she talks Paci ian brokenly and seemed to feel embarassed 
over the fact that her knowledge of our language was so limited after her 
residence of over thirteen years in the United States. She states that her 
husband was an Opera singer in Mexico and for several years prayed a leadig 
role with the Mexican National Opera Company in Mexico city. 

After hevydesertion byemeer husbandsshe took her child a giriand went 
to some of her relativs near the border,in the state of Sonora. Phings 
apparently did not go right with this arrangment and she says she went ones 
with a Mexican man we She states illiterate and although she had 
nothing in comman with him simply’ made this arrangment to Keep bett=her eas 
her child from starving. She states tim they finally came accrodgs the line | 
went\*Imperial Valley, California, }here her new found husband got work for 
both himself and her picking cotten, -tldwcweaes in 1925, in the summer, Sshe 
states that they lived on this cotten ranch for about six months or until 
the season was over and as there were a considerable number of families who 
were moving out and to other parts of the country for work, she says she 
packed their small belongings and was all ready to moves#l1 of the other 
had left and she realized that she had been deserted again. She stayed in 
this camp for several days until&her supply of food was about out, and, at 
this time.secured work through the owner of the ranch with a family who soon 
after left this part of the country and went to Los Angeles, ‘ghe states she 
stayed with this family for over a year when she went to work for the Mexican 
counsel or vice chngel ip. Los Angeles,where she stayed until# the terminat- 
-ion of his appointment, fthrough him she secured work with a Mexican family 
in this city where she is at the present time. 

At the time of the second interview with tirs.Alwee@e I met her daughter 
who is unusually bright for her age,(13)\seemed to be a natural born 
musican and is a year ahead of her classes at school. As for her plans for 
the future she says she has none except to secure what domestic work she e 
can and educate and care for her daughter. Saye is an only child, (sre 

and never knew her father mé her mother i@ dead. 
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, Ie Mexican, male, age 27. berm at Emganada, Mexico, im 
1927. G@¥3 were very poor of the peor class; father divided his time between 
fishing amd day work em the reads and differemt Kinds of ranch work im his 
efferts to previde a living fer his family which eomsisted of hig wife and 
four children. At—the-egenof ten hig mother died and befere this his eldest 
sister, feurteem years of age, had left home with a mexican soldier, ome year 
latter his father was drowned and the family breke up. He states that at this 
time he discemtinued school amd was taken in by a family wko depended on 
their livlikeed by raising sheep im the vicinity of Hmsanada, He stayed with 
these people for about twe years and made his way te Tia Juanma, Mexice te the 
heme of an aunt, rhe Peddled cigarettes fer the follewing three years and «Xi 
says he averaged aroumd fetty te seventy five cents a day the last year 
supplementing his steck of cigarettes with post card and movelties which 
breught his earnings up,.as-hesedd-at this time, teurists began visiting Tia 
Juana im large numbers. When he was fifteen years old, he got a jeb as a dish 
washer im a very cheap cafe and worked there ten mouths and during this time 
learned to wait on counter, during this time he left his aunts hone, ‘after 
about ten days he secured a jeb in a better class cafe where he learned to 


tables and counter werk beth, the werked up te what he comsidered a good 
jeb at this place and stayed om here for a period of two years but at the end 
ef this time was discharged om account of hae drinking and bad ass@ciationms. 
He was eut ef work for about three months when he 
sa@cured employment im a bar reem as a swamper aad clean-up man where “he stayed — 
three years and fimally became part time bar tender. When he was twenty years 
eld he went te Juarez and secured steady empleyment as a bertender for three . 
years, mever in all the times of his employment, so he states, did he save any 
money, leaving each place practically breke. At this time during his empleymes 
ext im Juarez he married a jmexican girl, at this time he says he got the euly 


wha t~ ealts, break ef his life; he made a comsiderable amount ef meney Ho_ 
gambling amd went back te Tia Juama and beught a small saloom of his ewnm, kept 
this bugimess until the returm of liquor im the United States whem he said 
practicaly all ef the saleens im Tia Juanma clesed up as they were not making 
enough te pay the Mexican goverment tax. ook what momey he had amd purchased 
several race horses emmigrated to the Umited States placed his herses umder 
the colers ef a friend who hag. 2 stable amd is at present running them on a 
track clese te Sam Francisco, states that the way things are géeing for him it 
wits met be lomg befere he is back where he started, washing dishes. 
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He was bern in Morella, Mexico. His father was a. 


Ww 


rancher and owned a small stock. Thee home, as he remembers 
it was very po otes Revie enly a dirt floor. He attended 
school equivalent to Junior High School grades. 

When a young man of about 22 he came to this country 
te fina» berter working comditiens.: He first got,a jeb in 
Southern Califomia with a construction company doing road 
work. He became very well likes by his boss and was often 
used as go-between between the men ana the bosseag. he 
claims this was de to his superior education in both Spanish 
and English compared to the average laborer. 

When the particular piece of work on which he was 
employed was completed, he was without a job. He shortly 
obtained a foo hiring men for a construction company in 
Alaska. He rounded up the men and then accompanied them 
to Alaska. He held this job for a little over tree years 
onLiiethes jeb wae finished. 

He next obtained work in Redwood (Yity. His job was to f 
= furnish men for manual labor to contractors. He also acted in 
the position of straw boss during slack moments of his other 
job. He stayed pe worked at this type of job in Redwood 
(dity for ten years. Buring this period he met and married 


a Mexican girl born in the United States. 


Pa 
A 
F 


are »e.. Mexican (cont.) 


From Redwood City he moved the family to Watfsonville 
and obtained contracting work doing packing and picking of 
fruit in the orchards. He worked here for five years and then 
moved to Oakland and got work in a. factory. However the confin 
ment of indoor work did not agree with him so he quit and tried 
to get work of the type he had been used to. This was in the 
early part of 1950. he found it much harder than previously 
but after about five months he got a job contracting labor 
for a large Imperial Valley concern. He still works for them 
but hss a job only during a cer'tain& season of the gear. 

HA 
lived in Berkeley 


As his family and daughter-in-law' 
he also Sives in the Mexican diStrict at the lower end of 


University Ee family stays thére when he Works ,as 
his company has holdings in all parts of the state sp his 
place of work is continually being shifted. 

Of his seven children the two eldest sons are married 
and living with the family. The eldest son has a part time 
job chopping wood that pays about ten doflars a week. The 
other son has an S.E.R.A job.as he has been unable to find 


anykind of work. 
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San Francisco, Aug 1.1934 


D 
Nor aushysed. 


Among the different interviews that I have held with 


cane WAY 


people the conversation seems to\invariably\darift to economic 
issues, the viewpoint of the person being interviewed, is more 
or less consistent with his financial status at the time of 

the interview. | Xx in particuler, a Porto Rican, a man who 
employed a large crew of his countrymen in his business which 
was connected with shipping in this city, for some reason or 
other his business has fallen off until at the present time he 
is almost bankrupt and with a large supply of equipment vs on 
his hands which is valueless to him, he is about to lose what 
small property he had acquired through years of hard work. The 
thing in particular that I noticed in this man's recital of 

his business losses was his trend of thought and conversation 
along socialistic lines, over a year ago I met and talked to 
this same man, at that time he was going along with a fair degree 
of success with his business and at that time as far as I 
remember he had no criticism to offer on the policies of the 
country in general or the new deal. 

F,. A Mexican born in the oS of Jalisco, Mexico, came to 
the United States at the instigation of the Railroad in io1e! Ges 
ambitious to learn and better himself and finally went to work 
in a R.R. shop at San Bernardino and became an expert mechani¢s 
His work was shortened from time to time until the latter part 


of 1930, he was laid off entirely, from then on he worked at 


short pee eecy (cee periods of work becoming further © 
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apart until at the present time he has keen unable to find enm- 
ployment for the past eleven months. When he was reminded that 
the Mexican Government were colonizing their nationalists and 
would probably furnish him a plot of ground and the impléments 

to work it he replied that he would rather be an object of charity 
in this country than a land owner in his native 3 regard 
to any ideas he ney OF naa Baer Ae PPS a ie i 


reaction was to the effect that he hoped the Government would 
keep up sheen arrangement so that he could resume and continue 
eating. ; 

the poll of opinion among the different people in different 
walks of life that I have interviewed reveals a surprising degree 
of ignorance towards the vast amount of legislature that has 
been enacted except where it directly affects them or their personal 
business or affairs, Although where there has been criticism in. 
the accomplishments of the administration this SoG Sane of them 


seemed able to or cared to advance a plan that would work better 


as a whole) except to their own advantage. 


R.V.Armstrong 


Period of time covered, week beginning 
July 20, 1934 and ending July 30,1954. 
Time put in approximately 24 working hours. 
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Born on a ranch near ‘Séyula; Jalisco, Mexico, forty years ago, f 
Riater Moreno wont “to. grammar sch66l “in: shat: ‘city, and since his early teens 
he began working as a farm hand “at the sendin where four, or. five generations 


of ‘the , Morenos had been bor! and died without, ever, having been away more than 


co a 


city miles from the place. ‘The ranch — the property of a wealthy fentiy, 
also Patten cone i ‘its “genanté’ working: ‘the ;land on,crop. Sharing agreements ¥ with r 


‘he omer. They” raised “corn” ‘end ‘beansvas,@ main.crop, but re atl plant ed some 


Jt 


tACLE 


vegetables | for their’ own use, and” lived. the: carefree. ifs of, the Paconpi x country 


People, poor &, devoid of embitions. » Somewhere A: 


BS Mott py, 


A M4, Victor Morend Would» follow, his father’s | plow sow ing the "grain 


ith ee om 


on chin freshly open ‘burrows, ‘end ¢overing the seeds with a Solidi kia ‘ktok ‘of 
chis sandeled feet, under the radiant: heat. of, the. spring BUR da six o ‘alock 


in ie morning to six in the evening, every day of the, week, but sunday, togoth- 


y 


er p they. tillea the ‘almost’ exhausted ‘soil allotted. to them; at noon | they enjoyed 


a short sw rhe pF a ‘shady’ tree while Mey consumed the jengh put up for them 


ae 


by Victor's nother; {eo the dubbedapateeh chilerbeans. At the dey*s end, after 


: corralling ons gentle ‘oxen team) Victor fed them, and oines the ‘tently for. the 


& 
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evening pees ‘composed ‘Of ‘chilé-beans with tortillas hd a coe of bleck cortee. 


f mAfter’ three years ‘of! helping my: father with his routine work,’ " ‘stated 


rey get coe 


Vietor, "T rebelled md told him’that:I was: going to. sense then to eontinne in 


“a 


Si 


AGE nh arta rot WE Moe el GC Mea SR eaeMael, 5 Ogee 
, s . 
‘ “a be ths 
: o 


been aritian to his ‘folks’ ‘Bending them money and telling of natant : pediiaatey uh, 


in the United States; I read his letters to them and consequently I conceived 
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‘the ‘plan of coming here,myself, | instead of. _peosing Pe, rest of ny days in the 


“panch.. My father»said Iwas. going to break our - family tradition; my nother 


eriea day after day thinking, she would not see me again if s departed ton a 


foreign ‘country; but the civil war, then in fault swing in Uaxieo, an com= 


“‘%y joining-either.of the fighting. armies. ra 


“Pifty pesos was.all the. money they could eather for my trip, | my 


parents; but: it. was, enough to pay, for my. transportation from Seyule to Ciudad 


‘Juarez, at the boundary,line.. I put on my best. piathes: as most of the peons 


““4n Mexico I wore a big sombrero,. bleached muslin shirt, white canvas } Seoueors, 


@nd "huaraches" (sandals). An indispensable addition anahoyer of my "zarape,” 


very modést.\but heavy and warm. Two, days, of train An third class took me to 


(Juarez. Right-atithe depot, as if he wes expecting me, Ps net a man who rushed 


“Sto ask meoifoT-intended. to,go to, work somewhere in this country, and when I 


Mold him: that; that,was the object, of my trip, he shin hate with me and told 


Ome he wuld help me to, carry out amy Plans. 


/ 4 “Next, my new ;friend took me, Nopether wa bh two other men, ‘a Mext- 
cans, “to a restaurant attended . by. Chinamen, located just across the railrosd 


yard. Thére he ordered lunch served to ell four, and then said he he take 


* Sus tO Elo Paso, Texas, where.we wuld be introduced to a man who would give us 


“employment: somewhere in the United, States. _And he did bot as he hed promised 5 


‘we rode to El Paso aboard the street car, and when: we ) got off we valked to an 


‘Weffice located near the Santa Fe tracks; there we met a man siecle ‘Zarate ho 


was going td take care of us. . Hie, asked us a few jussitans md wrote some papers, 


“ wé signed ‘them, and he,.gave.us $5.00. each, telling v us to got ready for a trip 


. and be present in his,office at. sunset. . _ The man we haa met at ‘Juarez ‘accompanied 
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I bought my first pair of shoes. 
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age "That, Sane. evening they took us.to the railroad depot; our escort © 
talked A few words.with the conductor of a train, and after ‘handing him our 
tickets, he directed. us. to. the, chair-car of a long trainj;.4t had fine seats © 
and was more comfortable and more elegant.than the first class cars I had 
Seen. in Mexico. .Another Mexican told me we were bound for Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, where new instructions would be given to us. I began feel confi- 
dent and more.at ease vhen I. knew that.all the passengers: in the same car were 
as I was, under. contract to.work.on.the Santa Fei tracks (“I didn't eére where. 
I was going nor, to what kind. of a job I.was supposed to be assigned, Every- 
thing was fine, and the whole trip. was resulting Like’ adream to me; Iwas os 
surrounded by many Spanish speaking people, mostly ‘Mexicans newly arrived to 
this country. , 2 ietet Om sae 4 with then, and the Torem the Guraak, ‘4 

_ "lL must confess to you that at first I had no appetite; when I was 

not looking through the windows, I. was dozing on my very comfortable séat, 
The other passengers, were chatting. or napping like me. ‘My only worry of the’ 
moment was my big sombrero of which. I wes pround when in Mexico, but in this © A 
country Z aioe to realize that.nobody else but me was wearing avhat like ‘that, 


and much as I, Liked it when, I bought..it, Zhated,it since I became conscious of iP 


the attenti on. given bythe Americans te.my sombrero. I had hid my Zarape under } | 
my seat, but. I couldn't do the same with my hat, so I made up my mind to buy’ | 
mea soft hat or a. cap,.the first chance, I hads Finally we-arrived.to Los © 
Angeles where. a bunch of us-were.directed to ea cheap hotel located near the 
depot, and told to,wait there for. the arrival of aman whowas going’ to be our 
foreman. " ) 
_o» "When, he showed .up he inspected us a8-if'wé were cattle he was buy= 
ing; he spoke tous inva very funny Spanish, and they told me he was a Greek, 


Then he picked me, together with five more men, for a seetion located at River-< 


Side; other groups he chose for other sections, and early next morning I was on~ 
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myself with an “sberite* (lattlLe eyotery atwre! in San Juen ¢ ; 
my way to my new job, aboard another be ace I hed had et a bape oe Los 
she ond 2 hare been operating since ¢ 
vated but : was astounded by its ‘tall buildings, taller shen thoas of ou 
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Paso, tenn and more numerous. “The railroad yard was imnense. i forgot to 
of it tecaues I have been able to put something aside every x 


tell you that the man who went selling Seony and ant’ drinks pit rv ‘ain, 
Ly mothex wie arter my ther 3 G. & in 3 145 BO OCLier mer 

traded an old hat he had on, | before putting on. "sth cap, for my big: sonbrere, 
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other tabores was beotak bah give me "horde." ‘AL the section hands saiked 
ine poh es felt ade re of rat Shieh witht haa, eb She coresan: ‘cha Greek, 
made himself understood by us in our own language. For months end months I 
couldn't learn a dozen English words, and theas I picked up, I couldn't suc- 
cessfully use except with the foreman. I was lonely, but because I could send 
money to my folks, practically every month, I felt happy. And within the first 
three pay days I bought me a good suit of clothes for which I paid $15.00; a 
new hat, two shirts and my first pair of socks. 
| "The foreman’s daughter, living also in the section, was a pretty 
girl porn in this country, and I fell in love with her. The Greek acvented 
fimo and we decided, Mary and I, to get married as soon as possible. You know 
that in Mexico the groom is the one who bears the cost of the wedding and every- 
thing connected with his new state; imagine my surprise when Mary told me that 


her father would take care of all those expenses, including the furniture for 


our home on. wheels. The little money I had saved I used on myself, keeping a 


for my learning the little English I speak now, and she has been wonderful to 


me. Following her advice I left the service with the Santa Fe and established 


, few dollars for a rainy day, as they say here. And my wife is to get the credit 
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nyself with an "storito” (little grocery store) in San Juan Capistrano, which 
she and I have been gsevehing since then. 

"We have had no children, I don't know why. In some way I am glad 
of it because t have been able to put something aside every month for my elder- 
Jy thea 8 ed after vad father passed away in 1919, has no other means of sup-_ 


“port > Delia, my wife, herself. page the Boney erters for my mother, knowing 


Ate 


q “ how. happy she nalkos me by doing 80. | “Our mubindss: has expended a little more, 
. ‘end we have baa to hire a butcher: to wait ‘in the neat narket we Just opened. te : 
F he vonnex to the grocery departinent and a boy who does part-time. work for. us, : 


“evenings, dnd the whole dey Saturday. y Cane to, visit: my” mother in Mexico; 
“Delia ‘says she is going with ape ' but I have veon postponing the’ trip, aac; 888 year 


nate to. Leave our sma) biisiness) an capistrano, in somebody's else hands. rr 
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: tiierioaf-lexican is born about twenty miles from, Del Rio .lexas, 
t the time of his birth his father“had been in the United Sates about 
' twelve years, all of this time working on a large*hog ranch close to. 
Del Rio. He, with his brothers and sisters attended the public school” 
of Del. Rio, was somewhat backward in his studies and left school when 
he was half way through the sixth gradeaamd (ds his father had brabched out 
for himself he found plenty to. do and was.kept busy at none ifiien he was 
seventeen years of age his father died and things went well ‘until three year 
later. his mother married ain and/dissension in-the. family finally 
caused him to leave nore. He ‘$01d what interests he had in livestock to 
his stepfathe efore lea and had.-several hundred dollars when he 
left his hone tte went to a’ "sta T- town in the Imperial Valley of California 
where he had friends'a family who had moved there from near his home in, 
qeseeh Aer iveite here he purchased’a ond half interest in a pool hall in 
the can quarter of the town, and-states that between the games and the 
illicit profits from foatl earn they were both making money; more money 
than either one of them had ever had before but @fter this had on 
for some time they were arrested,and he states that before they were 
through paying attorneys, fines.,and so forth that fr place was closed, 
and they were.or at least he was, practically broke -fHe had married while’ 
At this business and he took his wife -and went,,to Log, Angeles where they, 
“put what money they had left into a wholesale’ tamale establishment, bit Nes 
lasted in this business for a very short time,as the competition was too 
keen and on top of this he became involved with the health«authorities: so he. | 
sold out for what he could get and came to San francisco,and sunk what 
money he had left into anoth tamale venturé,-this time on a retail 
basts in a small lunch roompsays this time he managed to last almost a 
-- year but has not paid rent for the last two and half months and is just 
AQ sitting waiting for the owner of the premises .to come and throw him out. 
. Sass he has saved enough money out of hisorpiginal stake to take him back + 
Pra his. home state and as soon as he is closed up in his present location will 
probably take his wife and go back and try to get som».livestack togather 
and get started on his own again, fe states that he can go out on a small 
nA Place and live for a few dollars a month and with the rising’ price of 
farm commodities,especialy hogs, which business he knows) he thinks he will 
be able to get started again like says he has had lots of bright ideas to 
make money, but he always found out that a milloin other people had théught 
ss of the same thing before he did,and has come to the conclusion that. the 
ss only way he is going to get alohg is to go back to something he understands 
‘ya and work hatd for what he gets. © iy rae a. ae 
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éSPECTATUM ADMISSI, RISUM TENEATIS AMICI? - 
(Horat art 
in Poet, ) 
Muchos begdos con tezén, © 
estimulados del vino, 
proclamaron 4 Gabino 
por su absoluto patron, 
éY quien habia de enmendar 
la eleccion, tan acertada 
por su lengua destemplada, 
y flujo en disparatar? 


No tengo presente en qué coleccion de anécdotas lef laxxx 
que con diferencia accidentél de voces, es la siszuiente: 


Se inquiria en un corrillo, y no de literatos, cu&l eraxx 
el lugar por donde el Sol transitaba al esconderse en el occi- 
dente para aparecer al otro dia sobre el oriente. Varias yxxxx 

ae muy desatinadas respuestas procuraron dar los concurrentes 4xx 


~~alumbradillas, satiljfizo las dudas de todos diciéndoles.xxxxxx 
3 


Cleon 


"J 


wenores: el Sol vuelve al oriente por el mismo lugar por donde 


— : : = 
h dus al occidente; pero écémo no lo v@mos? dijo unos y ella muy 
‘i fresca contest6 écémo lo hemos de ver, si lo hace de noche? 


A muchos parecer4 
insulsa la fabulillas 
mas ¢que falta es ésta en tiempo 
_ en que tanta insulséz priva? 


(Huerta ) 


Esta introduccion enigmAtica dirijida al Virginotesxcxxxxx 
lateranense, va 4 dar principio 4 un suefio, donde la fantasiax 
me lo represent6é en el aspecto mas chocarrero y ridfculo.xxxxx 

(oe Seame licito trasladar su imfgen, en el modo y forma con quexx 
~  s& me ofreciéd 4 le imaginativa. 


by _____Por mi temperamento melancélico soy propenso 4 ensuefios.x 
#n uno de ellos m} vi en uma espaciosa ciudad, la que re-xxxxx 
corriendo curioso, me encontré cerca de uno de sus Angulos con 
una arruinada Quinta, cuyo salon construido en forma de portal 


daba vista 4 gran distancia. Eran dentro de 61, multitud dexx 


-—~ ww 


“una obsArvacion de tanto pesos pero una Damisele de esdasxxxxx 
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hombres de edad abanzada, de esos que en tal periodo predicanx 
la temperancia y sobriedad despues que consumieron lo mas pre- 
h4__cioso de sus afios en la molicie y el placer: de esos que enxxx 
publico parecen tan mokigerados y continentes, y en el recinto ve 
de sus casas viven sin remordimiento: de esos en fig, que sexx 7 Y 
figuran inaccesibles 4 los insidiosos attactivos del mundo,xxx 
Ae que viven en los templos: que reniegan del siglo: que mur~xxxx 
~—~“nuran de “los gotiernos: que huyen de la sociedad: que sonxxxxx 
castos por avaricia, sO brios por necesidad, y continentes por 
escarmianto. 
GLASS AS OE AL fe | 
Tal era la honrada coneurrencia que atonaba aquel lugarx pe 
con voces descompasadas, gritos, heridos, obcenidades asquergx ~~ ™ 
#sas, sarcasmos insolentes, frases de taberna, Luchaba yoxxxx 
entre la displicencia y la risa al ver una turba de viejos,xxx 
i enloguecidos del vino, briagos hasta el ecseso, ridiculamentex 
vestidos, repitiendo 4 cada instante los tragos y las des~xxxx 
verguenzas, Si contemplaba las almas de aquellos mentecatos,xx 
no podia mirarlos sin fastidio; mas si les veia la traza, dix 
ficil era contener la risa. Pero équé digo? El mismo Herd-xxx 
clito hubiera reventado 4 carcajadas éy quién no lo habriaxxxx 
hecho al ver unos viejos de rodastrado sumamente almidonados,x 
hG vestidos 4 la anticualla, con lea capichola y el chupin, cug=xx 
“Bfiendo la deforme talla de unos setentones) Rodaban los vasosx 
del uno al otro lado, y cuando ya estaban mas calientes con el 
licor, propuso uno de ellos: que pues aquella solemnidad ten=x 
dia & la eleceion de su gefe (que tambien lo tienen los insoy- 
entes debiendo ya de procederse 4 sufragar por aquel que mejor 
pudiese desempefiar tan grave cargo juzgaba oportuno indicarxxx 
por medio de un discurso la persona digna de ese empleo: quexx 
este, era un arbitrio el mas adecuado para rectificar la elec 
cion, y que nunca por 61 se acusaria de nulidad, 


Un confuso palmoteo acompafiado de bostezos, estornudos, y “3 
tosidas, fué sefial mas espresa de la_aprobacion incénug quexxx Si 
‘ merecié la propuesta, la que admitivtda, dijo el orador, 


A : shleesbecinioeigsais a 
»;Nadie es mas propo para el alto puesto de gee yxxxxxx 


+5 patrén de esta asamblea, que aquel que posee la alma grande de 
enue Aenea deireerae eres Tt ; 2 ‘ : 
~ Hermoégenes? que iene animosidad para ir contra el torrente 


de la opinion comun, tan 4 pecho descubierto, que no usa nixxx 
del sofisma: que solo hacina impertinencias, dislates, Sar~xXxx + 
casmos, y blasfemias: que despierfo delira: que corrigiendoxxx “~~ 
peca: que ensefiando, embrutece, en una palabra; que sin equgre 0 = 
@cer la elocuencia escribe muchas p&ginas en estilo obscuro, xx 
cansado, y mas negro que la misma tinta de que se vale paraxxx 

a tie@ear sus caractéres. Si todas estas prendas, si todas estas | 5 
dotes se encontrasen coaeervadas en un solo [ndividuo éhabréxxx ~~” 
uno que le negase su voto? 
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win o4 ‘netob 


witgy Orta, 


eeeee Esopo buscé un hombre 4 la luz del medio dia con espe-xxx 


juelos y linterna en la plaza de Atenas, y creo que nuca lexxx 
hall6. Yo he sido ms feliz, porque he encontrado un centauro 

en la populosa Méjico: he visto un orang-utan: he hallado alxx 
o_houbre de Platén: ANIMAL BIPES IMPLUME Sab{is quien es? elxx 
——~e8eritoreillo conocido con el ngmbre de Gabino Bafios, &Qué,xxx 
Le arrugais la ceja? ébostezais? édecis que no es de vuestraxxxx 


7 reno yn 
> 


aprobacion? Pues juko por Baeo, que nd, nd hallereis otro igex 
—wnjiest, aunque se mancasen esploradores de donde nace 4 dondexmux 
muere el dia, 2éQuién, si no Bafios podia tener la sracia dexxx 
acopiar tanto dicterio, sin proferir una razon? équién, si nox 
61, se habia de distraer tanto del asunto en cuestion, que in™ 
cidiera en personalidades, esforzdndose (aungne en vano) parax 


fanatismo? Pues todas estas espinosisimas funciones les haxxx 
desem pefiado con rostro sereno, sin temer la censura de unxxxx 
piblico sensato, Y quien tiene tan poca verguenza y tantoxxxxx 
material de injurias, épodr4 ser desechado del digno empleoxxx 
para que lo propongo? éDejard& de rodar la eleccion 4 favor de 
un héroe tan feliz, que si Esopo con mil luces no hallé unxxxx 


homibre: si Salom6én con las mas peregrinas duda el invento dexx 
$b maser Fase @, Bafios las encontraré 4 millares en una solax 
Qi Poblacion? 10h tf} Protector de la desunion conyugal. inclitox 
martir del fanatismo, imposter del hijo sAbio de David, nata y 
flor de la ignorancia, vive, vive para el apoyo de ésta, yxxxx 

vive libre de follonazos criticdnes,, 


95 Vos, esclarecida asamblea Bacan4l, invocad al nimenxx 
de la vid y sufragad por Bafios, invistiendolo ademis por tanxx 
ecselsas virtudes, con el carfckeres festivo de PAPATACHO," 


No bien hubo cuncluido el orador su arenga, cuando porxxx 
aclamacion, fué jurado Bafios: PATRON Y PAPATACHO, Redobléronse 
los brindis, esforzése la grita, y se acordd 

le o Que fuese Bafios presentado de Papatacho 4 
presidir y tomar posesion de su empleo 


2. 0 Que en el centro del salén se colocase su retratoxx 
con este lema: HEL HOMBRE DE PLATON, 


re Aprobados y sancionados estos articulos, vino Bafios entre 


. 


g—__beodos de apostrofarlo, Unos decian# viva Gabino Bafios :xxixmx 
otros, salve virgingte defensor del doncellazzo: todos lexxxxx 
aclamaban, todos le brindaban [Tal era el gusto que poseia 4xx 
aquellos aturdidos!.. [Cierto que hay suefios que debian serxxx 
realidades! 


ees 


2 oo ee ee i nt Done — 


* Pe ack nat bid 
i nsa voceria: colocaronlo en el centro; y no cesban losxxxx 
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eoeee PERO Vf DE SHRIO, 


Contra todo mi genio he usado del estilo mimico y bu-xxxx 
fonesco para contestar 4 V. Seor Gabino, 6 cualquiera que sea, 
pues nunca debe un escritor tomar la pluma sin objeto dexxxxxx 
ilustrar. El desprecio 4 su faérrago habria sido la mas dignax 
contestacion; pero écu4l serfa entre los idiotas la consecuekx YY 
ficia de mi silencio? la conviccion 4 sus razones PRIUS ESTXXt 
ESSE, CUAM TALITER ESSE, V,. no tiene razones, desconoce elxxx  ¢ 
eean. trato, ignora la educacion; y el criferto esta muy 1éjosx “inet 
de ese celebro amalgamado con el error. Por el pfiiblico 4 quien 
profeso el debido respeto, y no por V., 4 quien como literatox 
lo contemplo en una clase muy infima, y como ciudadano, ado=xx 
cenado entre los que nada valen; por el pfiblico, repito, 4xxxx 
quien vensro, y no por V. 4 quien desprecio, es la siguientexx 
respuestae 


awe 


Pone V. como por apodo, que soy practicante de San Anaxxx 
drés, Ni esta es la verdad, ni Ve es mi compadre, ni esxxxxxx 
deshonor ser practicante de San Andrés, ni lo soy en la de fe7 
cha, por que nunca indiferente 4 la causa de mi patria toméxxx: 
parte activa en ella luego que of la voz de incependencia, lax 
medicina 4 quien V. llama LOBREGO CAOS porque no lo entiende,x tu 


79 Siiueeeenes 
es la ciencia creadora de los go¥iernos y el espiritu Vi-xxxxx 
vificador de las sociedades,. (1) Si esta no posee con eviwxxx ’ 


dencia matemftica la esplicacion de su fendmenos: si es falfRr-———4/ = 

#ole en sus diagnosticos, no es mucho que lo seajcuando enxxxxx _ +. 
MRR ey — fig ) 

igual caso estan el politico, el gautico, y él general enxxxx vw 


campiia. i la ciencia de legislar ha llegado al punto de auge 
en que la vemos, débese sin duda 4 los sdbios fisicos que in-x 
vestigando las leyes del mecamismo, por una de analoria descu- 
brieron la coincidencia de los aforismos médicos con losxxxxxx 
legales, Yalga entre otros el clarisimo Jeremias Béntham, quex 
oO” dividi6é y esplicé la ciencie del Estado, en las mismas pattes, 
“metoda y nombres con que los mejores AA. han tratado laxxxxxxx 
medicina, Esta_como que se funda én la fisica tiene probadas 


eS tnt oer a epee IS NET 


muchas de sus con$lusiones; y la teologzia, mas propiamentexxxx Pree. 


42 llamada 1ébreco cacs, sin el aucsilio de js £8 y de le sutnios——-Ciiites 
ol tats sect rinas dajjian vergonzosamente & tierra SCIENTI A DEX™ 2a Gy 
DEC nO es pare el saber limitado de los hombres, sin la re=xxx 
velacion, 


El pasage mal traido de D. Quijote con el muchacho An=xxx 44 
drés, da & entender todo lo que V. ni geREG saere Pensador , x20 pits 
respecto de V. no es lo que el imbécil mancebo, respecto delxx 
bérbaro Jaydn., Si V. quiere adoptar el cardcter de éste, conxx wif 
su pan se lo coma; pero advierfa, qué mas bien le cuadra elxxx 
de D. Suijote que me aplica, porque se vé en estas refriecasxx 
por jurado defensor de las doncellas, Lome el consejo dexxxxx 
Sancho, Véyase 4 casa, Sefior, y no se meta en cosas que lexzxx 
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est4 mal desempefiar. 

Si Ve es 6 nd el mismo fray Gerundio, léa y reléa fu his- = 
toria, en el chistosisimo Padre, Isla y cotéjese con aquel sin 
amor proplde 


Pero todas estas son bobadas. V. no contesta ninguna de 
mis reflecsiones ni argumentes€; solo habla como pudiera unaxxx 
cotorra; y la fmica solucion que da 4 las palabras del cap.exxx 
KXXI, ver. X. de los probervios 6 pardbolas de Salomon, esxxxx 
puntualmente un nuevo vigor 4 todos mis raciocinios, que aunxx 
subsisten en pié contra todos los conatos de Ve 

El doctxis imo Cornelio Aldpide, cuyos comentarios V, noxx 
ha sabido leer, es verdad que se inclina 4 que el sabio Rey en 
las palabras citadas se contrajo 4 las mujeres desposadasxkxxx 
&pero Ve sabe porqué? porque en los tigmpos de Salomon no sex 
conocian las instituciones monacales, y asi no pudo hablar dex 
OBJECTO NON EXISTENTEs mas la dificultad de encontrarse unaxxx 


VIRTUTE CUMULATAM. Que esta virtud principal sea la castidadyx 
es inconcuso; ya atendiendo 4 que sin ella imposible es elxxxx 


““BONUM FIDER, en el matrimonio; yA leyendo con meditacion elxxmcx 


Che 


Qy. 


Adh___ Ph 


comento del texto que suecede CONSIDIT INEA COR VIRI_EUI, CON- ww 
FIDIT (dice la slosa) ID EST SECURH IN UJORE STRENUA CON -XXXxx in 
QUIESCIT COR MARITI QUIA CERTIUS EST NON TANTUM DE EJUS CASTI- 
TATE; SED DE EJUS FIDE ET STRENUITATE, De aqui viene elxxxxxx 
mayor vigor 4 mis argumentos. Si de la casada que tiene elxxx 
bulo necesa#rio en que cebar el apetito mas imperioso, es tan 
dificil hajler una muger fuerte éser4 cosa tan trivial hallarx 
en docenas, mugeres en los claustros, que ligadas fuertementex oe 
con el voto, no se ecsasperen y lo quebranfen? TOjalas ‘if 


la cita de Santo Tomissest&é ecsacta; pero no dice lo quex 
Ve quiere, El Sto, Doctor no sienta que el mtrimonio seaxxxxx 
Altimo con respecto & su dignfdad, ni podia dé tirlo sin serxx 
inconsecuente con lo que espone antes en la cuestion LA,; sino 
que es el filtimo en érden de la recepcion por el hombre ,xxxxxx 
debiéndole preceder aquellos que dispongan con la gracia quexx 


es de su esencia le bueng inclinacion para las funciones dexxx 


los deberes del estado. Por eso este Santo Padre coloca alxxx 
6rden y al matrimonio entre los tltimos; no por que sean in=xx 
feriores en dignidad 4 los que le preceden, pues de este modox 


“Ta gucaristia serfa ménos que la confirmacion; sino por quexxx 


cada Sacramento requiere cierto predicamento respecto del quex fm 
lo recibe, que no se puede tener hasta ciert¢ periédo de laxxx 
edad y de las circunstancias; y si bien, Santo Tomis anteponex 
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el érden al matrimonio, es como dice el Santo, en razon de que 
Sus USOS Son puramente eéspirituales, 


He contestado lo que era justo, y he burlado lo mas, como 
merecia, El Sefior bendiga 4 Ve le dé talento, y un adarmexxxx 
Siquiera de verguenza, 


8. I. L, 


MEXTCO: 1825 


OFICINA LIBERAL DEL CIUDADANO JUAN CABRERA, 


(1)  TobO EL CAP 38 DEL ECLESIASTICO ABUNDA EN ESPRESIONES °DE 
HONOR A LA MEDICINA Y SUS PROFESORES, 
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